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Preliminary Budget 

Natural Resources and Agriculture 
Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District 
Agriculture/Weights and Measures 
Regional Parks 
Sonoma County Water Agency 
U.C. Cooperative Extension 



 

      
 

    

      

    

Functional Area 
Key Functional Area Challenges and Opportunities 

CHALLENGES: 

• Staffing challenges; unable to provide levels of services with reduced 
budgets. 

• Reduced capacity to mange lands, both public and private lands. 

• Ability to obtain grants; need support to write and manage grants. 

• Reduced ability to address climate change issues, fire, flooding, drought. 
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Functional Area 
Key Functional Area Challenges and Opportunities 

OPPORTUNITIES: 
• Department collaboration to implement, educate and expand the use of fire and 
grazing for managing working landscapes 

• Training for youth in land management activities, coordination with Youth Ecology 
Corps 

• Department participation in the Ag & Open Space Vital Land Initiative 

• Departments are supporting Groundwater Sustainability Act (GSA) coordination 
and implementation 

• Departmental use and application of LIDR mapping data for land management 

• Identification of individual department’s roles in recovery and resiliency; prioritizing 
as relevant to fire, flooding and drought 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
GSA Note:  Staff will return to the Board in May to discuss solutions for unincorporated rural residential well owners estimated to cost $85,000 annually for three years.



 

 Natural Resources and Agriculture 
FY 2019-20 Collaboration Session Outcomes 

• Groundwater  Sustainability 

• Grazing  for  Fire Protection  and  Natural  Resources  Enhancement 

• Sonoma  Valley  Fire Collaborative 

• Sonoma  Veg Map/LiDAR/Post  Fire  Data  Collection  and Analysis 

• Vital  Lands Initiative 

• Lake  Sonoma  FireSmart Project 
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Presentation Notes
Groundwater Sustainability - The Natural resource agencies/departments are supporting groundwater resources, including support of the newly formed Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) necessary to comply with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.   Sonoma Water is providing the lead on staffing and developing collaborative groundwater sustainability plans in the major basins in Sonoma County.  Working in conjunction with the County, cities, and stakeholders, the goal is to develop programs and projects that will lead to the long-term sustainability of the groundwater basins throughout the County.  In addition, working with Ag + Open Space and the County, the most important recharge areas are being identified to ensure that critical groundwater recharge areas are maintained in the future.  As part of the it’s Vital Lands Initiative, Ag + Open Space will recommend prioritizing the protection of lands critical for water including groundwater recharge areas.  Grazing for Fire Protection and Natural Resources Enhancement - UC Cooperative Extension, the ORR, Regional Parks, and Ag + Open Space are working collaboratively on efforts to manage public and private lands against the risk of catastrophic wildfire.  UC is working with private landowners on providing education and resources around the benefits of grazing as a fire risk reduction tool and as a benefit for natural resources.  Both Parks and Ag + Open Space are prioritizing grazing as a tool on lands currently owned as a method of reducing the risks of fire.  In addition, the local RCDs through their relationships with private landowners, are also increasing the education of local landowners around the benefits of grazing. Sonoma Valley Fire Collaborative - Regional Parks, Ag + Open Space, Sonoma Land Trust, Audobon’s Bouverie Preserve (with help from UC Cooperative Extension), State parks, and Sonoma Ecology Center among others are working towards fuels reduction planning and strategy that will lead to project implementation in the Valley aimed at reducing the risks of catastrophic wildfires.  In addition, Ag + Open Space is partnering with CalFire on a program to reduce fire risk through vegetation management, controlled burns, and the development of shaded fuel breaks on the Calabazas Preserve and Saddle Mountain Preserve Properties. Sonoma Veg Map/LiDAR/Post Fire Data Collection and Analysis - Ag + Open Space has collaborated with NASA, Sonoma Water and numerous stakeholders on the development of fine scale vegetation data, as well as other data that has greatly assisted the county in evaluating fire risk and how lands in the County responded to the recent fires.  The data obtained by Ag + Open Space has shed light on how land management practices have helped mitigate the fire risk, for example through controlled burns.  The County ORR, Ag and Open Space District and Sonoma Water are providing funding and helping to implement a 2-year study with the U.S. Geological Survey to assess physical properties of burned areas relative to non-burned areas.   This information will be used to provide more representative input data for models that assess post-fire hazard and risk.  In addition, the riparian mapping and modeling work done by Ag + Open Space was critical in the recent flooding event, serving as a platform on which to calculate the cost of flood damage throughout the county.  Ag + Open Space has created a story map to share data about the fires, and collaborated with ISD and Permit Sonoma on a story map re: the flooding.  Vital Lands Initiative - Ag + Open Space is nearing completion of the Vital Lands Initiative, a comprehensive plan that will guide our work over the next decade including prioritizing key future acquisitions and management of existing protected lands.  As part of this process, Ag + Open Space has collaborated with the Ag Department, Sonoma Water, UC Cooperative Extension, and Regional Parks on getting key input into the plan.  As an example, Ag + Open Space convened an Ag Advisory Team which includes the Ag Department and UC Cooperative Extension as well as local stakeholders including the Farm Bureau, CAFF/Farmers Guild, Farm Trails, and the local Resource Conservation Districts that is evaluating how best to preserve agricultural lands to ensure a thriving ag economy into the future.  Lake Sonoma FireSmart Project - The Lake Sonoma FireSmart project represents a collaboration between Sonoma Water, District, County Fire and Emergency Services and other stakeholders, including private property owners, in the Lake Sonoma Watershed.  Lake Sonoma provides the majority of the water supply for over 600,000 people.  The goal of the collaboration is to share information, provide education and organize fire risk reduction programs within the watershed. 
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