
COUNTY OF SONOMA 

SUMMARY REPORT 

575 ADMINISTRATION 
DRIVE, ROOM 102A 

SANTA ROSA, CA 95403 

Agenda Date: 7/8/2025 

To: Board of Supervisors 
Department or Agency Name(s): Sonoma County Public Infrastructure 
Staff Name and Phone Number: Johannes J. Hoevertsz-SPI, 707-565-2550 
Vote Requirement: Majority 
Supervisorial District(s): All 

Title: 
..Title 

Purchasing Agent Authority: Increase to Existing Delegation - Adopt 
..end 

Recommended Action: 
..Recomme nde d action 

A do pt the pro po sed Ordina nce to amend Se cti on 2 -54 o f the County Co de , to incr e a se de le ga ted signa tur e 
a utho r i ty fo r the Cou nt y P ur cha sing A gent fo r se rvi ce s co ntr a cts i n a m ounts tha t do no t e xce e d $ 20 0 ,0 00 pe r 
ye ar. 
..end 

Executive Summary: 
E xi sti ng de l e gate d si gnatur e autho r ity fo r the Co unty Pur cha sing A gent for service contracts is $100,000 per 
year. This authority limit has been in place for the past eight years. 

A s pa rt of the o ngo i ng e va l ua tio n o f cur r ent P ur cha si ng r ule s and pr o cedure s, Sonoma County Public 
Infr a structur e (S P I) i s pr opo sin g that thi s authority be increased to $200,000 per year.   

T hi s ite m i s to the fi nal i ze increased and clarified delegation and procurement measures approved by your 
Board on May 13, 2025, a nd if appro ve d, woul d ado pt an Or dina nce to a me nd Section 2-54 of the Co unty 
Co de , to increase delegated signature authority for the County Purchasing Agent for services contracts in 
amounts that do not exceed $200,000 per year. 

Discussion: 
Background: In Fiscal Year 23/24, a total of 71 0 pr o fe ssi ona l se r vi ce a gr e em e nts we re e xe cuted by the Co unty 

o f S ono m a . Of tho se , 395 wer e le ss tha n $ 50 , 0 0 0 pe r ye a r and we re appro ve d by Depa rtm e nt He ads, 32 were 
be twe en $5 0 , 00 0 and $ 10 0 ,0 00 and we re a ppr o ve d by the P ur cha sing A ge nt, a nd 28 3 were above $100,000 
and were approved by the Board of Supervisors. Administrative time spent on Board Items for these 

agreements requires si gni fi ca nt ti m e a nd effo rt by bo th the Bo a r d a nd County staff. 

California Government Code Section 25502.5 states “(a) In counties having a population of 200,000 or more, 
the Board of Supervisors may authorize the Purchasing Agent to engage independent contractors to perform 
se r vi ce s fo r the County or Co unty offi ce r s, with o r wi thout the furni shing of m ate r i a l , whe n the annua l 
a ggr e ga te co st do e s not e xce e d two hundr e d thousa nd dol l a r s ($ 20 0 ,00 0 ).” Cur r e ntl y, the P ur cha sing A gent’ s 



authority is ca pp e d a t o ne hu n dr e d tho usand do l la r s ($100,000), per Section 2-54(b) of the Sonoma County 
Co d e . Th i s divergence co ntr a sts with othe r de le gate d a utho ri ty a rr a nge ments, wher e County o ffi cer s ha ve 
be e n del e ga te d autho r ity to the m a xi m um a m ounts a l lo wed by l aw, such as with regard to good s, 
co m m o di ti e s, and constructi o n co nt ract s (see, for example, Sonoma County Code Sections 2-350 et seq., 
a do pti ng the m a xi mum co ntr a cti ng a utho r ity l i m its fo r co nstructi on contr acts unde r the California Uniform 
P ubl i c Constructi on Co st A cco unting A ct (CUP CCA)). 

Proposed Solution: To streamline the procurement of services, bring services to the public more quickly, 
r e duce co sts a sso ci ate d wi th bri ngi ng r outine servi ce co ntr a cts to the Bo ar d fo r appro va l , an d r e duce t he 
overall workload on County staff, SPI is requesting th at Cou nt y Co d e S e ctio n 2-54(b), be a m ended a nd 
increased to $200,000 per year, to a l i gn with the current maximum a mo unt allowed unde r state l aw.   

Upo n appr o va l of the County Co de a m e ndm ents, sta ff wi l l update all related Policies and Procedures and 
other applicable procurement materials. 

Unde r e xi sti ng Co unty pro cur e m ent po l i cy, the ma xi m um te r m o f se r vi ce a gr e e m e nts appro ve d by the Co un t y 
P ur cha sing A gent under this increased authority would remain three years. 

N o twi thstanding the pr opo se d cha nge s to se r vi ces co ntr a ct autho r i ty, the se r e co m m ende d cha nge s do not 
a ffe ct the P ur cha si ng A ge nt’s powe r s and dutie s a s se t fo rth i n S CC S e cti on 2-54 et seq. regarding the 
pur cha se of go ods, equipm e nt, a nd othe r pe r sonal pr ope rty. 

Strategic Plan: 
N/A 

Racial Equity: 

Was this item identified as an opportunity to apply the Racial Equity Toolkit? 
No 

Prior Board Actions: 
May 13, 2 02 5 : P a cka ge of S upple m e nts and Incr ea se s to De le ga ti ons of Autho r i tie s. Adopted a Resolution 
i ntr oducing, r e adi ng the ti tl e o f, a nd wa i vi ng fur the r re a ding of the pro pose d Ordinance amending Sonoma 
Co unty Code S e cti on 2-54 , to i ncr ea se de l e gate d si gna tur e autho r ity for the Co unty P ur cha si ng A ge nt fo r 
services contracts in amounts that do not exceed $200,000 per year (First Read). 

Sonoma County Or di n ance N o . 6165, dated May 24, 2016, amending Sonoma County Code Section 2-5 4 e t 
seq., to increase pur cha si ng a utho r i ty o f the Pur cha si ng A ge nt and establish formal competitive solicitation 
threshold for service agreements at $50,000 and above.   

Re so l uti on N o . 16 -0102, da ted Board March 15, 2016, increasing pur cha sing authority of Cou nt y De p a r tm e nt 
Heads and Heads of Specified Agencies and Districts, from $25,000 to $50,000. 



Re so l uti on N o . 95 -0328, da ted Bo a rd Ma r ch 2 1 , 19 9 5 , e stabl i shing e xe mpti o ns fr o m P ur cha si ng pr oce dur e s 
fo r County o ffi ce r s author i ze d to e xe cute a gr e e me nts fo r the pur cha se of spe ci fi c ite m s or se r vi ce s, wi thi n the 
l i m i ts other wi se e stabl i she d by the Bo a r d for the P ur cha sing A gent. 

S o no m a Co unty Or di nance N o . 4 6 5 4 , dated Apr i l 6 , 1 99 3 , a utho r izi ng the P ur cha sing A gent to e nga ge 
i ndepe ndent contra cto r s to pe rfo r m se r vi ce s up to $ 25 ,0 00 . 

FISCAL SUMMARY 

Expenditures 

FY 25-26 
Adopted 

FY 26-27 
Projected 

FY 27-28 
Projected 

Budge ted E xpe nse s 

A dditi o nal A ppr opr i ati o n Re que sted 

Total Expenditures 

Funding Sources 

General Fund/WA GF 

State/Federal 

Fees/Other 

Use o f F und Ba l ance 

Co nti nge nci e s 

Total Sources 

Narrative Explanation of Fiscal Impacts:   
There are no di re ct fiscal impacts associated with this request. Appropriations for service contracts for 
De pa rtm ents wi l l be i ncluded in the i r a nnua l Re co m m e nde d Budgets or thr o ugh the qua r te r l y Conso l i date d 
Budge t A djustm ent pro ce ss.   

Narrative Explanation of Staffing Impacts (If Required): 
N/A 

Attachments: 
1 – Ordi nance A me ndi ng Article V, Chapter 2 of the County Code - Clean version 
2 – Ordi nance Amending Article V, Chapter 2 of the County Co d e - R ed -lined version 

Related Items “On File” with the Clerk of the Board: 
None 




