
COUNTY OF SONOMA

SUMMARY REPORT

575 ADMINISTRATION
DRIVE, ROOM 102A

SANTA ROSA, CA 95403

Agenda Date: 2/10/2026

To: County of Sonoma Board of Supervisors

Department or Agency Name(s): Human Resources Department

Staff Name and Phone Number: Janell Crane, 707-565-2885; Meira Bowcut 707-565-1851

Vote Requirement: Majority

Supervisorial District(s): Countywide

Recommended Action:

Adopt a gold resolution proclaiming February 2026 as Black History Month as it marks a century of national

commemorations.

Executive Summary:

The Sonoma County Commission on Human Rights invite the Board of Supervisors to proclaim February 2026

as Black History Month in Sonoma County, recognizing the centennial of national Black history

commemorations, honoring the legacy of Dr. Carter G. Woodson and the founders of Black History Month, and

acknowledging the vital contributions of Black families to Sonoma County while reaffirming a commitment to

equity and justice.

Discussion:

The year 2026 marks the centennial of national commemorations of Black history. This milestone traces back

to September 9, 1915, when Dr. Carter G. Woodson and his colleagues-George Cleveland Hall, William D.

Hartgrove, Jesse E. Moorland, Alexander L. Jackson, and James E. Stamps-founded the Association for the

Study of Negro Life and History. Their work established the formal teaching, study, preservation, and

celebration of Black history in the United States.

In 1926, Dr. Woodson launched the first Negro History Week. From that beginning grew what we now observe

as Black History Month-an enduring tradition that has become woven into the fabric of American life and

increasingly recognized around the world. The 100th theme, The Founders of Black History Month, invites us

Page 1 of 2



Agenda Date: 2/10/2026

to reflect on how these commemorations have deepened understanding, advanced equity, and elevated the 

contributions and experiences of Black people in the modern world.

In Sonoma County, Black families have played an essential role in shaping our communities, economy, and civic 

life. The Commission on Human Rights (CHR), established in 1993, is committed to honoring that legacy, 

promoting positive human relations, and continuing to confront racial injustice wherever it exists. The Sonoma 

County Commission on Human Rights respectfully asks the Board of Supervisors to proclaim February 2026 as 

Black History Month in Sonoma County.

Prior Board Actions:

February 11, 2025 (item 23; File Number 2025-0234): Adopt a Gold Resolution proclaiming February 2025 as 

Black History Month in Sonoma County (Countywide)

February 6, 2024 (item 27; File Number 2024-0082): Adopt a Gold Resolution proclaiming February 2024 as 

Black History Month in Sonoma County

FISCAL SUMMARY
Narrative Explanation of Fiscal Impacts:

N/A

Narrative Explanation of Staffing Impacts (If Required):

N/A

Attachments:

Resolution

Related Items “On File” with the Clerk of the Board:

Click or tap here to enter text.
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https://sonoma-county.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7129398&GUID=E520105D-9EC9-425E-BFEC-90FF6FA5D53A&Options=ID|Text|&Search=Black+History+Month
https://sonoma-county.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6499192&GUID=8304274F-8CAC-41FE-ADBA-AA8438DD66C3&Options=ID|Text|&Search=Black+History+Month



