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To: Sonoma County Board of Supervisors
Department or Agency Name(s): Sonoma County Regional Parks
Staff Name and Phone Number: Corbin Johnson, (707) 565-2261
Vote Requirement: Majority
Supervisorial District(s): Fourth

Title:

Healdsburg Veterans Memorial Beach Gas Line Abandonment Project

Recommended Action:
Approve a resolution authorizing the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors to accept funds from the Pacific
Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) in exchange for abandoning gas service at Healdsburg Veterans Memorial
Beach and authorizing the Regional Parks Director to execute all documents, which may be necessary to carry
out the project. (Fourth District)

Executive Summary:
Sonoma County Regional Parks (Regional Parks) is seeking to accept funds in the amount of $65,000 from
PG&E to abandon a low-use natural gas line currently serving Healdsburg Veterans Memorial Beach.

Discussion:
PG&E initiated contact with Regional Parks in March 2019 to inquire about a potential project to upgrade or
abandon the existing gas line that serves Healdsburg Veterans Memorial Beach. PG&E is mandated to upgrade
the current gas service which will cost them $65,000, or abandon the line altogether. Gas usage at the facility
is low, serving only a water heater and range in the park residence, and a water heater in the former
concession building. Due to the low use at the facility and only one other neighboring property served from
this line, PG&E would like to abandon the gas line serving the area. In exchange for abandoning gas service to
the facility, PG&E will pay the County $65,000, which is PG&E’s cost to upgrade the service on the current line.

In order for PG&E to move forward with the abandonment project, all property owners serviced by the gas
line must agree to the proposed changes. Regional Parks supports disconnection of gas service as it will not
negatively impact current uses of the facility, and conversion to an all-electric facility supports our desire to
reduce fossil fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions within the Parks. Wicked Slush, the only other
user of the current gas line, agreed to termination of gas service.

In addition, PG&E is currently in process of upgrading the electrical transformer that serves the facility to
accommodate the additional load created by the conversion of the current natural gas appliances to electric
while also providing increased capacity for any future electrical demands at the facility. The transformer
upgrade is being completed by PG&E with no impact to County budget or facilities.

If approved, funds are expected to be issued by PG&E within 2-3 weeks. Regional Parks will work with General
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Services, Facilities Development and Management, to switch the appliances to electric and upgrade the facility
electrical panels and infrastructure, as necessary. Gas line abandonment will not occur until spring 2020 after
conversion of appliances has occurred. The existing gas line will be disconnected, capped, and abandoned in
place. No interruption of service to facility users is expected.

Prior Board Actions:
None.
FISCAL SUMMARY

Expenditures FY 19-20

Adopted

FY20-21

Projected

FY 21-22

Projected

Budgeted Expenses

Additional Appropriation Requested

Total Expenditures

Funding Sources

General Fund/WA GF

State/Federal

Fees/Other

Use of Fund Balance

Contingencies

Total Sources

Narrative Explanation of Fiscal Impacts:
 None.

Staffing Impacts:

Position Title (Payroll Classification) Monthly Salary Range

(A-I Step)

Additions

(Number)

Deletions

(Number)

Narrative Explanation of Staffing Impacts (If Required):
None.

Attachments:
Resolution authorizing Director to execute and administer the project.

Related Items “On File” with the Clerk of the Board:
Agreement as to Termination of Gas Service
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