
COUNTY OF SONOMA 

SUMMARY REPORT 

575 ADMINISTRATION 
DRIVE, ROOM 102A 

SANTA ROSA, CA 95403 

Agenda Date: 12/16/2025 

To: Board of Supervisors 
Department or Agency Name(s): Sonoma County Public Infrastructure 
Staff Name and Phone Number: Johannes J. Hoevertsz, 707-565-2550 
Vote Requirement: Majority 
Supervisorial District(s): Second 

Title: 
..Title 

License Extension for Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue at 403 Mecham Road, Petaluma 
..End 

Recommended Action: 
..Recomme nde d action 

A) A utho r i ze the Di re cto r o f the S ono m a Co unty Publ i c Infr a str uctur e (SP I) to execute a fo urth 
a m e ndme nt to the r e vo ca bl e l i cense a gre e m ent wi th the S o no m a County Wi l dl ife Re scue , fo r use o f 
Co unty pr ope rty l o ca te d a t 40 3 Me cha m Ro a d, P eta l um a , to e xte nd the te rm fo r fi ve ye a r s to A pr i l 3 0 , 
2 0 3 1 , a nd to pr o vi de fo r a n opti on to e xtend the te r m of t he Agreement for an additional five years 
through April 30, 2036; 

B) A utho r i ze the S P I Di r e ctor to e xe cute futur e a m endm e nts and a sso ci a ted do cum e nts r equi re d fo r the 
o pe r ati o n of the A gr e e me nt, a s r e a so nabl y r equeste d by S P I staff, a nd i n co nsulta tio n wi th County 
Co unse l , whi ch a re co nsiste nt wi th the e sse nti a l te r m s of the o r i gi nal a gr ee m e nt a nd do not e xte nd the 
term of the Agreement; 

C) Ma ke findings a s re qui r ed by Go ve r nme nt Co de Se cti o n 2 62 2 7 tha t the pro po sed A gr ee m e nt e xtensi o n 
a nd continue d use o f the subje ct pr o pe r ty a r e ne ce ssa r y to m e et the he a lth, we l fa re and safety nee ds 
o f the popul ati on of the Co unty, a nd tha t the subj e ct pr e m i se s i s not and wi l l no t be nee ded fo r Co unty 
purpo se s dur ing the e xtended te r m o f the A gre em e nt. 

..end 

Executive Summary: 
T hi s ite m see ks Bo a r d a ppr o va l to autho r ize the SP I Di r e cto r to e xe cute an a m e ndm ent to the re voca bl e 
l i ce nse a gr ee m e nt wi th the S ono m a Co unty Wi ldli fe Re scue (SCWR), fo r use o f r e a l pro pe rty l o cated a t 4 03 
Me cha m Ro a d in Petaluma. 

S CWR pr o vi de s r e scue and re habi l i tati on se r vi ce s to si ck, i nj ure d a nd o rpha ne d wi ldl i fe .   The cur r ent 
agreement expires on April 30, 2026, and the pr opo se d a m endm ent wo uld e xte nd the te r m thr ough April 30, 
2031, and provide an optional, f ive-ye ar opti on to e xtend the te r m thro ugh April 30, 2036.    

Discussion: 
The County owns and manages property at 403 Mecham Road, Petaluma, a former ranch, located in a rural 
area of Sonoma County, situated north of Petaluma and southwest of Cotati, directly across Mecham Road 
fr o m the Co unty’ s Centra l Di spo sa l S ite . The County a cqui r ed the pro pe rty i n m id -19 9 9 for the purpo se of 
landfill buffer. The land is an irregularly shaped, 134.79-acre parcel with topography ranging from moderately 



rolling to moderate-to -steep slop e (Attachment 1). The property is currently utilized, pursuant to revocable 
license agreements, by SC W R (animal rescue and rehabilitation facility) and Joseph Camozzi (for cattle 
gr a zi ng), and by Cr own Ca stl e Inte rna tio na l Co r por a ti o n who o per a te a te le co m m uni cati o ns si te , pur sua nt to a 
l e a se with the County.    

Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue:   SCWR i s a no n -pr o fit o r ga niza tio n, with 1 4 ful l -ti m e staff, dedi ca te d to the 
rescue, rehabilitation, and release of injured and orphaned wildlife.   SCWR services are performed under 
l i ce nse , inspe ctio n a nd ove r si ght by the S tate o f Ca l i fo rni a De pa rtm ent o f F i sh a nd Ga me .   In a ddi tio n to 
SCWR’s main charity work rescuing and rehabilitating animals from human-wi l dli fe co nfl i ct situati ons a nd 
pr o vi ding educa ti o n thr ough to ur s with the publ i c a nd scho o l s, the y a l so pr o vi de fi ve , fee-based programs that 
serve wildlife and the community.   These programs are:   A Wildlife Exclusion Program, Barn Owl Maintenance 
Program, Predator Education Exclusion Program, Wild Academy California, and One With The Wild Wellness 
Program. 

Since May 2006, SCWR has utilized the Premises at 403 Mecham Road as their wildlife rescue and 
rehabilitation facility, handling wildlife from Sonoma County and surrounding areas.   The current license 
agreement expires on April 30, 2026.   The following are th e b a si c te r m s of t he A gr ee m e nt an d p rop o se d 
cha nge s pr o vi de d in the a m e ndme nt: 

Premises: 8. 31  ac re s  of  la n d; impr o ved  with a 2, 06 3 sq. ft. buil di ng, at tac hed 72 0  sq. 
ft. gar a g e;  280  sq. ft. outbuil d ing ; an d a non- e xcl usi ve r i gh t to u se th e 
existing driveway access.   

Term: The  pro pos ed Am e ndment wil l  ex tend the ter m  thro ug h Apri l  30 ,  20 3 1,  and 
provide 1, five-yea r  option  to ex ten d the ter m  thro ug h Apr i l  30 , 203 6 .  

Rent: In consideration of the Agreement, SCWR is required to provide: (1) an 
emergency hotline for the public, available 40 hours per week; (2) office 
services 40 hours per week; and (3) animal rehabilitation services forty (40) 
hours per week. SCWR’s current hours of operation are 7 days/week, 9AM-
5P M.    In the ev ent that  SCWR fai l s  to prov ide  ser v ic es  to County for  mor e  
than one mon th, $4 0 0 per  mo nth is  im me di a tel y  due to the County for  that  
mo nt h and ea c h mo n th ther e a fter that  such ser v ices  ar e  not  pr ov ide d. 

Termination: County may terminate the Agreement for any reason with 12 months’ prior 
notice to SCWR.   SCWR may terminate the Agreement for any reason with 
90  day s’ pri or  noti c e to the Cou nty. 

Procedural Authority.  Government Code Section 26227 allows your Board to contract with o the r publ i c 
a ge nci e s and nonpr ofi ts to m a ke r e a l pr ope rty a va i l a bl e , whi ch i s not ne ede d fo r Co unty purpo se s dur ing the 
time of possession, to operate those programs which your Board determines will serve the best interests of 
the Co unty and the gener a l publ i c.   Extension of the License Agreement with SCWR will pr o vi de co nti nui ty of 
local, vital emergency rescue and rehabilitation services of wildlife for Sonoma County and surrounding areas.   
T he County ha s no fo r e se e a bl e nee d to use the Pr e m i se s fo r its own pur po se s dur i ng the e xte nded te r m . 



Strategic Plan: 
N/A. 

Racial Equity: 

Was this item identified as an opportunity to apply the Racial Equity Toolkit? 
No 

Prior Board Actions: 
04/26 /16 – Board approved the T hi rd Am e ndm ent to the Re vo ca ble Li cense A gr ee m e nt betwee n the Co unty 
of Sonoma and SCWR. 

12/14/10 – Bo a r d a ppr ove d the S e co nd A me ndme nt to the Re vo cabl e Li cense A gr ee m e nt betwee n the Co unty 
of Sonoma and SCWR. 

05/01/07 – General Services Director signed the F ir st A m endme nt to the Re vo ca bl e Li cense A gre em e nt 
be twe en the Co unty of So no m a a nd SCWR pursuant to Board of Supervisor’s Action No. 15 dated 8/7/07. 

05/01/06 – General Services Director signed the Revocable License Agreement between the County of 
Sonoma and SCWR pursuant to Board of Supervisors’ Resolution 06-0 27 9.   

FISCAL SUMMARY 

Expenditures 

FY 25-26 
Adopted 

FY 26-27 
Projected 

FY 27-28 
Projected 

Budge ted E xpe nse s 

A dditi o nal A ppr opr i ati o n Re que sted 

Total Expenditures 0 0 0 

Funding Sources 

General Fund/WA GF 

State/Federal 

Fees/Other 

Use o f F und Balance 

Co nti nge nci e s 

Total Sources 0 0 0 



Narrative Explanation of Fiscal Impacts:   
There are no direct fiscal impacts as a result of this Board item.   As described in the Agreement, mai ntena nce 
costs to the Premises will be covered by the Co unty (thro ugh the Inte gr a ted Wa ste ado pte d budget (4 1 1 22 ).)   
In the past five (5) years, ma i nte nance co sts ha ve not e xce ede d $2,000. M ajor emergency/unforeseen repairs 
will be pa i d with use o f fund ba l ance (41122).     

Co nsi de r ati on (r e nt) fo r use of the P r em i se s by SCW R is $400 per month, which may be waived as long as 
services, as described in the Agreement, are provided b y SCWR.   

Narrative Explanation of Staffing Impacts (If Required): 
None. 

Attachments: 
1 – Map 
2 – Fo u rt h Amendment 

Related Items “On File” with the Clerk of the Board: 
None. 




