
Legisla ve Digest of Proposed 
Revisions to Sonoma County Code Chapter 2, Ar cle II  

 
 

Ar cle II. - Officers and Employees Generally. 
 
Division 1. - Generally. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 
Division 2. - County Administrator. 
 
Sec. 2-6. - Generally—Appointment—Compensa on. 
 
There is in the county an office designated as "county administrator." Such office is a part of the 
classified service under the county civil service regula ons. The board of supervisors shall appoint the 
county administrator, with a salary set by such board, and the posi on shall be formally designated as 
the “county execu ve.”. 
 
Sec. 2-7. - Qualifica ons. 
 
In addi on to other qualifica ons provided by law or ordinance, the county administrator execu ve shall 
have demonstrated administra ve ability evidenced by at least five (5) years of responsible 
administra ve or execu ve experience requiring the planning and execu on of work programs or 
administra ve opera ons, the budge ng and control of expenditures, and the coordina on of varied 
ac vi es; at least two (2) of such five (5) years shall have involved responsibili es for repor ng to or 
working with a legisla ve body or policy making board. No member of the board of supervisors or the 
county shall be eligible for appointment as county administrator execu ve during the term for which he 
they has have been elected or appointed, or for one (1) year therea er. 
 
Sec. 2-8. – Powers, du es and responsibili es. 
 
Under the supervision and control and subject to the direc on of the board of supervisors, the county 
administrator execu ve shall have the following power, du es and responsibili es: 
 

(a) Advise, assist, act as agent for and be responsible to the board of supervisors for the prompt 
and efficient administra on and execu on of all those aspects of county government over 
which the board exercises control and direc on, and oversee the faithful execu on of the 
ordinances, orders and regula ons of such board. 
 

(b) Supervise, direct and coordinate the administra on of all county offices, departments and 
ins tu ons, and the official conduct of all county officers and officers of all districts and 
subdivisions of the county, as to all ma ers over which the board of supervisors has 
responsibility and control. 

 
(c) Make such studies or inves ga ons of ma ers within the scope of opera ons of the board of 

supervisors as such board may direct, and may make such studies or inves ga ons of such 



ma ers as will promote economy or efficiency in government of the public welfare. May 
require any county officer or the head of any county ins tu on or department to report 
upon or assist in such studies or inves ga ons. 

 
(d) Make recommenda ons to the board of supervisors concerning any ma er within the scope 

of such board's opera ons and authority in which efficiency economy or the public welfare 
may be promoted. 

 
(e) Prepare and recommend to the board of supervisors an annual budget for all departments 

and agencies for which the board of supervisors is responsible, and shall exercise con nuous 
budgetary control a er the adop on of such budget. Review all requests for appropria ons, 
requests for budget transfers, and requests for new posi ons, and make recommenda ons 
to the board of supervisors thereon prior to ac on by such board upon such requests. 

 
(f) Review and make recommenda ons to such board concerning all appointments to, or 

suspensions, or removals from any office or employment with respect to which the board of 
supervisors acts as appoin ng authority. 

 
(g) Within the limita ons established by law or by the board, Oversee oversee all central 

administra ve services and supervise department heads of the county's general 
servicesagriculture, weights and measures department, ; human services, child support 
services department, ; community development commission; economic development board; 
emergency management; proba ondepartment of health services, ; human resources 
department, ; human services department; Independent Office of Law Enforcement Review 
and Outreach; informa on systems department; Permit Sonoma, ; public defender; public 
infrastructure department; proba on department; and informa on services 
departmentsregional parks department; and for any other county posi on designated by 
resolu on or ordinance of the board of supervisors. 

 
(h) Be appoin ng authority (appoint and dismiss authority) for the general services director, the 

informa on systems director, the execu ve director of the community development 
commission; the director of economic development; the emergency management director; 
the equity officer; the director of health services; the human resources director; the human 
services director, ; child support, human resources,the director of informa on services; the 
director of Permit Sonoma; , public defender, the emergency managerthe director of public 
infrastructure; the director of regional parks; and for any other county posi on designated 
by resolu on or ordinance of the board of supervisors. 

 
(i) Evaluate all department heads' performance, except for elected department heads over 

which the county administrator exercises appoin ng authority. The county administrator 
execu ve will solicit general input from the en re board of supervisors before conduc ngfor 
such evalua ons.  For department heads appointed by the board but over which the county 
execu ve exercises supervisory authority pursuant to subdivision (g) of this sec on, the 
county execu ve shall also make recommenda ons to the board on the hiring, discipline, or 
termina on of such department heads. 

 



(j) Supervise, direct and coordinate all human resource func ons not specifically governed by 
the civil service ordinance, such as risk management, employee benefits, labor rela ons and 
countywide training, and may delegate such func ons to any county officer, department 
head or employee. 

 
(k) When authorized by the board of supervisors, represent the county in its implementa on of 

the legisla ve program and overall intergovernmental rela onships. 
 
(l) Recommend to the board of supervisors a long-term capital improvement program including 

project priori es, costs and methods of financing. 
 
(m) A end the mee ngs of the board of supervisors and may par cipate in the discussion of any 

subject before such board, but shall have no vote. 
 
(n) Perform such other services and du es as the board of supervisors may direct and shall keep 

the board of supervisors fully advised of all ma ers which come to his or her a en on which 
may be per nent to the discharge of the board's responsibili es. 

 
(o) Pursuant to Government Code sec on 29090, the county administrator execu ve is 

delegated the authority to authorize transfers within the budget, provided such transfers are 
within major budget categories. 

 
(p) Serve as representa ve of the board of supervisors to meet and confer with representa ves 

of recognized employee organiza ons in the County's labor rela ons ac vi es. 
 
(q) Freeze and unfreeze any vacant county posi on for reasons of economy or efficiency and be 

responsible for the control and assignment of extra help. 
 
(r) Perform all of the du es of the clerk of the board of supervisors. 

 
Sec. 2-9. - Appeals from decisions of county administratorexecu ve. 
 
Any officer, official, board, commission, or department head appointed by the board of supervisors who 
is dissa sfied with any decision of the county administrator execu ve affec ng such person or body, and 
who appeals such decision to the board of supervisors, shall provide the county administrator execu ve 
with a wri en statement of his their inten on to appeal to the board of supervisors with the general 
reasons therefor. 
 
Sec. 2-10. - Construc on and interpreta on of division. 
 
No provision of this division is intended to vest in the county administrator execu ve any duty or grant to 
him them any power or authority which is vested by law in any other county officer or employee. 
Nothing herein shall be construed to delegate to the county administrator execu ve any authority or 
duty required to be exercised or performed by the board of supervisors. The county administrator 
execu ve shall have no power to bind, obligate or commit the county or the board of supervisors of the 
county in connec on with any contractual obliga on. Nothing contained in this sec on shall preclude 



the board of supervisors from delega ng to the county administrator execu ve any legally delegable 
duty or authority which such board may from me-to- me judge proper. 
 
Division 2-A. - Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
 
Sec 2-10.1. - Appointment of the clerk of the board of supervisors. 
 
The office of clerk of the board of supervisors is hereby separated from the office of county clerk. The 
posi on of clerk of the board of supervisors shall be filled by appointment by this board. The county 
administrator execu ve is appointed to act as clerk of the board of supervisors, and the du es of the 
clerk of the board of supervisors are hereby consolidated with the du es of the county 
administratorexecu ve. 
 
 

* * * * * * * 
 
 
Division 4. - Public Defender. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 
 
Sec. 2-17.1. – Supervision. 
 
The public defender shall report to and be supervised by the county execu ve. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 
 
Division 8. - Road Commissioner.[11] 
 
Sec. 2-26. - Office established. 
 
There is hereby created and established the office of county road commissioner of and for the county. 
 
Sec. 2-27. - Repealed by Ord. No. 5336 § 3. 
 
Sec. 2-28. - Transfer of all du es of road commissioner to county director of transporta on and public 
workspublic infrastructure and elimina on of the office of county road commissioner. 
 
Pursuant to Streets and Highways Code § 2006.1, all du es of the county road commissioner are 
transferred to the county director of public infrastructure, who oversees transporta on and public 
works. The office of county road commissioner of Sonoma County is abolished. Any civil engineering 
func ons which are required to be performed by the road commissioner shall be performed by a 
registered civil engineer ac ng under the authority of the director of transporta on and public 



worksinfrastructure. The director of transporta on and public works infrastructure shall not be required 
to have any special permit, registra on, or license. 
 
Sec. 2-28.1. - Acquisi on of real property interests of $25,000 or less. 
 

(a) Pursuant to the provisions of Government Code Sec on 25350.60 and subject to the 
procedures specified in this sec on, the director of transporta on and public works 
infrastructure is hereby authorized to perform all acts necessary to approve and accept 
for the county the acquisi on of any interest in real property in connec on with the 
construc on, maintenance and repair of county roads, bridges and other public facili es, 
where the purchase price for such interest does not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars 
($25,000.00). 
 

(b) The director of transporta on and public works infrastructure may approve and accept 
the acquisi on of any such interest in real property only if such acquisi on meets all of 
the following condi ons: 
(1) is necessary for the construc on, maintenance or repair of county roads, bridges 

or other public facili es maintained by the department of transporta on and 
public works; and 

(2) the appropriate environmental review pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act and/or the Na onal Environmental Policy Act has been completed; 
and 

(3) the fair market value of the real property interest to be acquired has been 
determined by an appraisal or some other generally accepted industry standard 
or method of valua on; and 

(4) funding for the acquisi on has been appropriated and is available; and 
(5) the transac on complies with all applicable state and federal laws and 

regula ons pertaining to the acquisi on of real property by a county. 
 

(c) The form of any deed or other instrument conveying any interest in real property shall 
be approved by county counsel. 
 

(d) The acquisi on under this sec on of any interest in real property for street or road 
widening or alignment projects, where such widening or alignment is of a minor nature, 
shall not be subject to the provisions of Government Code Sec on 65402. 

 
(e) Upon acceptance of any deed or grant, the director of transporta on and public works 

infrastructure shall be authorized to execute a cer ficate of acceptance substan ally in 
the form specified in Government Code Sec on 27281 (or any successor statute 
thereto), and shall transmit the instrument to the county recorder for recording. The 
county recorder is hereby authorized to record the instrument at no cost to the county 
in accordance with applicable law, including Government Code Sec on 27383. This 
sec on shall not limit the authority of the director of transporta on and public works to 
accept on behalf of the county deeds and easements to facilitate road improvements 
that do not involve financial compensa on pursuant to Government Code Sec on 27281 
and Resolu on No. 95-0431, adopted by the board of supervisors on April 11, 1995. 

 



(f) The authority granted by this sec on shall include signature authority on all 
documenta on required to approve and accept for the county the acquisi on of the real 
property interests, including, but not limited to, right-of-way contracts, purchase 
agreements, permanent easements, temporary construc on easements, escrow 
documents, and all other related documents that would normally be executed by the 
chair of the board of supervisors in order to effectuate the transfer of real property to 
the county, on condi on of approval of county counsel as to the subject document or 
instrument. 

 
(g) Pursuant to Government Code Sec on 25350.60, the authority granted by this sec on 

shall expire five (5) years from the date it takes effect, unless such authority is renewed 
or extended by a subsequent ordinance of the board of supervisors. Upon the expira on 
of this authority, the director of transporta on and public works shall submit to the 
board of supervisors a summary report of the property interests acquired under this 
authority. 

 

Sec. 2-29. – Repealed by Ordinance No. 5336 § 3. 
 
Sec. 2-30. – Repealed by Ordinance No. 5336 § 3. 
 
Sec. 2-31. – Repealed by Ordinance No. 5336 § 3. 
 
Sec. 2-32. – Repealed by Ordinance No. 5336 § 3. 
 
Sec. 2-33. - Road districts consolidated. 
 
All road districts in the county, that is, supervisorial district No. 1, supervisorial district No. 2, 
supervisorial district No. 3, supervisorial district No. 4, supervisorial district No. 5, and all of such road 
districts, are hereby consolidated into a road district to be hereina er known as "Sonoma County road 
district," excluding, however, any area contained therein as incorporated area. 
 
Such road districts are consolidated for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this division. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 
 
Division 10.  Consolida on of Offices 
 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 
 
Sec. 2-33.13. - Consolida on of du es of agricultural commissioner and sealer of weights and 
measures. 
 



The du es of county agricultural commissioner and the du es of county sealer of weights and measures 
are consolidated as of October 25, 1984. The office may be known as agricultural commissioner - sealer.  
The agricultural commissioner – sealer shall be appointed by the board of supervisors and shall be 
supervised by and report to the county execu ve. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 
 
Sec. 2-33.15. - Consolida on of the du es of the clerk of the board of supervisors with the du es of 
the county administratorexecu ve 
 
The du es of the clerk of the board of supervisors are hereby consolidated with the du es of the county 
administratorexecu ve. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 
 
Ar cle VI. - Planning Agency. 
 
Sec. 2-75. - Established. 
 
There is hereby established a planning agency which shall consist of a county planning department to be 
known and designated as “Permit Sonoma,” a county planning commission, and a county board of zoning 
adjustments, and said planning agency shall serve as the Sonoma County planning agency. 
 
Sec. 2-76. - Composi on. 
 
The county planning agency consists of two (2) planning commissions, which shall be known as the 
Sonoma County planning commission and the board of directors of the Sonoma County agricultural 
preserva on and open space district, a board of zoning adjustments, which shall be known as the 
Sonoma County board of zoning adjustments, and a planning department. The board of directors of the 
Sonoma County agricultural preserva on and open space district shall cons tute an addi onal planning 
commission solely for the purpose of making the general plan conformity reports, as required by 
Government Code sec on 65402, for the district's acquisi on of open space interests in real property in 
the unincorporated area of Sonoma County, and any related transac ons including, but not limited to, 
those that result in an acquired interest being held by another public en ty. 
 
Sec. 2-77. - Powers and du es. 
 
The county planning agency, county planning commission, county board of zoning adjustments and the 
county planning department shall perform those du es and exercise those powers delegated to it by the 
Planning and Zoning Law and other acts of the legislature and such addi onal powers and du es as may, 
from me to me, be delegated to it by the board of supervisors pursuant to Ar cle VI, Sec on 11 of the 
California Cons tu on. 
 
Sec. 2-78. - Composi on of planning commission—Appointment, term and removal of appointees. 



 
The county planning commission shall consist of one resident from each supervisorial district appointed 
by the board of supervisors. Such appointments shall be accomplished by resolu on, with resolu on 
shall provide the term of each appointee. Any or all appointees may be removed from office at any me 
by the board of supervisors, with or without cause. 
 
Sec. 2-79. - Composi on of board of zoning adjustments—Appointment, term and removal of 
appointees. 
 
The county board of zoning adjustments shall consist of one resident from each supervisorial district 
appointed by the board of supervisors. Such appointments shall be accomplished by resolu on, which 
resolu on shall provide the term of each appointee. Any or all appointees may be removed from office 
at any me by the board of supervisors, with or without cause. 
 
Sec. 2-79.5. - Rota on and subs tu on of appointees to planning commission and board of zoning 
adjustments. 
 
The planning director shall establish a rota on schedule such that (1) each appointee sits on the board of 
zoning adjustments for six (6) months each year and on the planning commission for six (6) months each 
year, and (2) no appointees from the same supervisorial district simultaneously sit together on the board 
of zoning adjustments or planning commission. 
 
In the event that an appointee gives no ce to the planning director prior to the mee ng that the 
appointee will not a end a mee ng, the other appointee from the same supervisorial district may sit 
and act in place of the absent appointee at that mee ng. In addi on, any appointee, who does not wish 
to act on a quasi-judicial ma er because that appointee has not been present throughout the en re 
hearing due to the rota on schedule, may refuse to par cipate on the ma er and the other appointee 
from the same supervisorial district may sit and act on the ma er. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 
 
Sec. 2-80. - Appointment, powers and du es of planning director. 
 
The planning director shall be appointed by the board of supervisorscounty execu ve in accordance with 
Sec on 65201 of the Government Code. The planning director shall perform those du es and exercise 
those powers delegated to him by the planning and zoning law and other acts of the legislature, and 
such other powers and du es as may, from me to me, be delegated to him by the board of 
supervisors pursuant to Ar cle VI, Sec on 11 of the California Cons tu on. 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 
 


