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☐ 4/5 Vote Required 
  

Concurrent Resolution of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Sonoma and the Board of 
Commissioners of the Sonoma County Community Development Commission 1) Delegating 

Authority and Making Findings for Services Contracts Needed in Support of the Declared 
Homelessness Emergency; 2) Making Findings with Regard to Certain Development Codes as 

to Public Homeless Facilities and Enacting Emergency Standards as to Those Facilities; and 
3) Directing Staff to Pursue and Prioritize Establishment of Shelter and Low-Barrier Navigation 

Centers and Outdoor Shelter Alternatives 

Whereas, conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property has arisen 
within the County as to homelessness in general and particularly as to those at the 
encampment on the Joe Rodota Trail, urgent action is needed, especially in light of winter 
weather conditions. In addition to the individuals living and being exposed to such conditions, 
these conditions threaten and are impacting adjacent property owners, neighborhoods, and the 
general public, including users of public properties where encampments have arisen. These 
conditions are clear and imminent dangers that require immediate action to prevent and 
mitigate the loss or impairment of life, health, and property; and 

Whereas, on October 8, 2018, the Board of Supervisors and the Board of Commissioners 
of the Sonoma County Community Development Commission declared a shelter crisis pursuant 
to SB 850 (Govt. Code section 8698.2), finding that significant numbers of homeless persons in 
the County were without ability to obtain shelter and that the health and safety of such persons 
were threated thereby; and 

Whereas, the Board has determined that conditions regarding homelessness have 
worsened since that Declaration and that this continues to be a situation in which a significant 
number of persons within the County are without the ability to obtain shelter, resulting in a 
threat to their health and safety; and 

Whereas, on December 17, 2019, the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors declared an 
emergency regarding the homelessness situation, finding, among other things, that 
extraordinary immediate actions and coordination are required to address this dire situation, 
and activating a Joint Operations Center to identify issues and options, coordinate response, 
and provide for management of County and affiliate efforts regarding the homelessness 
emergency; and 

Whereas, due to the recent resolution of an outstanding legal question related to the 
requirements relating to enforcement of certain laws with regard to persons experiencing 
homelessness, adequate services and sheltering accommodations must be provided; and 
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Whereas, on December 2, 2019, the Board adopted the California Building Standards 
Code with local amendments and included in the adoption the matrix tables that precede each 
chapter, appendix or annex within each part of the model codes; and 

Whereas, two of those appendices set forth the specific California State Building 
Standards Code standards for emergency housing and emergency housing facilities to ensure 
the protection of public health and safety when there has been a declaration of a shelter crisis 
pursuant to Government Code section 8698 [California Residential Code, Matrix Adoption 
Table, Appendix X- Emergency Housing; California Building Code, Matrix Adoption Table, 
Appendix O – Emergency Housing collectively referred to as “Emergency Housing Standards” 
attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference]; and 

Whereas, the Board has determined that strict compliance with the standard provisions 
of the California Building Standards Code for public facilities open to the homeless would 
prevent, hinder or delay the mitigation of the effects of the shelter crisis; and 

Whereas, the Board temporarily suspends strict compliance with the California Building 
Standards Codes for public facilities open to the homeless to the extent that strict compliance 
would in any way prevent, hinder or delay the mitigation of the effects of the shelter crisis and 
the Board enacts the Emergency Housing Standards to be operative during the housing 
emergency and shall only apply to additional public facilities open to the homeless pursuant to 
Government Code section 8698; and 

Whereas, County and partner agencies have identified urgent services contract needs 
due to the homelessness crisis and specifically for resolving the Joe Rodota Trail situation. 
These needs include housing navigation services, as well as wrap-around services, including 
social, medical, and behavioral health services. Many of these services will meet interim, 
short-term needs and are necessary to stabilize existing conditions pending long-term, 
comprehensive plans for effectively resolving the homelessness emergency; and 

Whereas, existing County personnel and resources are insufficient to meet the extent, 
breadth, and variety of services needed, especially while maintaining normal County services 
and operations; and 

Whereas, standard County procurement process required for obtaining services is often 
lengthy in duration, and typically involves competitive process; and 

Whereas, the urgency of the homelessness emergency and conditions on the Joe 
Rodota Trail are such that standard procurement process timeframes are unacceptable to meet 
existing needs; and 

Whereas, under County’s policies for procurement of services, interim emergency 
agreements may, among other reasons, be executed in light of urgent emergency needs to 
preserve life, health or property and to maintain essential public operations; and 

Whereas, pursuant to Government Code section 23005 and other applicable law, in 
general the Board of Supervisors may delegate authority subject to its agents and officers to 
exercise certain powers; and 
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Whereas, pursuant to Health and Safety Code 34112 and other applicable law, the 
Board of Commissioners may delegate authority subject to its agents and officers to exercise 
certain powers. 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that this Board of Supervisors and Board of 
Commissioners hereby finds, declares, determines and orders as follows: 

1. The foregoing recitations are true and correct and incorporated herein. 

2. The Executive Director of the Community Development Commission, and Directors 
of Emergency Management, Permit Sonoma, General Services, Health Services, Human 
Services, and Regional Parks are delegated authority to negotiate and execute 
agreements for interim emergency services needed to respond to the current 
homelessness emergency, in amounts not to exceed $150,000, on condition that 
informal competitive bidding and such other methods and procedures be used to secure 
best value consistent with emergency needs, a single or sole source waiver be obtained 
for any such agreements over $50,000 in accordance with Sonoma County Code 2-58, 
and contingent on funding being available and identified for such agreements. 

3. The County Purchasing Agent, or her designee, is directed to process and expedite 
sole and single source waivers in accordance with this Resolution. 

4. The County Purchasing Agent, or her designee, is directed to prioritize and expedite 
procurement and processing of all said contracts and agreements and as requested by 
the Joint Operations Center in accordance with this Resolution. 

5. The above-mentioned Directors and staff are directed to pursue and prioritize 
establishment of low-barrier Navigation Centers, and indoor-outdoor shelter 
alternatives. 

 

Supervisors:     

Gorin: Zane: Gore: Hopkins: Rabbitt: 

Ayes: Noes: Absent: Abstain: 

   So Ordered.  
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ATTACHMENT A 

 

 

CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE-MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE 
APPENDIX 0 - EMERGENCY HOUSING 

(Matrix Adoption Tables are nonreguls tory, Intended only as an aid to the code user. 
See Chepter 1 for state, agency authority and building applications.) 

Adoptvig agency BSC SSC· SFM 
NCO DSA 0SHP0 

CG 
BSCC DPM AGR DWR CEC CA SL SLC 

t 2 1/AC AC •• ss,cc t IR • 3 • ' Adopt entlr8 chapter X X 

Adopt entire chapter 
as amended 
(amended sections 
listed below) 
Adopt only those 
sectk>ns the! ate ' 
lf;sled below 
Chapter / Section 

APPEND/XO 

EMERGENCY HOUSING 

t he pl'ovisions confai,rtd i,i this appendix are not mandatory 1111leS9 lpecijically refenmced ill the adopU11g ordinance. 

SECTION 010 1 emergency ho11singfacilltles Is limited exclllslvely lo I.he occu• 
GENERAL pants of the emergency hotM·ing, personnel i11WJlvtd In opcrat· 

0101.1 Scope. This appendix shall be applicable to emer• iug the housing, and other emerge11cy perso,inel. 

gency ho11sing and emerge11cy housfugfacilities, as def1"ed l,i EMERGENCY HOUSING SITE. A site containing emer• 
Section 0 1()2. geucy hoiising a,1d emergency housillg facilities supporting 

the emergency housing. 

SECTION 0 102 EMERGENCY SLEEPING CABIN. Relocatable hard-sided 

DEFINITIONS strnclttre constructed in accorda,ice with this appendix, 

0102. I <Jeueral. The following words and r.erms shall.for she 
which may be occupied only for emergency housing If 

p11rpose.J of this appendix, have the meanings shown herein. 
allowed by the etiforcing agency. 

R~fer to Chapter 2 ofthi., code for general defi11illons. EMERGENCY 1'RANSPORTAJILE HOUSING UNIT. A 

DECLARATION OF SHELTER CRISIS. The duly pro-
Jingle• or mu.J.tiple•stclio11 prefabricated structw·e that is 

claimed existence of a situation ht which a signiflctmt 11umbei· 
tran.tportabk by a vehicle and that can be installed on a per-

of pe,..rons a.re wlthout the ability to obtain shelter, resulting 
maneut or temporary siJe in reJponse to a n.eed for emer• 

iii a 1/,real tO their health and sqfety. (See Govemment Code 
gency hou.sfog. Emerg,mcy transportal>le housi11g wilts 

Section 8698.) 
Include, bUl are not tim.iled to, mamifactured homes, mobile· 

DEPENDENT UNIT. Etnerge11cy housi11g 1101 equipped with 
hom.e<S, multifamily mamifactured homes, rec:reatloual vehi· 
cles, and 1x1rk trailers. For lhe p1,rposes of this t1ppendlx, 

a kitchen area, toilet, and sewage disposal s,•stem. Recre• emergency transpor1able housing units may also b1(:/ude 
atio,wl vehicles thaJ are not self-co,uained and wlthout ulllJty commercial modulars tts defined in the Heall.h and Scifety 
service com1ections -shall be consldered depende11J unil.s. Code Ssctlon I 8001 .8, if approved by the etiforcbtg agency. 
EMERGENCY HOUSING. Housing /11 a perma11e111 or tem- Emergency transportable housing units do 1101 includefac· 
po,w"j :;tructure(s), occ,q,ied during a declaration of state of tory-built housing as defiried ,'n the Hea//h arid Safely Code 
emerge11cy, local emergency, or shelter cri.vls. Emergency Section 19971. 
houstng may include, but ls not limited Jo, b11ildlt1gs and LANDING l'LATFORM. A landing provided as the top step 
structure.1 constmcted in accorda11ce wilh the California 
Building Staudan l.v Code; a11d emergency sleeping cabins, 

of a stairway acc.essl11g a loft. 

emergency transportable housiug units, cmd tents constmcted LOCAL 13MEl1GENCY. Local E111e,ge11cy as defined i11 the 

/11, accorda11ce with thi,t ,1ppe11dix. Goven u11e1U Code, Section 8558. 

EMERGENCY HOUSING FACIUTIES. On-site common LOFT. A f/o<Jr fovel located more than 30 inches (762 mm) 

u:;e facilities supporting emergency housing. Emergency hous- above the main floor and open to it 0 11 at least one side with a 

lng f aciiitles include, b1U llre not limited to, kitchen areas, tol- ceiling height of less than 6/eet 8 inch,~:; (20.12 mm), used as 

lets, showers and bathrooms with r,umiug water. Tht use of a liYlng or sleepiug space. 

2019 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE 
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APPEN0IXO 

MANUFACTURED HOME. A stn ,cture designed to be 11std 
as a sfllgle{amily dwelli11g, as defined /J1 1he Health a11d 
Safety Code, Sec/1011 l 8007. 
Ml!MlJRANE STRUC'/'URE. All air-111/lated, air-supported, 
cable or frame-cqvered structure, not othenv,'se dtfinetl as a. 
1e11t. (See Chapter 31 of this code.) 
MOBILEHOM.B. A structure designed to be used as a Sill• 
gle--family dwelli11g1 as defined in the Health a11d Safety 
Curle. Se:~t«m 1 lJ()()fJ.. 

iroLTIFAMl l,Y MANUFACTURED JIOME. A struc111re 
designed ta contain not less tha,, two dwelling wiits, as 
defined In 1/,e Health and Safety Code, Section 18008.7. 
PA.RK TRAIL.BR. A troiler designed for human habltatio11 
th.at meets alt requirements in the Health and Safety Code, 
Section 18009.3. 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE. A motor home, 1mvel trailer, 
truck camper, or camping trail.er, with or without motive 
power, deslguedfor human habitariori, that meets all requite• 
ments i11 the Health and Safety Code, Sec1io1118010. 
S1'ATE OF EMERGENCY. ~~ale of Emergency as defined 
i11 the Govemmeul Cede, Section 8558. 
1'ENT. A structure, enclosure or sheller, with or without 
sidewalls or drops, constructed of fabri<: or pliilble material 
support.ed by any ma,mer except by air or tire content$ that it 
protects. 

SECTION 0 103 
EMERGENCY HOUSING 

O.103. l Geue.ral. Emergency sleeping cabins, emergency 
transportable lwusing u11Us, membrane structures and tents 
constJ•ucted a11dlor assembled ln accordance with this apptJt• 
di;c, shall /Ja occupied 011Jy during declarat.lon of state c,f 
emergency, ltJCal emergency, or shelter <:ri.siJ. 

Buildings and -structures constructed in accordance with 
the California Building Standards C.Ode, used as emergency 
housing, shaU be permitted to be pem,anently occupied. 
0103.2 b"'xistiug b11i/dillgs. Existing residential and ,ionresi­
d.entlal buildings or structures shall be perm/Jted to be used 
as emergency housiJlg and emergency housing facilfties pro• 
vided J'UC!t buildings or stmcturtS c.ompl'y with the building 
code provlsions and/or other regulations in effect at the time 
of original construction and/or altemtkm. Existing lmlldlngs 
or J'tmctures used as emergency housing shaU 11ot become QI' 

continue to be substandard b1dldil1gs, as determined by the 
enforcing age11cy. 

0103.2.1 New adtlititms, altcrah'ons, aud clta11gc of 
occt1paucy. New additwns, alterations, and charige of 
occupancy to existing bui/dil1gs shall comply with the 
requi.reme,us of the California Builcling Standards Code 
effective at the time of addition, alteration, or change of 
occupancy. Tlw t·equirements shall apply only to am/for 
within the specific area of the addition, aluratiou, or 
change of occup,mcy. 

Exception: Exi#it1g buildings and stmcturts ustd for 
emergency housing a11d emergency housing /llciUties 

may not be required to comply with the California 
Energy C<>de, as determined by the enforcing agency. 

0103.3 OccuJJ"nf lead. Except a., o/ilcnvise stated in /his 
appendix, the maximum occupant load allowed in. buildings 
and structures 11sed as emergenC)' housing slrall bt dettnnined 
by the enforcing agency, buJ the inte,-lor floor aJ·ea shall not be 
less thau 70 square feet (6.5 nl) for one occ11pant. \Vite re more 
Ilion one peno,r occupies the buildinglstntcturt, the required 
floor area shalt be /11creased at tile rate of 50 square feet (4.65 
m")Jor each occuptmt in excess of 011e. 

Exceptio11s: 
I. 1'ents. 
2. Recreational vehicles and park trailers designed for 

human habitation that me.et the requirements tn the 
Heal{/1 and Safety Code, Sections 18009.3 and 
I 8010, as applicable. 

0}03.4 Fil'e aud i.ife safety 1·eqrdr'eme1ttr not addressed in 
this appendix. If not otherwise addressed in thiJ appendix, 
fire a,1d life safely measures, indudlug, but not limited to, 
means of egress, fire separation, fire sprinklers, smoke 
a/arms, and carbon monoxid4 alarms, shall be determined 
and e1iforced by the enforcing ag,mcy. 
O103.S Plivacy. Emel'ge11cy ilousu,g shall be provided with a 
privacy lock on each entrance door and all windows for use 
by the occupants. 
0103.6 Heati,1g. All sleeping al'tas shall be pl'ovlded wi1h 
adequate heating as determiried by the enforci.ng agency. 

SECTION 0104 
EMERGENCY SLEEPING CABINS 

O104.J Gene,-a.l. Emergency :,•letpi11g cal>ins shall have an 
bJ.lerior floor area of not less than 70 squa,·efeet (6.5 na2)for 
one ocCupant. Wltere more than one perso,r occupies the 
cabin, the requited floor al'ea sit all b-t iI1creased at the mtt of 
50 ,fquarefeet (4.65 m") for each occupant In excess of one. 
11,e interu>r floor area shalt not exceed 400 square Jett (37 
m'), excluding lofts. 
0104.2 Live loads. Emerge,rcy sleeping cabins shall he 
designed to resist inlrus/011 of wind, rain, atid It> support the 
fallowl11g live loads: 

J. Floor live loads not less than 40 pou11ds per square foot 
(1.9'2 kPa) of floor al'ea. 

2. Horizontal Jive loads 1101 less than. J 5 p,o1mds per 
square fool (718 Pa) of vertical wall and l'OO/ al'ea. 

3. Roof live l.oads 1101 less th art 20 pounds per square foot 
(958 Pa) of fw,.iw111al roof area. 

4. in areas where snow loads al'e greats,- than 20 pounds 
per sq11al'e fool (958 Pa), tile roof shall be de,igned 
and ,:onstri,cted to re:i·ist /he.st addltkmal loads. 

0104.3 Mhtimum ceiling ltelght. Habitable space and haJf.. 
ways in emergency sleepi11g cabins shall have a ceiling 
htight of not less sha,a 80 Inches (20:12 mm). Bathrooms, toi• 
let r (J()mS, attd kitclletlJ', if provided, shall have a celling 
height of ,wt less than 76 i11ches (1930 mm). Obstruction:,· 

')1'1Q l"AI 11::noi,.11 RI Ill nlN O r.nnP:: 
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\ shall ,wt extend below these minim.um celling heights b1cl11d• 
, ing beams, girders, ducts, llghllng and other obstructions. 

Exception: Ceiling helghtl iii lefts ,·onstructed in accor~ 
dance with Section 0108 are permitted to bt less than 80 
ilrche., (2032 mm). 

0104.4 Means of egress. Emerge11cy sleeping cabins shall 
be p,-ovided with at least two forms of egress placed 
remotety from each other. One furm uf t:grt:ss mtry be l111 

egress window complyilag "ilh Sec/l011 0104.4.I . When a 
loft is provided. one Jonn of egress shall be an egre.:,•s w/11• 
df)w complying with Section 0/04.4.J, pr·ovlded in the loft 
space. 

01()4.4.J Egress wimlolY, The bottom oftlie clear open· 
ing of the egress window shall not be nwre than 44 
Inches (1118 11u11) above lite floor. The egress window 
shaU have a minimum net clear opening height of 24 
inches (610 mm), and (1 mbiimum net clear opening 
widtll of '20 iliche5 (508 111m), 1'he egre:iS window shall 
have a minimum net clear opening area of 5 square feet 
(0.465 m'). 

0104.5 Plumbing and gas 1e,.vice. if an emergency sleep• 
Ing cab_in contains plw11bint or gas seTVice, it shall comply 
with all applicable l'tqufrements of the California Plu111bi11g 
Cod~ and the California Mechanical Code. 
0104.6 Elech·icaL Emergen,y sleeping cabins shall be pro• 
vlded wiJ.h (II/ of tlte foUowbig installed in compliance wilh 
the California Electrical Code: 

I. Continuous source of tlectricity. 
Bxcepllon: 1'he source of electricity may be an 
emergency generawr or renewable soUJ·ce of power 
.)'U.Ch as solar or wilfd power. 

2. At least one interior lighting fi.xture. 
3. Elect,.ical heatlng eqt.ipme11t tisJtd for residential use 

and a dedicated re"ptacle outlet Jo,. the electl'ic<Jl 
Jietttl11g equipment. 

Exception: Electrital heating equipment (llld a ded­
icated receptacle outlet for the electJ'lcal heating 
equipment are not tequired If a 1w11electrlcal source 
of heating i3 provited. 

4. At least one GFCl·ptotected receptacle outlet for use 
by /he occupa111(s). 

0104.7 Ve11lilatio11. Emergtney sleeping cabi11s shall be pro• 
vlded with means of ventilation (natural and/or mechanical) 
allowing for adequaJe air ,-iplaceme111, as determined by Jhe 
enforcing ngency. 
0104.8 Smoke aJa,.ms. Emergency ,)'/etping cabins shall be 
provided with at le.ast one ~·moke alarm in.stalled iii accor• 
dance with the California Reside,~/al Code, Section R3 /4. 

0104.9 Carbon mQ11oxide alarms. If an emerge,rcy sleeping 
cabin contains a fi1el•bun1btg appliance(.v) or a fireplace(s), 
a carbon monoxide alal'm shall be Uistalled ln accordance 
with the Cafiftm1ia Residential Code, Section R315. 

2019 CALIFORNIA BUII.OINO CODE 

APPENDIX 0 

SECTION 0 105 
EMERGENCY TRANSPORTABLE HOUSING UNITS 

0105.1 General. In addition to the requirements in this 
appendix, mamifacturtd homes, mobilehome~·, multifamily 
manufactured homes, comrnerci2' modulaJ's, recreational 
vehicles, and park trailers used cs emergency transportable 
ho11siJ1g shall comply with all applicable ,.equiremtnt.t in the 
Health and Safety Code, Divlsio11 13, Part 2; a11d Title 25, 
Division I, Chapter 3, Subchapter 2. 

SECTION 0106 
TENTS AND MEMBRAIVE STRUCTURES 

0106.1 Geneml. Tents shall 11ot be used IQ house occupants 
for more than 7 days unless sucit tents are maintained with 
tight ,VOO<knjloors raised at /easr 4 ilr<:hes (101.6 mm) above 
the ground level and are equipped with baseboards on all 
sides to a height of at least 6 i11ch,s (I 52.4 11111,). Tents may be 
maintained with concrete slabs with the finished su,face at 
least 4 inches (JOJ.6 mm) above gmde a11d equipped with 
curbso11 all sides at least 6 iJ1ches (152.4 mm) high. 

A tent shall not be cousider«J a suitable sleeping place 
when it is fou11d necessary to ptovide heating f(lcililie.s in 
o,.der to maintain a minimum temperature of 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit (10 degrees Celsius) wUl,in such tent dwing the 
period of occupancy. 

Membr<mt stmcntres itlstalkd <md/orassembled In acco,,. 
dance with Chapter 31 of thls code, may be ptl'mitted to be 
used Q.f emergency ltousing and tmtt·gency housl11gfacilities, 
as dete,.mlntd b,v the enforcing agency. 

S ECTION 0107 
ACCESSIBILITY 

0107.1 Gcm.e,<aL Emergency lu'!using .shall comply with the 
applicable re9uireme11t.t in Chapter 11 B and/or the US 
Access Boord Final GuideUnesjor Emtrgency Transportable 
Housing. 

Note: The Architectural and Tra11spor1att'on Barriers Com4 

pliance Board (US Acce.ss Board) Issued tho Final Guid,,­
lines for Emergency n-ansportable Housing on May 7, 
2014. T/,e fora/ g11/delitU1s amended the 2004 ADA Accessi­
bility Guideline, (2004 ADAAG)and the 21)()4 An:hlteclural 
Barrier., Act (ABA) Accesslbi,ity G11/deU11es (2004 ABAAG) 
to specifically addtess eme,gency tmm1portable housing 
units provided to disaster survivors by entities subject to the 
ADA or ABA. 111e jitral rule ensure., that the emtl'gency 
transportable housi11g units are readily accessible to and 
usable by disaster survivors vJlfh disabilities. 

SECTIOIV 0108 
LOFTS IN EMERGE.NCY HOUSING 

0108.1 Mininwm lo}! area anJ dinumsio,,s. Lofts used as a 
sleepiJ1g or living space shall meet the mli1lmum are.a and 
dimension requi,.ements of Sectlor1s 0108,1./ through 
0/08.J.3. 

689 
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APPENDIX 0 

0108.1.1 Mim'mum area. Lofts shall haveaJIQQr area of 
1101 ltss than 35 square feet (3.25 m.1). 
0108.1.2 ftfinim11m dlmensi(ms. Lof/J' shall be not less 
than 5 feet (1524 mm) in any horiztmtal dimension. 
0 108. 1.3 Height •/feel 011 loft ar·, a. l'ortio11s of a loft wiJJr 
a sl<Jving ceiling measuring less than 3 feet (914 mm) from 
the finished floor to the finished celling shall not be con• 
sidered as co,wibuting to the mlnimum required orta for 
t/,e loft. 

Exceplio11: Under gable roofs with a minimum s lope of 
6: 12, por1ions of a /,qft with a sloping ceiling measuring 
le:;.r ti um 16 incites ( 406 mm) ji-om the finished floor to 
the fmished ceilb1g shall nQt be consldeted as contrib­
uting to the minimum req1iil'ed a.re a for the loft. 

0 108.2 Loft access. The access to and primary egress from 
wfts s/,a/l be any type described in Sectior,.s 0108.2.1 
throug/, 0108.2.4. 

0108.2.1 Stainvays. Stainvays accessing lofts.shall com­
ply with the California Residential Code or with Sections 
0108.2.1.J //1ro11gh 0108.2./.6. 

O108.2.J.J Width. Stainvay.r ttccessi.ng a loft shall not 
be less than 17 inches (432 mm) in clear width ttt o,· 
ribove the ha,,drail. The minimum. width below the 
handrail shall be not less than 20 inclws (508 mm). 
0108.2. 1.2 H eadroom. The headroom in stairways 
accesJ·i11g a I.oft ~·hall be not less thtm 74 i11cl1es ( /880 
mm), as me.asured ve,ticaJly, from a sloped line con­
necting the tread or /andhig platform nosings in the 
middle ofth•lr width. 
O108.2,J.3 1)·eads and ,·/sens. Risers for SUlirs access­
ing a loft ,shall be ,iof ltM'.f than 7 Inches (178 mm) and 
not more than 12 i11ches (305 1111n) In height. Tread 
depth and riser height shall be calculated in accor­
dance with one ofthtfollowlugformulas: 

I. The tread depth shall be 20 inches (508 mm) 
minus 4/3 of the ri~·er he/gill, or 

2. T/i, riser height .,hall be 15 inches (381 mm) 
minus 3/4 of the tread depth. 

0108.2.1.4 La11dillg plal/orms. T1te top step of stair­
waJs accessing lofts shall be constructed a., a landi11g 
platform where the loft ceiling height i.r less t/,an 74 
incites ( I 88() mm). The lauding platform sltnU be 18 
incites (457 mm) to 22 inches (559 mm) In depth mea~ 
sured from tlre 1wsing of the landing pla(/onn to the 
edge of t/,e loft. and 16 inches (406 111111) to 18 inches 
(457 mm) lu height mtasuredfrom the landing plaifo1111 
lo the/oft floor. 
O108.2.J.S Handrail.,. Handro/Js sltaU comply wiih the 
California Residential Code, Section R311. 7.8. 
0 108.2.J.6 StaJ,•,.ay guards. Guards a< open sides of 
stairways shall comply with the Califomla Reslden.1iaJ 
Code, Sectio11R312.J. 

0 108.2.2 Ladi/e1·s. Ladders accessing lofts shall comply 
with Sections 0108.2.2.I and 0108.2.2.2. 

690 

0108.2.2.1 S~e and capacity. Ladders accessing lofts 
shall have a ru,ig width of not 1-ess lha,i 12 incites (305 

mm), and 10 inches (254 mm) to 14 inches (356 mm) 
spacing between rung~·. Ladders shall be capable of 
supporting a 200 pc1md (90.7 kg) load on any rung. 
Rung spacing shall be uniform within 1/ 8 inch (9.5 mm), 
0108.2.2.2 hlcli11e. Ladders shall be u,stalled at 70 to 
80 degreesfrom horltontaL 

0 108.2.3 Altenutting tread devic,s. Altematfng tread 
devices al'e acceptable as allowed by !lie etiforcbig agency. 
0108.2.4 Loft gum·d•. Loft guards shClll be located along 
the open side of lofts. wft guards shall 1101 be less tlla11 36 
Inches (914 mm) iH height or one-half of the clear height 
to the ceiUng, whichever is less. loft guards ,Thall not have 
openings from the walking surface lo the required guard 
height tltal allow passage of a sphere 4 inches ( 102 mm) in 
diame.Jer. 

SECTION 0109 
LOCATION, MAINTENANCE AND IDENTIFICATION 

O109.J Mailuemm ce. Emerge11cy housing a11d emergency 
hou.riug facilities shall be mailitained in a safe and sanltar)1 

co11dition, and free from vermin, vectors and other mafler of 
a11 infectio11s or co111.agious ,iature. 111e gl'ounds within emer­
gency /to11si.ng sites shall be kept clean and free from accu~ 
muiallon of debris, fl/Jh, garbage and deleterious matter. 
Emergency hou.flng and emergency housing Jacilitles shall 
11ot be occupied if a .substandartl condition exists, as deter­
mined by the enforcing agency. 

0 109.1.1 Fire hazards . .Dangerous materials or materials 
Jha.t create a fire har.,ard, as detennintd by the enforclng 
agency, .,!tall 110/ be allowed on the grounds within emer~ 
gency housing l'ileJ·. 

0 109.2 ldt11tjjical/Qn. Emergency housing shall be desig­
nated by address number&; letters, or other suitable 11zea11.s of 
idetUification. The ide11tificatio,, slw/J be in a conspicuous 
location facing the street or driveway fronling the building or 
sn·uctm-e. E:ach lde11tifict1tU'Jn character shall be not less than 
4 Inches ( 102 mm) in heig/,t and 1101 less than 0.5 i11c!t (12. 7 
mm) in width, imta!Jed/paimed 011 a contra~·ting background. 

SECTION 0110 
EMERGENCY HOUSING FACILITIES 

OII0. I Dri,iki11g water. Potable drillki11g water shall be pro· 
videdfor all occupa111s of emergency housing. 
0 110.2 Kitchens. Where occupants of dependent uuitsare pe, ... 
mitt.ed or requfrtd to cook/or themselves, a separate anut shall 
be equipped and maintained as a common use kitchen. Rtfrig­
eraJed stomge shaJI be provided/or safe storage of food. 
0110.3 Toilet and batlri11g facilities. When dependent units 
are used as emerge11cy ho11si11g, tht emergency ho1isi11g .site 
shall be provided with one toilet a,1d one bathing facUity for 
every 15 occupants of each ge11der. The enforcing !lgency 
may permit diffenmt typts aud ratios of toilet arid bathilig 
facilities. The approval shall be based upcm a finding that the 
type and ra1io of toilet a11d batl,ing faciliries are s1ifficient to 
process the ilnticipoted volume of sewage and waste water, 
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' · I while maintainb,g sa11itary condllions for the occupants of 
the emergency housing. 

Bathing jacilitles shall be provided wilh heating equip~ 
me11t whkh shall be caf)(lble of mttlnlaining a temperature of 
70 degrees F (2 1.0 degrees Celsius) within suchfacllit-ies. 

Lavatories willt nmm'ng water shaU be i'nstalled ,md 
maintaln~d i11 the toilet facilltles or qdjacent to the toilet 
facilities. 
OJ 10.4 Garbage, wast• a11d rubbish dl.,posaL All garbage, 
tlfclum wc.1ste and rubb/3/i .shaJI bt.1 d8p()Sit~d ;n <Jppr11v~d 
covered receptacles, which sha/J be empti.ed when filled and 
the co,uen.Js shall be disposed of in a sanitary manner accept­
able to the enforcing agency. 
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CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE- MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE 
APPENDIXX-EMERGENCYHOUSING 

(Matrix Adoption Tables are nonregulatory, Intended only as an aid to the code user. 
See Chapter 1 for state agency authority and building applications.) 

Adopting agenoy asc BBC• SFM 
HCD DSA OSHPD 

6 BSCC DPH AGR DWR CEC CA SL SLC CG 1 2 1/AC AC 8S SS/CC 1 1R 2 3 4 

Adopt enttre chapter X 
Adopt entire chapter 
asamended 
(amended sections 
llsted below) 
Adopt only those 
sections that are 
nsted below 
Chapter I Sectton 

APPEND/XX 

EMERGENCY HOUSING 

The provisions contained ln this appendix are not mandatory unle1s apecifically refmmced in the adopting ordinance. 

SECTION AX101 
GENERAL 

AXl0l.1 Scope. This appendix shall be applicable to emer• 
gency housing and emergency houstngfactlities, as defined in 
Section AX102. 

SECTION AX102 
DEFINITIONS 

AX102.1 General. The following words and terms shall, for 
the purposes of this appendix, have the meanings shown 
herein. Refer to Chapter 2 of this code for general definitions. 
DECLARATION OF SHELTER CRISIS. The duly pro­
claimed existence of a situation in which a significant number 
of persons are without the ability to obtain shelter, resulting 
111 a threat to their health and sqfety. (See Government Code 
Section 8698.) 
DEPENDENT UNIT. Emergency housing not equipped with 
a kitchen area, toilet, and sewage disposal system. Recre­
ational vehicles that are not self-contained and without utility 
service connections shall be considered dependent units. 
EMERGENCY HOUSING. Housing in a pemlllllent or tem• 
porary structure(s), occupied durlng a declaration of state of 
emergency, local emergency, or shelter crisis. Eme,-gency 
housing may include, but is not limited to, buildings and 
structures constructed in acco,-dance with the California 
Building Standards Code; and emergency sleeping cabins, 
emergency transportable housing units, and tents constructed 
in accordance with this appendix. 
EMERGENCY HOUSING FAClLITlES. On-site common 
use facilities supporting emergency housing. Emergency hous­
ing facilities include, but are not limited to, kitchen areas, toi• 
lets, showers and bathrooms with runnmg water. The use of 
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emergency houslng facilities is limited exclusively to the occu­
pants of the emergency housing, personnel involved in operat­
ing the housing, and other emergency personneL 
EMERGENCY HOUSING SITE, A site containing emer­
gency housing and emergency housing facilities supporting 
the emergency housing. 
EMERGENCY SLEEPING CABIN. Relocatable hard-sided 
structure constructed in accordance with this appendix, 
which may be occupied only for emergency housing if 
allowed by the eriforcing agency. 
EMERGENCY TRANSPORTABLE HOUSING UNIT. A 
single- or multiple-section prefabricated .structure that is 
transporlable by a vehicle and ihat can be installed on a per­
manent or temporary sile In response to a need for emer­
gency housing. Emergency transportable houslng units 
include, but are not limited to, lllanl{actured homes, mobile­
homes, multifamily manlf{actured homes, recreational vehi­
cles, and park trailers. For the pul"[)Oses of this appendix, 
emergency transporlable houslng units may also include 
commercial modulars as defined in the Health and Sqfety 
Code Section 18001.8, if approved by the erlforcing agency. 

Emergency transportable housing units do not include fac­
tory-built housing as defined in the Health and Safety Code 
Section 19971, 
LANDING PLATFORM. A landing provided as the top step 
of a stairway accessing a loft, 
LOCAL EMERGENCY. Local Emergency as defined in the 
Government Code, Section 8558. 
LOFT. A floor level located mol"e than 30 inches (762 mm) 
above the mainfloor and open to it on at least one side with a 
ceiling height of less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm), used as 
a living or sleeping space. 
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MANUFACTUJIED HOME. A Slmcfur< d,sig11ed to be used 
as a singlefamily dwelling, as defmed iu the Health tmd 
Safety Code, Section l 8007. 

MEMBRANE STRUCTURE. An alr•lnflaud, air-supported, 
cable or frame-covered Slr uc:ur e, not Olherwlse defined as a 
tttl/. (See Chapt~r 31 of the UJlifomia Building Code,) 
M0Bll.£TfOME. A srructure designed to be used as a si11-
elL-fam.ily d wP.Wn11, ns tf,jfo,.d in thP. 1-(,mt,/i nnd S.n/P.ty 
Code, Section 18008. 
MULTIFAMILY MANUFACTURED HOME. A struc111re 
designed 10 contain 1101 Jess than two dwelling units, as 
defi11ed ;,, the Health a11d S<if<ty Code, Sec/ion /8()()8,7, 

PARK TRAILER. A frailer designed for human habitalion 
that meets aU requiremellls fn the Heallh a11d Safety Code, 
Section 18009.3. 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLB. A motor horn,, travel trailer, 
truck camper, or campbzg traile,~ with or without motive 
power, designed for human habitation, that meets all requlre4 

me,1ts in the Healr/J and Safel)' Code. St.ction 18010. 
STATE OF EMERGENCY, Stale of Emergency as defl11ed 
111 the Government Code, SecUo,r 8558. 
TEN1', A structure., enclosure or shelter, with or without 
sidewalls or clrop,s, co11structed of fabric or pliable material 
supported by any manner except by afr or the ctmJents that it 
pl'olects. 

SECTION AX1O3 
EMERGENCY HOUSING 

AX.103.1 Ge,uwal. Emergen,:y sleeplng cabiJ1s, emergency 
transportable housing wuts, m~mbra,i.e stmctures and re11ts 
constructed aud/or assembled in accordd1we wWr tlrls app,tn· 
dix, shall be occupied only dsm'ng declr1ratlon of state of 
emergency, local emergency, or shelter crisis. 

811ildings mul structures ~onslru.cted in accorda11ce with 
tire Califomia Bw1ding Standards Code, ustUI as tmergency 
housing, shall be pertnllted to be permommJly occupied. 
AX/03.2 Existing fm1ldbtgs, Existing re~·idenJ.ial and 11011res­
idet1tial b11ildi11gs or J'tructuns shall be penniued to be used 
as emerge11Cy housing and e1•1erge11cy housl11g faciliJies pro­
vided such bulldings or structures comply with the building 
code prcviticflJ and/o r other regulations in effect at the time 
of original co11structio11 and/or alteration. F,,x;stiug buildings 
or structures used as emergeJU:y ho11si11g shall 11ot becomtt or 
continue to be substandardJbuildings, QS determined by the 
enforcing agency, ~ 

AXl03.2,J New additiom, allemtio11s, and change of 
occupa11cy. New additions, alterations., and change of 
occupancy to aisti.11g bvildilzgs shall comply with tht 
req11irementJ' of the Califomia Building StandaJ'ds Code 
effective at the tin~ of addition, alteration, or change of 
occupanc)•. The requirements shall apply only to and/or 
within the specific area of tire addition, altemrio11, or 
change of occupancy. 
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Exception: Existing b1,Udings and structures used for 
emergency houJing and emergency housing /atllilie.t 

may not be required to comply with IJ,e California 
Energy Code, as dettrmi11ed by the elf/orcing agency. 

AXJ03.3 Occupa111 load. Except as otherwise stated in this 
appendix, the maximum occupa11: load allowed In buildings 
and stmCIJl.re:,· used as emergency housing sha/J be determined 
by the enforcing agency, but the imerior floor area shall not be 
less tha11 70 square feet (6.5 m.'1)/orQ1te QCcupant. Where more 
than Ont! per$on occupies Jhe bui.idi11glstruct.ure, the re<p1ired 
floor area shall be i11creased at the rate of 50 square feet (4.65 
m2) for each occupant In excess ofo11e. 

Exceptions: 
I. Tents. 
2. Recrealional vehicles and park trailers designed for 

human habi'uuion thttf meet the requlremenb in tire 
Healfh a11d Safety Code, Sections 18009.3 a11d 
18010, as applicable. 

A.X103.4 Fire a11d life safety ,·etp.tirements not addresse,l U1 
this appendix. If not otherwise addressed ln this appendix, 
fire and life safety measure~·. including, but not limited to, 
mea11s of egress, fire separatfon, fire sprinklers, smoke 
alamis, mu/ carbon mo,roxlde afam1:,•, shall be determined 
and enforced by the e,iforcillg ,,gency. 
AXJ03.S Pl'lvacy, Emerge11cy hor.sing slrall be provided wit/a 
a, privacy lock on each entrance door a11d aJ.I windows for use 
by the occ1tpants. 
AX/03.6 Heatiltg, AU sleeping areas shall be provided with 
adequate heati11g llJ' determined ty the e,1forci11g agency. 

SECTION AX104 
EMERGENCY SLEEPING CABINS 

AX104 . .1 0 dtte ral. Emerge,u;,y ,1l<ep/ng cabi,i,y th(tfl ltaw: an 
i11terior floor area of not less tha• 70 squ,irefeet (6.5 m2) for 
one occupant. \Vhere more than one person occupies the 
cabin, Jhe required.{wor area shall be i11crea.te.d at the rate of 
SO square feet (4.6S m2) for each occupant in excess of 011e. 

The interior ju,or area shall not exceed 400 sq"arefeel (37 
m2

), excluding lo~•. 

AX104.2 Litte loads. Emergency sldeping cablns shall be 
designed to resist intrusion of wi•1d, rain, and to support the 
followi11g live loads: 

1. Floor live loads ttot less than. 40 pounds per square foot 
(1.92 kPa)offloorarea. 

2. Horitoutal livo loads 1101 less than 15 pounds per 
square foot (718 Pa) of verl/cal wall and roof area. 

3. Roof Uve /()llds not leJ·s tha'tl. 20 pou11ds per square foot 
(958 Pa) ofhoriz,ontal roof area. 

4. l,1 area$ wlumi ,m<>w loads are greater titan 20 pounds 
per square foot (958 J'a), 11,e roof shall be designed 
and constructed to reslst tlttse additlc11al loads. 

AX104.3 Mlltimtun ceiling lteigla. Habitable space tmd hall­
way., ln emergency sleeping cabins shall have a ceiling 
height of not J.us thm1 80 inches (2032 mm), Bathrooms, toi- \ . 
let rooms, and kitchens, if provided, shaU have a crJlling 
h~lght of not less thtm 76 lnc!tes (1930 mm). Obslructions 
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shall ,wt exttnd below these minimum ceiling heights includ­
ing beams, girders, ducts, lighr-ing and 0Iherobstructlo11s. 

Exception: Ceiling heights iii lofts con,stmcltd iJ1 accor­
dance with Section AX/08 are permitted to be le.ts 1han 80 
iJ1ches (2032 mm), 

AX104.4 Means of eg1'ess. Emergency sleeping cabins J·hall 
be provided wiJh tit least hVo forms of egress placed remotely 
from each other. One fonn of egress may be an egress whi­
dow ,:omplying wiJI, Section AX104.4.J. \Vhen a loft Is pro­
vided, one form of egress shall be au egress wi,tdow 
co111plyU1g with SecIlonAXJ04.4.J, provided in lhe loft space. 

AX104.4.1 Egress window. The bctf()m of the clear open,. 
ltig of the egress wi,idow shalluot be more than 44 lttches 
(1118 mm) above the floor. 1J,e egress wllulow shall have 
a mininuim TU!./ clear opening height of 24 lnche.s (610 
mm), a11d a minimum net clear opening ·width of 20 Inches 
(508 mm). The egress window shall have a nii.ninmm net 
clear opening area of5 square feet (0.465 m1

) . • 

AX104.S Plmnl,ing a,,d gas service. If an. tmergency sleep· 
i,1g cab/Ji contt1i11s plumbing or gas service, it .thall comply 
wil/J aU applicable req11ireme11I~ of fl,e Callfomia P/,m,bing 
Code and the Califomla Mechanical Code. 
AX104.6 Elechicaf. Emergency sleeping cabiJ1s sltaU be pro­
vlded with all of the following installed in complfrmce with 
the C,1lifomia Electrical Code: 

I . Continuous source of electricity. 
Exception: The sour<:e of electricity may be a,r 
emergency generator or renewable source of power 
such as solar or wind power. 

2. At least one interior lighting fixture. 
3. E/,ectricaJ heatlug equipment listed for reside,itial use 

and a dedicated receptacle outlet for the e/ectticat 
heatlng equipmelit. 

&:ccptlon.: Elect.ru:Cll htatbtg equipment and a ded­
icated receptacle outlet for the electrical heating 
equlpme,u are ,wt required if non-ele,:trlcal source 
cf healing is provided. 

4. At least Otte GFCl-protected receptacle outlet for use 
by the occupmit(s). 

AX104.7 Ve111ila1io11. Emerge1<cy sleep/11g cabins shall be 
provided with means of vt11tllation (natural mid/or mtchanl· 
cal) allowing for adequate air rtplacamc11t, as determined by 
Ille enforcing agency. 
AX104.8 SmQke alal'ms. Emergency .sleepi11g cabins shall bt 
provided wi.lh a, least oue smoke alcmn lnstallad in, accor­
cl,mce wlJh Section R314. 
AX/04,9 Ca,-bo,i uw110:tldt alamrs. If a,i emergency sleep· 
ing cabin ,:ontalns a fuel-buming appliauce(s) or tt fire­
place(s), " carbon mo11oxJde alarm shall be installed in 
acr;orda,1ce wilh Section R3 I 5. 

SECTION AX105 
EMERGENCY TRANSPORTABLE HOUSING UNITS 

AXJ0S.1 General In adtli/Jon to the requlremems in this 
appendix, mamcjGctured homes, mobilchomes, mull-ifamlly 
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manufactured homes, cor,u11ercial mod1dnrs, re1:re.atlc11al 
vehicles, 011d park trailers used as emergency transportable 
housing shall comply with all applicable requireme11ts in the 
Health tmd Safety Code, Division 13, Part 2; a11d Title 25, 
Division 1, Chapter 3, Subchapter 2. 

SECTION AX106 
TENTS AND MEMBRANE STRUCTURES 

AX106.1 General. Tents shall not be used to house occupants 
for more 1han 7 days 1mles,f .mch tellts are maintained with 
tiglll wooden floors raised at lea.st 4 Inches ( 101 .6 mm) above 
rht ground level and are equipped wish baseboards 011 all 
sides to a height of al lease 6 l11ches (152.4 111111). Tents may be 
maintained with co1icrete slabs wl1h the follshed sueface a1 
lea.H 4 inches (J0J.6 111m) above grade and equipped with 
curbs on all sides at lea,i 6 i11ches ( J 52.4 mm) high. 

A tdl,t shalt not be considered a ~·,litable sleepb1g place 
when if is found 11ecessa,y to provide heating /acili#es in 
order to 111ai11Jal/J a minimum. t.emperawre of 50 degrees 
Ftthrenheil (JO degree.s Celsius) wilhi11 such tent during the 
period of occupa11cy. 

Membrtme structures installed a11d/o,· as.,embkd In accor· 
dance wiJh Chapter 31 of the California Buildlng Code, may 
be pumiUed robe used as emergency ho11siltg and emergency 
housing facilities, as determined by the e,iforcfog agency. 

SECTION AX107 
ACCESSIBILITY 

AX107,l Getieral. Emergency housing shall comply will, the 
appllcable requirements in the California Building Code, 
Chapter J 1B, and/or lhe US Access Board Final G"idelinea 
for Emergency Transportable 1Jausi11g. 

Note: Tire Architectwal and Tra11sportatio11 Barriers Com­
pliance Board ( US Access Board) i.ts11ed the Flnal Guide­
li11e$ for Emergency TJ·anspol'table Housing on May 7, 
2014. Tire final g11ideU111..r amended the 2004 ADA Accessi• 
bllity Guidelines (2004 ADAAG) and the 2004 Arohi1ec111rt1/. 
Barriers Act (ABA) Accessib/Uty Guidelines (2004 ABAAG) 
to specifically addrtSJ' emergenc)' transpo,table housi'ng 
units provided to disaster S11rviWJrs by emities subject to the 
ADA or ABA. The final ntle ensures that the emergency 
trm11JX)nable housing units are readiJy acce:,·sible to and 
usable by disasre,· s11rvlvors with disabilities. 

SECTION AX108 
LOFTS IN EMERGENCY HOUSING 

AX108.1 Minimum l<>ft a,'ea a11d dhne11slo11s. Lofts used as 
a sleeping or llYing spac1t sha/J meet the minimum area and 
dime11sion rtquh'eme11ts of Sections AX108.1.I through 
AX/08.1.3. 

AX108.1.l Mi'uimum area. Lofts .shall have a jwor area 
of 1101 less than 35squarefeel (3.25 m2). 

AXJOB.1.2 Millimum dh11emfo11s. lnft:,· .shall. be not less 
than 5 feet ( /524 mm) in any horizontal dimen:1Wn. 
AXJOS.1.3 Height effect 011 !-Oft a,·ea. Porlums of a loft 
with a. sloping ceiling measuring ks.v tha11 3 feet (914 mm) 
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from the finished floor to tl1e filrished ceiling shall nct be 
c<msidered as c.ontrlbuJlng to the minimum required area 
for tile loft. 

/Jxceptiou: Under gablt roofs with a. minimum slope of 
6:12, portions of a loft ll'ith a slopitrg ceiling measurirtg 
less than 16 ilichcs (406 mm)from thefiniShedfloor lo 
the fuu'shed ctili.ng shall not be considered as contrib· 
uti11g to the minimum re1uired area/or !ht loft 

AX108.2 Loft access. The access to and primary egress from 
lofts shall be a11y type described in Sec//011s AXJ08.2. I 
thro11gh AX/08.2.4. 

AXJ08.2.J Stairways. StalJ'ways accessing /,ofts shall 
comply with /.Jai.s code or with Sections AX/08.2.J .1 
tlm:111gh AX.108.2.1.6. 

AX108.2.J.J Width. St.Jin vay,)· acce..s.,lng a loft shall 
1101 be less than 17 inclus (432 mm) in clear width al or 
above the handrail. 1i1e minbnum width below the 
handrail shall be 110I le$$ tha,r 20 inches (508 mm). 

AXJ08.2.J.2 Headroo11. The headroom in stairways 
accessing a loft shall bt 1101 less tha11 74 u,ches ( 1880 
nun), as measured venlcally, from a sloped li11e con· 
necting tire tread or lt.ndin.g plarform ,rosings in the 
middle of their wldth. 
AXIOS.2.J.3 Treads a11d risen. RLws for stairs 
accessli1g a loft shall be ,iot Je~·s tlran 7 inchts ( 178 
mm) and not more than 12 inches (305 mm) in height. 
Tre,,d depth and riser height shall /Je calculated ill 
accordance with 011e o/lhefoJ./owing formulas: 

1. The tread depth shall be 20 inches (508 mm) 
minus 4/3 of 1he r!ser height, or 

2. 1'he riser height shall be 15 inc/res (381 mm) 
mfnu.t i/4 of lh~ TMntl. 1/,rpth. 

AX108.Z.1.4 Umdiug platforms. 111e top step of stair­
ways at.:ce.t.ting lofts sh1U be consrntcted as a landing 
plaiform where the loft ceiUug /Might ls less thtm 74 
/11c/res (188() mm). Til, landing plarform shall be 18 
inches (457 mm) to 22 incites (559 mm) in depth mea· 
sured from the ttosing of the landing plarfonn to the 
edge of tire loft, and 16 inc/res (406 mm) to 18 i11c/r,s 
(457 mm) in height memuredfrom the landing pla(/orm 
to the loftfloor. 

AX.108.2.J.S l/a11d1·ai/J. Ha11drails shall comply wish 
SectionRJJJ.7.8. 
AXJOS.2.J.6 Stairway guards. Guards at open side., of 
stairways shall comply with Section R312.J. 

AXJOB.2.2 Ladtlers. !Adders accessing lofts shall r;omply 
with Sections AX/08.2.1 a,,d AX/08.2.2. 
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AXIOB.2.2.I Site a11d c,paciJy. Ladders accessing lofts 
J·lrall have a rung width of not less tlum 12 inches (30S 
mm), a11-d JQ.b1ch (254 mm) to 14-inch (356 mm) spac· 
lug berwun nm.gs. Ladders shall Ile capable of sup­
porting a. 200 pound (00,7 kg) load 0,1 any nmg. Rung 
spaclng shall be unifonr. within J;, inch (9.5 mm). 
AX108.2.2.2 J11c/111e, I.adders shall l>e installed at 70 
lo 8() degrees from hork,ontal, 

AXJOS.2.3 Allenwtiug Ire.ad de.,ices, Allemating tread 
devices are acceptable as aUolwd by /lie enforcing agency. 
AXJOB.2.4 LlJft g11lll'<is. I.oft guards s/rall be located 
n/0J1g the open side of UJ.fts. UJft gu<Jrds $hall not be less 
than 36 inclie:,· (914 mm) in height 01· one-half of rlle clear 
htiglif to the ceili,ig, whichever ls less. Loft guards shall 
not have openings from Utt walking :;wface to the 
required guard height thar ahow passage of a sphere 4 
inches ( 102 mm) in diameter. 

SECTION AX109 
LOCATION, MAINTENANCE ANO IDENTIFICATION 

AX109.1 A1ai.J1tenauc11. Emergtncy housing and emerge,rcy 
housing facilities shall be maimained iu a safe and sanifa,-y 
<:eftdilion, and free from vermin, ·1ectors trnd other matter of 
a,i Infectious or co,rtagious uawre. 11,e grounds withi11 emer• 
ge11cy housing sites J'hall be kept clean and free from accu­
mulati.Qn of debris, filth, garbage and deleterlot13. matter. 
Emergency housing and emerge,cy housing facilllies shall 
not be occupied if a s11bstandt1rd condlllon exists, as deter· 
mined by the enforcing agency. 

AXI 09.J.I Fi,·e hat,al'ds. Dangerous materials or materi· 
a.ls that cretue afire ltawrd, ar detennined by the enforc­
ing nge11cy, shall ,rot bt allowed 011 rhe grounds within 
emergency housing sites. 

AX109.2 Jde11tifkatio11. Emergency housi11g shall be desig­
nated by addre,vs numbers, lelters, or other suitable means of 
idenlificotion. The identiflcmion shall be iii a conspicuous 
location facing the street or drivellltly frotttillg the building OJ' 
structure. Each identification cha .. acltr sht1ll be not less thtm 
4 inches (102 mm) in height a11d11ot less than 0.5 inch (/2,7 
nun) in width, i11stalled/pai,11ed o,: a contrasting background. 

SECnON AX110 
EMERGENCY HOUSING FACILITIES 

AXJJO.I v,.;,-,kb,g wttter. Potatle drinking water shall be 
1>rovide.dfor all occupants of emergency housing. 
AXJJ0.2 Kitchens. Where ()(;Cttp;.tnts of dependent units are 
pemiilted (Jr requlred to cookforthemseJve,\', a separate area 
shall be equipped aud maintained as a common use kitchen. 
Ref,1gerated storage slrall be prov!dedfor safe stomge of food. 
AXll0.3 Toilet a11d bathi11gfacliilies. Wiren dependent units 
are used as emergency housing, the emergency housll1g site 
shall be provided with one toilet and one batl1ing Jacillty for 
every 15 occupants of each gender. The enforcing agency 
may pernUt diffe1'ent types and ratios of toilet aud bathing 
/ncililie.t. The approval shall be based upon afindlng tltal the 
type and ratlo of 1oilet and bathh1,g facililies are siiffic/e,if to 
process the anticipated volume <1 sewage a11d wasle water, 
whl/e maintaining sanitary conaitlons for the ocwpants of 
the emergency housing. 

Bathing facl/Jties J·hall be pr,vided with heating equip• 
ment whicll shall Pe capable of1r.ail1taining a temperature of 
70 degrees F (21.0 degrees Cels/11.s) within suc/Jfacililies. 
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Lavatories with l'Unning water shall be iustalled and 
maintained in tire toilet facilities or adjace11t to the toilet 
facilities. 
AXJ 10,4 Ga,·buge, waste a11d l'Ubbish disposal, All garbage, 
kitchen waste a11d ntbbish .1hall be deposited /11 approved 
covered receptacles, which shall be emptied when filled a11d 
the co111ems shall be disposed of in a sanita;y man,11er accept• 
able to the enforcing agency. 

EMERGENCY HOUSING 


