
STATE OF CALIFORNIA GAVIN NEWSOM, GOVERNOR 

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, LAND SURVEYORS, AND GEOLOGISTS 
2535 Capitol Oaks Drive, Suite 300, Sacramento, California, 95833-2944 

Telephone:  (916) 263-2222 – Toll Free:  1-866-780-5370 

Facsimile:  (916) 263-2246 

www.bpelsg.ca.gov 

February 15, 2019 

Verne Ball 

Deputy County Counsel 

Sonoma County Counsel’s Office 

575 Administration Drive, Rm. 105A 

Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

Dear Mr. Ball, 

This is in response to your concerns regarding whether a licensed C-42 contractor is authorized 

to design onsite wastewater treatment systems. According to the California Code of Regulations 

(16 CCR 832.42), a licensed sanitation system contractor is authorized to “fabricate and install 

cesspools, septic tanks, storm drains, and other sewage disposal and drain structures”. However, 

a licensed C-42 contractor is not authorized to determine the type of system that should be 

installed and/or provide the preliminary soils testing to determine the type of system to be used 

on the property. 

The use and design of fixed works for sewerage and purification of water, as identified in 

Section 6731 of the Business and Professions Code, is clearly within the definition of civil 

engineering and requires a civil engineering license. 

I hope this information is of assistance to you. If you have additional questions, please contact me 

at (916) 263-2247 or natalie.king@dca.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Natalie King, P.E. 

Senior Registrar, Civil Engineer 

Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists 
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