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Project Overview
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State Legislation
Government Code Section 14670.10.5 
outlines the State’s goals and objectives for 
the SDC Specific Plan:

 Prioritize housing, including affordable 
housing and housing for individuals with 
developmental disabilities

 Preserve lands outside the core developed 
campus and its related infrastructure as 
public parkland and open space 

 Reduce uncertainty, increase land values, 
maximize interested third-party potential 
purchasers 



Schedule Overview
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Key Findings from Work to Date



Background Report

Table of Contents:
1. Introduction
2. Land Use
3. Public Services
4. Socioeconomic Profile
5. Transportation
6. Infrastructure
7. Natural Areas and Open Space
8. Natural and Man-Made Hazards
9. Market Demand Analysis
10. Architectural Background 

Report



Market Study - Market Demand Findings

 Very strong demand/need for affordable housing
 Strong demand for housing
 Demand for (one) medium-size hotel/event 

space 
 Demand for supportive commercial/industrial 

uses 
 Any institutional demand would be user specific
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Historic Resources



 Retention of historic district

 Interior character-defining 
features

 Repair versus replacement

 Hazardous material 
remediation

 Accessibility upgrades

 Fit with today’s needs

Historic Preservation - Key Planning Considerations



Natural Resources - Key Planning Considerations

Connect, protect and 
manage the natural 
areas and wildlife 

corridors

Maintain integrity of 
wildlife corridors

Balance water needs 
for habitat with 

water for 
development

Recreation levels 
likely to increase 

with housing 
increases



Site Costs - Key Planning Considerations

 Significant infrastructure costs:

 Most water infrastructure will need to 
be fully repaired or replaced

 New sewer lines needed

 New stormwater treatment system 
needed

 Hazardous materials (asbestos, 
mold) present in many buildings 
and structures
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Community Outreach



Community Outreach to Date

 Virtual Community Kick-off 
Webinars (4 total)

 Virtual Community Kick-off Survey

 Virtual Walking Tour

 Planning Advisory Team (PAT) 
meetings (5 so far)

 Key Informant Interviews (7 so far)

 Community Conversations

 Community Workshop #1



Virtual Community Kick-off Survey

April 27, 2020 to June 22, 
2020

• Open April 27, 2020 – June 
22, 2020

• Online survey

• Available in English and 
Spanish

• Received 304 responses



Community Priorities

 Natural resource 
conservation

 Site walkability

 Diverse community

 Development scaled for 
Sonoma Valley

Virtual Community Kick-off Survey: Takeaways



Community Conversations

• September 2020 – October 
2020

• Youth under 21, Disability 
Community Members, Latinx 
/ Hispanic Community 
Members

• ~75 community members 
engaged

• Online and in-person 
(outdoor/distant) meetings



Community Conversations: Takeaways

Community Priorities
 Natural resource conservation

 Develop SDC to be inclusive, 
accessible, inviting and safe

 Historic preservation

 Include community health and 
education services

 Opportunities for small businesses

 Family friendly

 Affordable, accessible, diverse 
housing



Community Workshop

April 27, 2020 to June 22, 
2020

• November 14, 
2020, 9:30am-11am

• Interactive Zoom meeting

• Available in English and 
Spanish

• 253 community members 
participated



Community Priorities

 Sustainability and resiliency as key values

 Open space surrounding the site 
preserved

 Mix of uses including housing, as well as 
jobs, cultural, institutional

 Walkability, biking, transit, connections; 
compact “European-style community”

 Honor the site’s history and the legacy of 
care, inclusivity

 Concerns about potential scale of 
development: “match existing scale” “rural 
character” “quality of life for Glen Ellen”

Community Workshop: Takeaways



2. Draft Vision and Guiding Principles



Draft Vision Statement



Draft Vision Statement



Draft Vision Statement

The former Sonoma Developmental Center is reinvigorated as a 
vibrant and sustainable community in the heart of Sonoma 
Valley. A mixed-use, pedestrian-oriented core provides a 
diverse array of housing choices, and serves as a magnet of 
innovation, research, education, and visitation. The surrounding 
open spaces flourish as natural habitats and as agricultural and 
recreational land linked to regional parks and open space 
systems. Development builds on the site’s rich historic legacy 
while meeting contemporary needs, emphasizing resiliency and 
sustainable building practices. Civic uses, community gathering 
places, and events attract visitors from Glen Ellen, Eldridge, 
and the broader Sonoma region, making the center a hub of 
community life in Sonoma Valley.



Draft Guiding Principles



Draft Guiding Principles

1. Promote a Vibrant, Mixed-Use Community

2. Emphasize a Cohesive Sense of Place and Walkability

3. Balance Development with Open Space Conservation

4. Promote Sustainability and Resiliency

5. Support Housing Development and Provide a Variety of 
Housing Types

6. Balance Development with Historic Resource 
Conservation

7. Promote Multi-Modal Mobility

8. Ensure Long-Term Fiscal Sustainability

9. Embrace Diversity



Next Steps

• Finalize Vision and Guiding Principles 

• Develop Alternatives: February - April 2021

• Community meetings to review Alternatives: Spring 
2021



3. Brainstorm



Brainstorm

• Vision and Guiding Principles feedback

• Ideas/issues/land uses etc. to be explored as part of 
Alternatives
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