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To: Board of Supervisors of Sonoma County

Department or Agency Name(s): Department of Health Services
Staff Name and Phone Number: Robert Gonzalez, 565-4416
Vote Requirement: Majority

Supervisorial District(s): Countywide

Title:
Sonoma County Animal Services Disaster Grant Award

Recommended Action:

Authorize the Director of Health Services, or designee, to execute a grant agreement with American Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals for the County to receive $75,000 in revenue to pay for disaster
training and supplies for the period December 18, 2020 through December 31, 2021.

Executive Summary:

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) grant program provides funding to
authorized disaster response agencies providing direct support to companion animals, equines and their
owners in communities currently or recently impacted by or at high-risk for catastrophic natural disasters.
Grants provide assistance for direct expenses related to a current or recent disaster and/or for capacity-
building and preparedness for future natural disasters. Sonoma County Animal Services (SCAS) was invited by
ASPCA to apply for funds related to recent disasters and the likelihood of future disaster. On December 21,
2020 the Department received notice that SCAS was awarded a grant from ASPCA in the amount of $75,000.

Discussion:

Sonoma County Animal Services (SCAS) provides emergency services in response to disasters that threaten the
safety and welfare of animals, both in Sonoma County and other jurisdictions that request emergency
assistance, such as Lake County during the recent Valley fire disaster. SCAS is currently making preparations for
anticipated winter flooding that may require urgent assistance to ensure the safety of animals in the flood
zone.

Critical components needed to support rapid and efficient deployment of the animal services disaster
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response team are adequate Personal Protection Equipment and disaster training. Operationally, having an
onsite-installed generator is critical to keeping the shelter operations running during the Planned Safety Power
Shutdowns (PSPS) and other disaster related power outages.

On December 7, 2020 SCAS submitted an application to the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (ASPCA) for possible disaster grant funding. The application was for disaster supplies, training, and
funds to offset the cost of a recently purchased and installed generator to support an effective and rapid
response to natural disasters and other emergencies that affect animals and our operations. On December 21,
2020 the Department received notice that SCAS was to receive a grant. The award notification letter from
ASPCA was accompanied by a check for $75,000, which is the full amount of the grant award.

Prior Board Actions:

N/A
FISCAL SUMMARY
Expenditures FY 20-21 FY 21-22 FY 22-23
Adopted Projected Projected
Budgeted Expenses 75,000

Additional Appropriation Requested
Total Expenditures 75,000 0 0
Funding Sources
General Fund/WA GF
State/Federal
Fees/Other 75,000

Use of Fund Balance

Contingencies
Total Sources 75,000 0 0

Narrative Explanation of Fiscal Impacts:
Sufficient appropriations are included in the FY 20-21 budget.

Staffing Impacts:

Position Title (Payroll Classification) Monthly Salary Range [Additions Deletions
(A-1 Step) (Number) (Number)

Narrative Explanation of Staffing Impacts (If Required):
N/A

Attachments:
Attachment 1 - ASPCA Grant Agreement
Attachment 2 - ASPCA Grant Application

Related Items “On File” with the Clerk of the Board:
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None
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