
FIRST AMENDMENT TO 
LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

' 

This FIRST Amendment ("Amendment"), dated ~ of O 1@ I , 2023 ("Effective 
Date.,), is made by and between the County of Sonoma, ~ political subdivision of the State of 
California ("County"), and Best Best & Krieger LLP ("Attorneys.,). This Agreement is required 
by Business and Professions Code Section 6148 and is intet;ided to fulfill its requirements. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, County and Attorneys entered into a Legal Services Agreement, dated July 
27, 2021, for legal services to assist the County with land use, planning, environmental, 
administrative, constitutional and general public law; and 

WHEREAS, the Agreement set a maximum competjsation level for Attorneys' services at 
$150,000; and 

WHEREAS, the continued scope of services for the County will likely require and result 
in billings by Attorneys that will exceed $150,000 in value and may reach as high as $300,000 
over the term of the contract; and 

WHEREAS, the County and Attorneys have been mutually satisfied with the Agreement 
and wish to amend the Agreement with Attorneys to increase the contract amount 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, the 
parties agree as follows: 

AGREEMENT 

l. 
I 

1. Section I-Services shall be amended to read in f\111 as follows: 

1. Services. Attorney will furnish as-needed legal services to County with regard to 
the land use entitlement process, including review of environmental documents to 
ensure consistency with the California Environmental Policy Act (CEQA), and the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), when applicable, and including 
administrative hearings and appeals. Services will also entail providing legal 
review and counsel for private applicant initi(lted projects, and complex public and 
public-private development projects, including environmental review for such 
projects, and defending the County in litigation, including CEQA and permit 
challenges related to decisions on specific prqjects. Services will also include legal 
support for one or more county long range comprehensive planning initiatives, 
including the County's update of the general plan and various specific plans, as 
well as legal support for county zoning code and land use ordinance development, 
adoption, and implementation, including associated environmental review. 
Services will also encompass general land ~e and code enforcement related legal 



work, including any administrative proceedings and/or litigation ansmg in 
connection therewith. Attorneys understand and agree that the County itself is the 
client, acting by and through the Board of Supervisors. Attorney shall be prepared 
to and shall provide all requested legal services reasonably required to represent the 
County's interests from initial project formulation and planning through to final 
project delivery and completion. Attorney shall always keep the County Counsel's 
office adequately informed of the matters Attorney is handling, and will provide 
the County Counsel with a draft of all deliverables as soon as possible to allow 
proper County Counsel review and input, and at least 48 hours before deadline. 
Attorney shall keep the County Counsel fully advised of the progress in each 
assigned matter. Attorney shall provide Co~ty Counsel with periodic updates, as 
may be appropriate. 

2. Section 2-Compensation shall be amended to read in full as follows: 

3. Compensation. Compensation to Attorneys for respective services shall be at the 
following rates: $285-365 per hour, depending on experience level of attorney, 
and $220 per hour for public records act related legal services, and paralegal 
services shall be at $180 per hour; provided, ~owever, that total payments 
hereunder shall not exceed $300,000. The rates set forth herein shall not be 
adjusted without a formal amendment to this 'Agreement. 

3. Except to the extent the Agreement is specifically amended or supplemented hereby, 
the Agreement, together with exhibits is, and shall continue to be, in full force and effect as 
originally executed, and nothing contained herein shall, or shall be construed to modify, invalidate 
or otherwise affect any provision of the Agreement or any right of County arising thereunder. 

4. This Amendment shall be governed by and construed under the internal laws of the 
state of California, and any action to enforce the terms of this Amendment or for the breach 
thereof shall be brought and tried in the County of Sonoma. 

COUNTY AND ATTORNEYS HA VE CAREFULLY REA,D AND REVIEWED THIS 
AMENDMENT AND EACH TERM AND PROVISION CONTAINED HEREIN AND, BY 
EXECUTION OF THIS AMENDMENT, SHOW THEIR INFORMED AND VOLUNTARY 
CONSENT THERETO. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Amendment as of the effective 
date. 

ATTORNEYS: 

Date: _;i./; .e/zo23 
I 

COUNTY OF SONOMA: 

2023 

CERTIFICATES OF INSURANCE ON 
FILE WITH AND APPROVED AS TO 
SUBSTANCE FOR COUNTY: 

fer Kl in, Chief Deputy County Counsel 

Date: 03 )28/diJo)3 
~ l 
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