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Submitted May 5, 2025 

The reasons for appeal include, but are not limited to, those listed below: 

Reasons for Appeal 

1) Scale and Purpose: While the BZA reduced the number of allowed events, they 
remain out of scale with the agriculture being envisioned. The number, 
frequency, and primary purpose of the proposed events fail to meet the criteria 
for permitted uses in LEA zones as "secondary and incidental to agriculture" 

2) Williamson Act Violation: The building's large size, luxury finishes and primary 
use as an Event Center constitutes a material breach of the Williamson Act. The 
applicant receives significant property tax breaks through the Act. Given the size 
and frequency of the events allowed, Sonoma County taxpayers are effectively 
subsidizing the revenue the applicant earns from events. That is not consistent 
with the purposes and intentions of the Act. 

3) Enforcement Concerns: Given the applicants' documented history of violating 
county restrictions, there are concerns about compliance and enforceability of the 
imposed limitations on the use permit if granted. There are discrepancies 
between the promotional materials recently distributed to neighbors and the 
actual use permit application. 

4) Precedent Setting: Approving this use permit sets a problematic precedent, 
potentially encouraging other landowners to ignore County and State rules, as 
well as exploit agricultural exemptions for commercial purposes. 




