EXHIBIT 3-H

MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

INTRODUCTION

CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines (PRC Section 21081.6 and State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15091[d] and 15097)
require public agencies “to adopt a reporting and monitoring program for changes to the project which it has
adopted or made a condition of project approval to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment.” A
mitigation monitoring and reporting program (MMRP) is required for the Cannabis Program Update because the EIR
identifies potential significant adverse impacts related to the project implementation, and mitigation measures have
been identified and adopted to reduce those impacts. Adoption of the MMRP would occur along with approval of
the amendments to the Sonoma County General Plan and amendments to Sonoma County Code for the Sonoma
County Comprehensive Cannabis Program Update:

PURPOSE OF MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

This MMRP has been prepared to ensure that all adopted mitigation measures have been incorporated into the
Cannabis Program Update and would be implemented during construction and operation of individual projects. The
attached table has been prepared to assist the responsible parties in implementing the mitigation measures. The
table identifies the impact, mitigation measures (as amended through the Final EIR), monitoring responsibility,
mitigation timing, and provides space to confirm implementation of the mitigation measures. The numbering of
mitigation measures follows the numbering sequence found in the EIR. Mitigation measures that are referenced more
than once in the DEIR are not duplicated in the MMRP table.

The following adopted mitigation measures were incorporated into County Code:
» Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 (ZPC, DRH, UPC):" Implement Additional Measures to Protect Scenic Resources

» Mitigation Measure 3.3-4a: Implement Additional Measures to Minimize Odors from Cultivation and Handling of
Harvested Cannabis

» Mitigation Measure 3.3-4b: Implement Additional Measures to Minimize Odors from Cannabis Smoking

» Mitigation Measure 3.4-2c (ZPC): Limit Removal of Trees to Outside of the Nesting Bird Season

» Mitigation Measure 3.4-6a (ZPC): Utilize Wildlife-Friendly Building and Fencing Designs

» Mitigation Measure 3.10-2b (ZPC): Implement Groundwater Monitoring

» Mitigation Measure 3.12-4a: Outdoor Amplified Live Music Requires a Use Permit at Storefront Retailers

» Mitigation Measure 3.15-1a (ZPC): Protection of Tribal Cultural Resources for Permitted Uses

» Mitigation Measure 3.16-1 (All Cannabis Uses): Municipal Water Supply Verification for New Cannabis Uses

» Mitigation Measure 3.17-1a (UPC, DRH, and ZPC): Limitation of Use Types in Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones

REPORTING

The County shall document and describe the compliance of the activity with the adopted mitigation measures either
within the attached table or a separate monitoring documentation as part of processing applications under the
proposed ordinance.

! ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis.
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program Ascent

MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM TABLE

The categories identified in the attached MMRP table are described below.

» Mitigation Measure — This column provides the verbatim text of the adopted mitigation measure

» Implementation Responsibility — This column identifies the party responsible for implementing the mitigation
measure.

» Timing — This column identifies the time frame in which the mitigation will be implemented.

» Verification — This column is to be dated and signed by the person (either project manager or his/her designee)
responsible for verifying compliance with the requirements of the mitigation measure.

» Throughout the table, “Prior to operation” means post-approval, but before operation begins. Verification of
compliance would occur through one or more of the following:

» For measures that apply only to a specific mitigation action (e.g., installing odor control equipment, which
requires a building permit), a specific post-approval checkpoint is identified (e.g., prior to building permit final);

» For discretionary permits (UPC and DRH), all mitigation measures are incorporated into project conditions of
approval, and those conditions must be verified prior to operation.

» A Use Permit Certificate is issued by the County following completion of all pre-operational conditions for a UPC.

» Formal signoff and authorization to operate is also provided by the County for DRH after completion of all pre-
operational conditions.

» Pre-operational conditions can be verified at different stages, depending on the condition. For example, pre-
disturbance surveys would be required prior to initial ground-disturbance and/or vegetation removal; building
plans would be reviewed for compliance with light and glare standards prior to issuance of building permit(s)
(and sometimes a second time prior to building permit final); installation of odor control filtration equipment
would be reviewed on building plans prior to building permit issuance and given final signoff after building
construction, prior to building permit final.

Sonoma County
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Ascent

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Implementation

Time Frame / Monitoring

Impact Mitigation Measures Responsibilty Milestone Verification

Aesthetics

Impact 3.1-1: Have a Substantial ~ |Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 (ZPC, DRH, UPC): Implement Additional

Adverse Effect on a Scenic Vista or |Measures to Protect Scenic Resources

Viewshed The following mitigation measures would be included as new standards |County to verify Verify fencing and hoop house
in proposed Section 26-18-115(C): compliance design and location compliance

Impact 3.1-2: Damage Scenic » If a hoop house is visible from a public vantage point, any covering during the permit process and

Resources Including, but Not must be non-reflective. prior to approval of ZPC, UPC,

imi DRH.

Limited to.' Trees, Ro;k . » Weed block materials shall be made of non-reflective and non-plastic

Outcroppings, and Historical materials

Buildings within a State Scenic - ' ' o County to verify Verify hoop house covering and

Highway or County-Designated | * Installation of solid fencing, such as wood, masonry, and chainlink | compliance weed block material compliance

Scenic Roadway covered with privacy cloth, is prohibited within County-designated prior to operation for UPC or

scenic landscapes, scenic corridors, and community separators. DRH, and during annual

Impact 3.1-3: Substantially Degrade inspections for ZPC, UPC & DRH.

the Existing Visual Character or

Quality

Impact 3.1-4: Create a New Source |Mitigation Measure 3.1-4a (ZPC, UPC, DRH): Implement Mitigation See above. See above.

of Substantial Light or Glare that
Would Adversely Affect Day or
Nighttime Views

Measure 3.1-1

Mitigation Measure 3.1-4b: (ZPC, UPC, DRH): Implement New Light and

Glare Requirements

The following mitigation measures would be imposed through the

zoning permit, use permit, and design review with hearing processes:

» A lighting plan must be submitted for new cannabis uses that are
subject to a use permit or design review with hearing. The lighting
plan must demonstrate compliance with the following standards.

» Lighting Standards

= All exterior lighting shall be "Dark-sky” compliant and fully
shielded to avoid nighttime light pollution per guidance provided
by the International Dark Sky Association (www.darksky.org).

» |ighting shall be fully shielded to prevent nighttime light pollution.
= |ighting shall be downward facing, located at the lowest possible

point to the ground to prevent spill over onto adjacent properties,

Applicant to submit
lighting plan

County to verify
compliance

Lighting plan required at time of
application for UPC, DRH.

Verify compliance with lighting
and glare standards prior to

issuance of grading or building
permits for ZPC, UPC or DRH).

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Ascent

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring

Milestone Verification

glare, nighttime light pollution and unnecessary glow in the night
sky.

= |ight fixtures shall not be located at the periphery of the property
and shall not reflect off structures. Security lighting shall be put on
motion sensors.

= Uplights are not permitted; flood lights are permitted only for
temporary use in fields during harvest.

= Signs that emit light are prohibited and lights used to illuminate
signs shall be shielded to prevent light spill beyond the sign and
not exceed a total light output of 1000 lumens.

= |ight fixtures emitting over 1000 lumens are prohibited except
where needed for agriculture, commercial fishing, and first
responders.

= Total illuminance created by artificial lighting, shall not exceed 1.0
lux at the property line. Color temperature of exterior light
sources shall be 3000 Kelvin or lower.

» Glare Standards.

= All glass used on building exteriors must have a visible light
reflectance of no more than 15%.

= Glass with a visible light reflectance greater than 10% must
incorporate glare mitigation strategies, including but not limited
to exterior shading devices or non-reflective coatings.

= Certification from the glass manufacturer verifying compliance
with reflectance limits must be provided with the building permit
application.

= Reflectance data and specifications for all exterior glass must be
included in the permit documentation.

Air Quality

Impact 3.3-2: Generate Short-Term
Construction-Related Emissions of
ROG, NOx, PM10, and PMz_s

Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 (DRH and UPC): Implement the Bay Area Air
Quality Management District's Basic Construction Mitigation Measures
The following mitigation measures would be implemented through the
design review with hearing (DRH) or use permit for cannabis (UPC)
process for individual projects.

County to verify
compliance

Verify compliance prior to
issuance of grading or building
permits for UPC, DRH.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Ascent Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Implementation Time Frame / Monitoring

Impact Mitigation Measures Responsibility Milestone Verification
Prior to the issuance of grading or building permits, Sonoma County
shall ensure that BAAQMD's basic construction mitigation measures
from Table 5-2 of the BAAQMD 2022 CEQA Guidelines (or subsequent Complaint responses and
updates) are noted on the construction documents. These basic Construction Coordinator | resolution ongoing during
construction mitigation measures include the following: construction

1) All exposed surfaces (e.g., parking areas, staging areas, soil piles,
graded areas, and unpaved access roads) shall be watered two times
per day.

2) All'haul trucks transporting soil, sand, or other loose material off-site
shall be covered.

3) All visible mud or dirt track-out onto adjacent public roads shall be
removed using wet power vacuum street sweepers at least once per
day. The use of dry power sweeping is prohibited.

4) All vehicle speeds on unpaved roads shall be limited to 15 miles per
hour (mph).

5) All roadways, driveways, and sidewalks to be paved shall be
completed as soon as possible. Building pads shall be laid as soon as
possible after grading unless seeding or soil binders are used.

6) All excavation, grading, and/or demolition activities shall be
suspended when average wind speeds exceed 20 mph.

7) All'trucks and equipment, including their tires, shall be washed off
prior to leaving the site.

8) Unpaved roads providing access to sites located 100 feet or further
from a paved road shall be treated with a 6- to 12-inch layer of
compacted layer of wood chips, mulch, or gravel.

o)
=

A Construction Coordinator shall be designated by the project
applicant, and a sign shall be posted on the site including the
Coordinator's 24-hour phone number for public contact regarding
dust, trackout, and air quality complaints. The Coordinator shall
respond and take corrective action within 48 hours. The Coordinator
shall report all complaints and their resolutions to County staff.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Ascent

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring

Milestone Verification

Impact 3.3-4: Expose a Substantial
Number of People to Odors
Considered Objectionable

Mitigation Measure 3.3-4a: Implement Additional Measures to Minimize
Odors from Cultivation and Handling of Harvested Cannabis

Proposed Sections 26-18-115(C), 26-20-080, 26-20-025(C) shall be
amended to include the following provision:

e Astructure containing cannabis must be equipped with a
filtration and ventilation system to control odors, humidity,
and mold, except for structures containing only prepackaged
cannabis products. The air filtration system shall be sufficient
to prevent internal odors from being emitted externally and
must rely on activated carbon filtration, negative ion
generation, ozone generation, or other odor control
mechanisms demonstrated to achieve the same odor
reductions so that odors are not detectable outside the
structure.

County to verify
compliance

Verify compliance prior to
building permit final for ZPC,
UPC & DRH.

Impact 3.3-4: Expose a Substantial
Number of People to Odors
Considered Objectionable

Mitigation Measure 3.3-4b: Implement Additional Measures to Minimize

Odors from Cannabis Smoking
Proposed Sections 26-18-270, 26-22-120, and 26-26-025 shall be
amended as follows:

» Designated outdoor smoking areas must be located at the furthest
distance possible from offsite receptors. If a designated outdoor
smoking area is within 600 feet from a property line, the site must
employ odor control technology proven to reduce or control smoke
and associated odors (e.g. vacuum ventilation or water misters). If
smoking occurs indoors, the structure shall be equipped with an air
filtration system sufficient to prevent internal odors from being
emitted externally and shall rely on activated carbon filtration,
negative ion generation, ozone generation, or other odor control
mechanisms demonstrated to achieve the same odor reductions so

that odors are not detectable outside the structure. Any facility where

cannabis smoking occurs must also comply with the Sonoma County
Health Ordinance related to employee protections.

County to verify
compliance

Verify compliance prior to
building permit final for UPC &
DRH or prior to permit issuance
for periodic special events (ZPE).

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Ascent Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Implementation Time Frame / Monitoring

Impact Mitigation Measures Responsibility Milestone Verification
Biological Resources
Impact 3.4-1: Result in Disturbance |Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a (DRH or UPC): Conduct Biotic Resource
to or Loss of Special-Status Plant | Assessment Consisting of Pre-Application Biological Surveys and
Species and Habitat Project-Level Analysis
Sonoma County shall require the following mitigation measures for Applicant to submit Biotic |Biotic Resource Assessment
cannabis project applications subject to a use permit or design review  [Resource Assessment required at time of application
hearing. submittal
» A biotic resource assessment must be prepared to determine the '
presence of biological resources within a project site. The biotic County to verify _ ' _
resource assessment will include a biological survey and project-level | compliance Ve”fy_ compliance dur|_ng the
analysis, which shall be conducted by a qualified biologist. The survey permit process and prior to UPC
area shall include the proposed disturbance area for the proposed or DRH approval.

cannabis premises and supporting improvements outside of the
premises, including areas of anticipated construction, grading, other
ground disturbance, or vegetation removal as well as staging areas,
areas of anticipated light or noise impacts, ingress and egress routes,
and utility routes. The survey area shall be large enough to
encompass areas subject to both direct and indirect impacts. The
qualified biologist shall assess the habitat suitability of the proposed
disturbance area for all special-status plants, special-status wildlife,
and sensitive habitats identified as having potential to occur in the
County. This shall include an analysis of the late successional forest
habitat present within the Program Area, if applicable (see "Late
Successional Forest” under Section 3.4.2 above) to determine if there
is old-growth habitat present within the proposed disturbance area
(see Mature and Old-Growth Forests: Definition, Identification, and
Initial Inventory on Lands Managed by the Forest Service and Bureau
of Land Management, Appendix 1, Pacific Southwest Region [Region
5] [USFS 2023] to determine what qualifies as old-growth). The
qualified biologist shall also assess the habitat suitability of the
proposed disturbance area for all invasive species, as well as record
locations of invasive species if they are observed during the survey.
The biotic resource assessment must include sufficient evidence to
support a conclusion as to whether special-status species and
sensitive habitats are present or are likely to occur in the proposed

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Ascent

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring

Milestone Verification

disturbance area. At a minimum, the biotic resource assessment
report shall include:

= date, time, and weather conditions during the survey;

= adescription and explanation of whether the site conditions are
considered typical or atypical;

= a map depicting the proposed disturbance area and the unique,
rare, and special-status species, sensitive habitats, or sensitive
natural communities found;

= 3 vegetation map of the proposed disturbance area using the
National Vegetation Classification System (e.g., A Manual of
California Vegetation) and an associated table, including acreage
of vegetation types that could be adversely affected by project
implementation by also checking the Vital Lands Initiative priority
arefor vegetation communities (Sonoma County Ag + Open
Space 2024);

= 3 special-status species table generated from review of the
CNDDB, the California Native Plant Society Inventory of Rare and
Endangered Plants, lists maintained by USFWS, and the most
recent, best-available range information for special-status species;

= 3 list of wildlife movement corridors present in the project area as
well as footprint (i.e., area) of corridors, checking at least the
following sources: Sonoma County General Plan (Habitat
Connectivity Corridors), Sonoma County Ag + Open Space Vital
Lands Initiative, and the Conservation Lands Network;

= adescription of survey methods and any protocols utilized during
the survey;

= alist of common and special-status species and habitats observed
in the proposed disturbance area; and

® alist of critical times of the year (e.g., migration season, nesting
bird season) where nighttime lighting mitigation measure would
apply.

Following completion of the biotic resource assessment report, the

qualified biologist shall submit the report to Sonoma County

Planning Department for review. If no special status species, sensitive

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis

Sonoma County
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring
Milestone

Verification

habitat, wetlands, or other waters are identified on an individual
project site, no further mitigation is required.

» If special-status species, sensitive habitats, or wetlands or other
waters are present or have the potential to be present, the qualified
biologist developing the biotic resource assessment report shall
include a discussion of potential direct and indirect impacts
(temporary and permanent) on these resources, including identifying
the project activities that would lead to impacts, and the appropriate
biological resource protection measures identified in Mitigation
Measures 3.4-1b, 3.4-1c, 3.4-2a through 3.4-2q, 3.4-4, 3.4-5, 3.4-6a
through 3.4-6d, 3.4-6¢, 3.4-8 shall be implemented.

Impact 3.4-1: Result in Disturbance

to or Loss of Special-Status Plant
Species and Habitat

Mitigation Measure 3.4-1b (DRH or UPC): Conduct Special-Status Plant
Surveys and Implement Avoidance Measures and Mitigation

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
identifies the presence or potential presence of special-status plant
species on the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and
supporting improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County
shall require the following standards through the design review approval
process for new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for
new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources
zones:

» Within one year prior to the start of project-related ground
disturbing activities and during the blooming period for the special-
status plant species with potential to occur on the site, a qualified
botanist shall conduct protocol-level surveys for special-status plants
in all proposed disturbance areas, including temporary features,
following survey methods from the CDFW Protocols for Surveying and
Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and
Natural Communities (CDFW 2018a).

» [f special-status plants are not identified, the botanist shall document
the findings in a report to the applicant, County, and CDFW, and no
further mitigation shall be required.

» |f special-status plant species are found, the qualified botanist shall
consult with CDFW to designate a no-disturbance buffer or redesign
of the cannabis site that shall be reflected in application materials to
the County. If special-status plants cannot be avoided, then the

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

County to verify
compliance or whether
compliance is not feasible
due to federal status of
species listing

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities or
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities or
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Ascent Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Implementation Time Frame / Monitoring

Responsibility Milestone Verification

Impact Mitigation Measures

applicant shall consult with CDFW to determine if an incidental take
permit should be obtained (i.e., for special-status species listed under
CESA) or if compensatory mitigation would be required. Impacts on
special-status plant species will be mitigated such that there would
be no net loss of occupied habitat or individuals. Mitigation measures
shall include, at a minimum, preserving and enhancing existing
populations, establishing populations through seed collection or
transplantation from the site that is to be affected, and restoring or
creating habitat in sufficient quantities to achieve no net loss of
occupied habitat or individuals. Habitat and individual plants lost
shall be mitigated at a minimum 2:1 ratio, considering acreage, as
well as function and value, and in compliance with Sonoma County
General Plan Policy OSRC-7b-1-d (though this only applies in
designated Biotic Habitat Areas, which are only approximately 3.2
percent of the Program Area). As outlined in that policy, acreage
required for adequate mitigation and replacement habitat shall be at
least two times the acreage affected unless a lower level is acceptable
to the applicable state agencies, with the amount depending on the
habitat affected and the applicable mitigation priority value. Success
criteria for preserved and compensatory populations shall include the
following conditions:

= The extent of occupied area and plant density (number of plants
per unit area) in compensatory populations shall be equal to or
greater than the affected occupied habitat.

= Compensatory and preserved populations shall be self-producing.
Populations shall be considered self-producing when:

® Plants reestablish annually for a minimum of 5 years with no
human intervention, such as supplemental seeding; and

® Reestablished and preserved habitats contain an occupied area
and flower density comparable to existing occupied habitat
areas in similar habitat types in the project vicinity.

® |[f off-site mitigation includes dedication of conservation
easements, purchase of mitigation credits, or other off-site
conservation measures, the details of these measures shall be
included in the mitigation plan, including information on
responsible parties for long-term management, conservation

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring
Milestone

Verification

easement holders, long-term management requirements,
success criteria such as those listed above, and other details, as
appropriate to target the preservation of long-term viable
populations.

= Any mitigation plan for impacts on special-status plants must be
reviewed and approved by Sonoma County and CDFW.

» If special-status plants covered by the Santa Rosa Plain Conservation
Strategy (Burke's goldfield, Sonoma sunshine, Sebastopol
meadowfoam, and many-flowered navarretia) are found and the
proposed disturbance area is located in the Conservation Strategy
plan area, direct and indirect impacts on these plants shall be
completely avoided through implementation of no-disturbance
buffers or redesign of the project. If the plants cannot be completely
avoided, the application shall be denied until such a time that
cannabis uses are legalized under federal law and federal incidental
take permitting through participation in the Conservation Strategy
may be pursued. If the plants cannot be completely avoided and
cannabis uses are legalized under federal law, applicants will pursue
federal incidental take permitting through participation in the
Conservation Strategy.

Impact 3.4-1:

Mitigation Measure 3.4-1c (DRH or UPC): Implement Measures to Avoid
Introduction or Spread of Invasive Plant and Wildlife Species

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that special-status plants are present or potentially present
on the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and
supporting improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County
shall require the following standards through the design review approval
process for new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for
new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources
zones:

» The application shall include identification of invasive plant species
that occur on the site and where they are located. After identifying
what type of invasive species could be or are present on the project
site, the application shall identify specific measures to be employed
for the removal of invasive species and on-site management
practices.

Applicant to submit
invasive species
management plan

County to verify plan
compliance

Plan required at time of
application for UPC or DRH.

Verify plan compliance during
the permit process and prior to
UPC or DRH approval.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring

Milestone Verification

» Invasive plant species (defined in the EIR, see Section 3.4.2
Environmental Setting, “Invasive Species”) shall be removed from the
site to the extent feasible, using measures appropriate to the species.
For example, species that cannot easily reroot, resprout, or disperse
seeds may be left on site in a debris pile. Species that resprout
readily (e.g., English ivy) or disperse seeds (e.g., pampas grass)
should be hauled off-site and disposed of appropriately at a landfill
site. A qualified botanist shall determine the appropriate percent
cover of invasive species to remove for the site and what type of
restoration plantings shall be appropriate for the site.

» The site shall be monitored by a qualified botanist annually for 3
years or until the following success criteria are met, whichever is
longer:

= Cover of existing invasive plants has either decreased or remained
unchanged, there are no new infestations of invasive plants that
existed on the site before project implementation, and there are
no new invasive plant species that were not present onsite before
project implementation.

» Heavy equipment and other machinery shall be inspected for the
presence of invasive species before on-site use, and shall be cleaned
before entering the site, to reduce the risk of introducing invasive
plant species.

» No nonnative fish species shall be introduced into ponds on project
sites. This measure does not apply to any activities conducted
pursuant to the California Health and Safety Code, including
mosquito control activities conducted by local vector control
agencies.

» If storage ponds would be constructed, the applicant shall hire a
qualified biologist to prepare an aquatic invasive species
management plan, which shall include details regarding monitoring
for aquatic invasive species, including bullfrogs, and appropriate
measures for preventing establishment of these species and
controlling invasive species populations. The aquatic invasive species
management plan shall be reviewed and approved by Sonoma
County prior to construction of stock ponds.

Applicant to submit
monitoring reports

County to verify
monitoring compliance

Monitoring imposed through
conditions of approval and
required for 3 years after end of
construction or start of
operation (if no construction) or
until success criteria are met.

Verify monitoring compliance
until success criteria are met.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Implementation

Time Frame / Monitoring

Impact Mitigation Measures Responsibility Milestone Verification
Impact 3.4-2: Result in Disturbance | Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a (DRH or UPC): Conduct Biotic Resource See above. See above.
to or Loss of Special-Status Wildlife | Assessment Consisting of Pre-Application Biological Surveys and
Species and Habitat Project-Level Analysis
Impact 3.4-2 (continued) Mitigation Measure 3.4-2a (DRH or UPC): Conduct Pre-disturbance
Surveys for Special-Status Amphibians and Implement Avoidance
Measures
If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a) County to verify Verify compliance during the

determines that special-status amphibians are present or potentially
present on the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and
supporting improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County
shall require the following standards through the design review approval
process for new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for
new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources
Zones:

» For California tiger salamander or California red-legged frogs:

= |f California tiger salamanders or California red-legged frogs are
detected during the initial biological survey (see Mitigation
Measure 3.4-1a) or are determined to be likely to occur (i.e.,
aquatic or upland habitats potentially suitable for the species are
present), then it shall be assumed that all cannabis-related
activities, other than crop-swap, that involve construction, other
project activities utilizing large machinery (by which special-status
amphibians can be crushed), vegetation removal, or other ground
disturbance, in all zoning districts in the Program could result in
take of this species, and the application shall be denied until such
a time that cannabis uses are legalized under federal law and
protocol-level surveys by USFWS-approved biologists with ESA
Section 10(a)(1)(A) permits may be conducted and federal
incidental take permitting may be pursued. Furthermore, a buffer
of 1.3 miles shall be established around existing known California
tiger salamander breeding occurrences (e.g., Santa Rosa Plain
Conservation Strategy Mapping, CNDDB), and cannabis uses shall
also be prohibited within the buffer.

= |f California tiger salamander or California red-legged frog are
delisted from ESA and one of these delisted species are detected
during the initial biological resources assessment survey (see

compliance or whether
compliance is not feasible
due to federal status of
species listing

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County
(other species)

County to verify pre-
disturbance survey
compliance (other species)

County to verify use of
plastic

permit process and prior to UPC
or DRH approval.

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities or
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities or
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Ascent Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Implementation Time Frame / Monitoring

Impact Mitigation Measures Responsibility Milestone

Verification

Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a) or are determined to be likely to occur
(i.e., aquatic or upland habitats potentially suitable for the species
are present on the site), protocol-level surveys shall be conducted
by a qualified biologist. For California tiger salamander, Interim
Guidance on Site Assessment and Field Surveys for Determining
Presence or a Negative Finding of the California Tiger Salamander
(USFWS and CDFG 2003) shall be used, and for California red-
legged frog Revised Guidance on Site Assessments and Field
Surveys for the California Red-legged Frog (USFWS 2005). If either
of these species were identified in protocol-level surveys, work on
the site shall not commence until the applicant has consulted with
CDFW to determine whether mitigation measures, such as project
design modifications, relocation of the site, or relocation of
individual animals, shall be necessary and appropriate so that
injury to or mortality of special-status amphibians shall be
avoided.

» For California giant salamander, foothill yellow-legged frog, Pacific
tailed frog, red-bellied newt, or other amphibians considered special-
status detected during the initial biotic resource assessment survey
(see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a) application:

= |f California giant salamanders, foothill yellow-legged frogs, Pacific
tailed frogs, red-bellied newts, or any other amphibians
considered special-status species are detected during the initial
biotic resource assessment survey (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
or are determined to be likely to occur based on the presence of
habitat suitable for these species, the following measures shall
apply:
® A qualified biologist familiar with the life cycle of California
giant salamander, foothill yellow-legged frog, Pacific tailed
frog, and red-bellied newt shall conduct pre-disturbance
surveys of proposed new disturbance areas within 48 hours
before new disturbance activities. Pre-disturbance surveys for
special-status amphibian species shall be conducted
throughout the proposed development area, and a minimum
400-foot buffer around the proposed disturbance area.
Surveys shall consist of “walk and turn” surveys of areas
beneath surface objects (e.g., rocks, leaf litter, moss mats,

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Ascent

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring
Milestone

Verification

coarse woody debris) for salamanders and visual searches for
frogs. Appropriate surveys will be conducted for the applicable
life stages (i.e., eggs, larvae, adults) depending on the timing of
the survey.

If special-status amphibians are not detected during the pre-
disturbance survey, then further mitigation is not required.

If California giant salamanders, foothill yellow-legged frogs,
Pacific tailed frogs, or red-bellied newts are detected, injury to
or mortality of special-status amphibians shall be avoided by
modifying project design, relocating the site, or relocating
individual animals (with an applicable CDFW scientific
collecting permit and CDFW approval). A no-disturbance
buffer shall be established around the location where the
detection occurred, and around habitat suitable for the species
detected, the size of which shall be determined by the qualified
biologist such that injury and mortality of individuals, including
individuals dispersing in upland habitats, would be avoided. No
work shall occur in the no-disturbance buffer for the duration
of disturbance activities. If the applicant determines that
project implementation outside of the no-disturbance buffer is
infeasible (i.e., most project objectives cannot be met), then the
applicant may consult with CDFW to determine whether
additional mitigation measures, such as compensatory
mitigation would be necessary to minimize impacts on these
species and allow development in the no-disturbance buffer.

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures for
cannabis cultivation shall be properly fastened, maintained in good
condition, and regularly inspected for degradation from weather to

prevent introduction of plastic into the natural environment,
including waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting may not be placed directly on the
ground.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Ascent

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring
Milestone

Verification

Impact 3.4-2 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2b (DRH or UPC): Conduct Pre-Disturbance
Surveys for Northwestern Pond Turtle and Implement Avoidance
Measures

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that northwestern pond turtle is present or potentially
present on the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and
supporting improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County
shall require the following standards through the design review approval
process for new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for
new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources
zones:

» If northwestern pond turtles are detected during the initial biotic
resource assessment survey (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a) or are
determined to be likely to occur based on the presence of habitat
suitable for this species, the following measures shall apply:

» A qualified biologist familiar with the life history of northwestern
pond turtle shall conduct pre-disturbance surveys of proposed new
disturbance areas within 1,640 feet of any aquatic habitat within 24
hours before disturbance activities.

= |f northwestern pond turtles are not detected during the pre-
disturbance survey, then no further mitigation is required.

= |f northwestern pond turtles are detected during the pre-
disturbance survey, injury to or mortality of turtles shall be avoided
by modifying project design, relocating the site, or relocating
individual animals (with an applicable CDFW scientific collecting
permit and CDFW approval). A no-disturbance buffer shall be
established around the location where the detection occurred and
around habitat suitable for northwestern pond turtle the size of
which shall be determined by the qualified biologist such that
injury and mortality of individuals, including individuals dispersing
in upland habitats, would be avoided. No work shall occur in the
no-disturbance buffer for the duration of disturbance activities. If
the applicant determines that project implementation outside of
the no-disturbance buffer is infeasible (i.e,, most project objectives
cannot be met), then the applicant may consult with CDFW to
determine whether additional mitigation measures, such as

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

County to verify use of
plastic

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities or
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities or
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Ascent Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Implementation Time Frame / Monitoring

Responsibility Milestone Verification

Impact Mitigation Measures

compensatory mitigation would be necessary to minimize impacts
on northwestern pond turtles species and allow disturbance in the
no-disturbance buffer.

® [f relocation of northwestern pond turtles is determined to be
necessary and is approved by CDFW, turtles shall be relocated
to similar nearby habitat free of predators (e.g., raccoons,
coyotes, raptors, bullfrogs, nonnative turtles, other
northwestern pond turtles) as determined by the qualified
biologist. If northwestern pond turtles are relocated, a report
shall be submitted electronically to CDFW within 15 days of the
relocation. The report shall include the location, date, time, and
duration of collection and release; the number of individuals
relocated; and identification of the qualified biologist.

» If northwestern pond turtle, which is currently a candidate for listing
under ESA, is listed as threatened (or endangered) in the future, take
of individuals associated with cannabis activities shall be prohibited. If
take cannot be avoided, the application shall be denied.

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting may not be placed directly on the
ground.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued) Mitigation Measure 3.4-2c (ZPC): Limit Removal of Trees to Outside of
the Nesting Bird Season

Add the following standard to Section 26-18-115 (C)(4)(h): County to verify Verify compliance during the
compliance permit process and prior to ZPC

If trees will be removed from an orchard to support a crop swap, it must
approval.

occur outside of the nesting bird season (September 1 through January
31).

Impact 3.4-2 (continued) Mitigation Measure 3.4-2d (DRH or UPC): Conduct Pre-Disturbance Nesting
Raptor Surveys and Establish Protective Buffers

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that nesting raptors (excluding burrowing owl and northern | Applicant to submit pre- | Survey(s) and notification to
spotted owl) are present or potentially present on or adjacent to the disturbance survey(s) and | County required prior to initial

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Ascent

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring
Milestone

Verification

proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and supporting
improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County shall require
the following standards through the design review approval process for
new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for new
cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources zones:

» To minimize the potential for loss of nesting raptors, disturbance
activities shall occur only during the nonbreeding season (September
1through January 31) and outside the soil disturbance avoidance
timeframe outlined in the Best Management Practices Cannabis
Cultivation (Sonoma County Department of Agriculture n.d.-a), which
all cannabis cultivation operations are required to follow. As such, all
disturbance activities related to cannabis cultivation shall only occur
from September 1 through October 31. In addition, disturbance
activities for non-cultivation uses, as well as tree removal for

cultivation uses that does not involve soil disturbance shall only occur

during the nonbreeding season (September 1through January 31).

» If removal of trees (without soil disturbance) cannot occur during the
nonbreeding season (September 1through January 31) or if ground-
disturbing activities including removal of trees involving soil
disturbance cannot occur between September 1 through October 31,
the following will apply:

= Before removal of any trees or ground-disturbing activities
between February 1and August 31, a qualified biologist shall
conduct pre-disturbance surveys for nesting raptors and shall
identify active nests within a certain distance of the disturbance
area, depending on the species that are known or have potential
to be present. For northern harrier and short-eared owl, surveys
shall occur at a minimum of 500 feet of the proposed disturbance
area. For Swainson’s hawk and white-tailed kite, surveys shall
occur at a minimum of 0.25 miles of the proposed disturbance
area. Additionally, for American peregrine falcon, bald eagle, and
golden eagle, surveys shall occur at a minimum of 0.5 miles of the
proposed disturbance area. The surveys shall be conducted
between February 1and August 31. Inaccessible areas (e.g., private
property) within the 0.25-mile or 0.5-mile survey buffers shall be
surveyed using binoculars or a spotting scope.

notification to County if
vegetation removal occurs
during nesting season
(February 1through
August 31) or soil
disturbance occurs during
outdoor cultivation soil
disturbance avoidance
timeframe (November 1
through April 15)

County to verify
compliance

County to verify use of
plastic

ground-disturbing activities, tree
removal, issuance of grading or
building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, tree
removal, or issuance of grading
or building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring
Milestone

Verification

If no active nests are found, the qualified biologist shall submit a
report documenting the survey methods and results to the applicant
and CDFW, and no further mitigation shall be required.

If active nests are found, impacts on nesting raptors, including direct
removal and disturbance (e.g., noise, presence of construction crews)
shall be avoided by establishing appropriate buffers around active
nest sites identified during pre-disturbance raptor surveys.

= For northern harrier and short-eared owl, avoidance buffers will
be established a minimum of 500 feet from the proposed
disturbance area, including tree removal. For Swainson's hawk and
white-tailed kite, avoidance buffers will be established a minimum
of 0.25 miles of the proposed disturbance area, including tree
removal. For American peregrine falcon, bald eagle, and golden
eagle, avoidance buffers will be established a minimum of 0.5
miles from the proposed disturbance area, including tree removal.

= Buffer size may be adjusted if the qualified biologist and the
applicant, in consultation with CDFW, determine that such an
adjustment would not be likely to adversely affect the nest.
Factors to be considered for determining buffer size shall include
the presence of natural buffers provided by vegetation or
topography, nest height, locations of foraging territory, and
baseline levels of noise and human activity.

= The buffer areas shall be protected with construction fencing, and
no activity shall occur within the buffer areas until the qualified
biologist has determined, in coordination with CDFW, that the
young have fledged, the nest is no longer active, or reducing the
buffer would not likely result in nest abandonment.

= Monitoring of the nest by a qualified biologist during disturbance
(e.g., ground disturbance, vegetation removal [including tree
removal], installation of cannabis cultivation sites, installation of
temporary event facilities, cannabis events) shall be required if the
activity has potential to adversely affect the nest.

Removal of bald and golden eagle nests is prohibited regardless of
the occupancy status under the federal Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act. If bald or golden eagle nests are found during pre-
disturbance surveys, then the nest tree shall not be removed.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring
Milestone

Verification

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting shall not be placed directly on the
ground.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2e (DRH or UPC): Conduct Take-Avoidance
Survey for Burrowing Owl, Implement Avoidance Measures, and
Compensate for Loss of Occupied Burrows or Nests

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that burrowing owl is present or potentially present on or
adjacent to the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and
supporting improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County
shall require the following standards through the design review approval
process for new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for
new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources
zones:

» A qualified biologist shall conduct a pre-disturbance survey for
burrowing owls in areas of habitat suitable for the species (e.g.,
grasslands, agricultural areas; as determined during the biotic
resources assessment [Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a]) on and within a
minimum of 1,640 feet of the cannabis site using survey methods
described in Appendix D of the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl
Mitigation (hereinafter, Staff Report; CDFG 2012), or any subsequent
updated guidance. A minimum of four surveys shall be conducted to
determine whether burrowing owls occupy the site. If feasible, at
least one survey should be conducted between February 15 and April
15 and the remaining surveys should be conducted between April 15
and July 15, at least three weeks apart. Because burrowing owls may
recolonize a site after only a few days, one of the surveys, or an
additional survey, shall be conducted no less than 14 days before
initiating ground disturbance activities to verify that take of
burrowing owl would not occur. Inaccessible areas (e.g., private
property) within the 1,640-foot survey buffer shall be surveyed using
binoculars or a spotting scope.

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County

County to verify surveys,
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

County to verify use of
plastic

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities,
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, or
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring
Milestone

Verification

If no burrowing owls, including occupied burrowing ow! burrows, are
found, the qualified biologist shall submit a burrowing owl report
documenting the survey methods and results to the applicant,
Sonoma County, and CDFW, and no further mitigation shall be
required.

If an active burrow is found during the surveys, the project applicant
shall establish and maintain a buffer around the occupied burrow
and any identified satellite burrows (i.e., non-nesting burrows that
burrowing owls use to escape predators or move young into after
hatching) to prevent take of the burrowing owls.

= During the non-breeding season (September 1 through January
31), the minimum buffer distance shall be 164 feet (50 m). During

the breeding season (February 1 through August 31), the minimum

buffer distance shall be increased to 1,640 feet (500 meters).

= The buffer may be adjusted if, in consultation with CDFW, a
qualified biologist determines that an alternative buffer will not
result in take of burrowing owl adults, young, or eggs because of
particular site features (e.g., topography, natural line-of-sight
barriers), level of project disturbance, or other considerations. If the
buffer is reduced, a qualified biologist shall monitor the behavior of
the burrowing owls during all project activities within 1,640 feet of
the burrow. If the owls are disturbed or agitated (e.g., vocalizations,
bill snaps, fluffing feathers to increase body size appearance,
drooping wings and rotating them forward, crouching and weaving
back and forth) by the project activities, the biologist shall have the
authority to halt the activities and re-establish a buffer consistent
with the first bullet until the agitated behavior ceases and normal
behavior resumes.

= The buffer shall remain in place around the occupied burrow and
associated satellite burrows until a qualified biologist has

determined through noninvasive methods that the burrows are no

longer occupied by burrowing owl. A previously occupied burrow
will be considered unoccupied if surveys demonstrate that no
owls have used the burrow for seven consecutive days.

= | ocations of burrowing owls detected during surveys shall be
reported to the CNDDB.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Milestone Verification

» If implementation of a buffer to prevent take of burrowing owl is not
feasible, the project applicant shall consult with CDFW and obtain an
Incidental Take Permit (ITP) prior to commencing project related
ground-disturbing activities. The impacts of taking burrowing owl
shall be minimized and fully mitigated. Alternatively, ground
disturbance can be delayed until a qualified biologist has determined
through noninvasive methods that the burrows are no longer
occupied by burrowing owl. A previously occupied burrow will be
considered unoccupied if surveys demonstrate that no owls have
used the burrow for seven consecutive days.

» If take of burrowing owl is likely to occur, the project applicant shall
compensate for the loss of burrowing owl by establishing permanent
protection and perpetual management on land that provides
burrowing owl habitat. Habitat management lands for burrowing owl
may be established by conservation easement or fee title or credits
may be purchased from a CDFW-approved conservation or
mitigation bank. The compensatory mitigation shall satisfy permit
conditions and all other permit conditions shall be implemented.

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting may not be placed directly on the
ground.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2f (DRH or UPC): Conduct Northern Spotted
Owl Pre-Disturbance Habitat Suitability Surveys and Determine Presence
or Absence of the Species

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that northern spotted owl is present or potentially present
on or adjacent to the proposed new cannabis site (including cannabis
premises and supporting improvements outside of the premises),
Sonoma County shall require the following standards through the
design review approval process for new construction in industrial and
commercial zones and for new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in
agricultural and resources zones:

County to verify no old
growth tree removal

Verify compliance prior to tree
removal or issuance of grading
or building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring
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Verification

» To avoid the potential for loss of northern spotted owls and their

nests, or loss or fragmentation of occupied habitat or habitat suitable
for northern spotted owl, removal of old-growth habitat shall be
prohibited, as outlined in Mitigation Measure 3.4-4.

If the area of proposed new disturbance activities is within or
adjacent to habitat suitable for northern spotted owl, as determined
during implementation of Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a, and a qualified
biologist determines it is within a minimum of 1.3 miles (average
species home range) of a known occurrence of northern spotted owl,
the following measures shall be followed:

= Before permit application submittal, a qualified biologist familiar
with the species and protocol, shall conduct pre-disturbance
surveys for nests within a minimum 1.3-mile radius (i.e., buffer)
around the site as described in Protocol for Surveying Proposed
Management Activities That May Impact Northern Spotted Owls
(USFWS 2012) and the 2019 revision to Northern Spotted Owl Take
Avoidance Analysis and Guidance for Private Lands in California
(USFWS 2019). Surveys shall take place between March 1 and
August 31. At least six complete surveys per year over the course
of 2 years must be completed to determine presence or absence
of northern spotted owl. Three surveys must be completed by
June 30 and must be conducted at least 7 days apart. Two
additional surveys may be required after the first six if residency
cannot be determined after a positive response.

= Following 2 years of required surveys (and any additional surveys
required if northern spotted owl residency cannot be determined
following a positive response), if northern spotted owls are
determined to be absent at a minimum of 1.3 miles from the site,
then further mitigation is not required.

= |f northern spotted owls are determined to be present within a
minimum of 1.3 miles of the site, then it is presumed that habitat
removal; loud, continuous noises; or visual stimuli could cause
disturbance and harm to northern spotted owls and could result
in take of northern spotted owls and the application shall be
denied.

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s)

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

County to verify use of
plastic

Survey(s) required at time of
application for UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance during the
permit process and prior to UPC
or DRH approval.

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting shall not be placed directly on the
ground.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2g (DRH or UPC): Conduct Pre-Disturbance
Special-Status Nesting Bird Surveys and Establish Protective Buffers

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that bank swallow, black swift, California black rail, California
Ridgway's rail, grasshopper sparrow, purple martin, saltmarsh common
yellowthroat, San Pablo song sparrow, tricolored blackbird, western
snowy plover, western yellow-billed cuckoo, yellow rail, yellow warbler,
and yellow-headed blackbird, or other bird nests are present or
potentially present on or adjacent to the proposed cannabis site
(including cannabis premises and supporting improvements outside of
the premises), Sonoma County shall require the following standards
through the design review approval process for new construction in
industrial and commercial zones and for new cannabis uses requiring a
use permit in agricultural and resources zones:

» To minimize the potential for disturbance to or loss of bank swallow,
black swift, California black rail, California Ridgway's rail, grasshopper
sparrow, purple martin, saltmarsh common yellowthroat, San Pablo
song sparrow, tricolored blackbird, western snowy plover, western
yellow-billed cuckoo, yellow rail, yellow warbler, and yellow-headed
blackbird, and other bird nests, vegetation removal activities shall
occur only during the nonbreeding (September 1through January 31)
season and outside soil disturbance avoidance timeframe outlined in
the Best Management Practices Cannabis Cultivation (Sonoma County
Department of Agriculture n.d.-a). As such, disturbance activities
related to cannabis cultivation shall only occur from September 1
through October 31. In addition, disturbance activities for non-
cultivation uses, as well as tree removal for cultivation uses that does
not involve soil disturbance, disturbance activities shall occur only
during the nonbreeding season (September 1 through January 31.

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County if
vegetation removal occurs
during nesting season
(February 1through
August 31) or soil
disturbance occurs during
outdoor cultivation soil
disturbance avoidance
timeframe (November 1
through April 15)

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

County to verify
compliance or whether
compliance is not feasible
due to federal status ((i.e.,
California Ridgway's rail,
western snowy plover,

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities,
vegetation removal, issuance of
grading or building permits
(whichever is first) for UPC or
DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities,
vegetation removal, issuance of
grading or building permits
(whichever is first) for UPC or
DRH.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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» If seasonal avoidance is not possible (see bullet directly above), a
pre-disturbance survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist
familiar with these species and survey protocols (where protocols are
available) before removal of any vegetation or any ground
disturbance. The surveys shall be conducted no more than 7 days
before disturbance commences or as required by established
protocols. The survey radius within which the qualified biologist will

search for nests will include the proposed disturbance area and a 0.5-

mile area surrounding the disturbance area (to account for the
largest required no-disturbance buffer of 0.5 miles for western
yellow-billed cuckoo). Inaccessible areas (e.g., adjacent private
property) will not be surveyed directly, but the biologist may use
binoculars or a spotting scope to survey these areas. Pre-disturbance
surveys shall follow survey methods outlined in survey protocols
where such protocols have been established, including General
Survey Methods for Covered Species (for California black rail), USFWS
California Clapper Rail Survey Protocol (for California Ridgway's rail),
Yellow-Billed Cuckoo Survey Protocols (SWRCB n.d.; USFWS 2015;
Halterman et al. 2016), and any other appropriate, current protocol
published by CDFW or USFWS.

= If no active nests are found during pre-disturbance surveys, no
further action under this measure (i.e., Mitigation Measure 3.4-29)
shall be required.

m |f active nests associated with species listed under ESA (i.e,,
California Ridgway's rail, western snowy plover, western yellow-
billed cuckoo) are found during pre-disturbance surveys, the
applicant must avoid impacts by implementing no-disturbance
buffers or redesigning the project until such time as federal
permits, authorizations, and procedures/protocols can be applied.
No-disturbance buffers for these species shall be at least 1,000
feet for western snowy plover and California Ridgway's rail, and at
least 0.5 miles for western snowy plover.

= [ active nests of species not listed under ESA are located during
the pre-disturbance surveys, a no-disturbance buffer shall be
established around active nests. The no-disturbance buffer shall
be a minimum of 100 feet from the nest to avoid disturbance,
depending on the species identified, until the nest is no longer

western yellow-billed
cuckoo)

County to verify use of
plastic

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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active. No-disturbance buffers surrounding bank swallow and
tricolored blackbird colonies or California black rail nests shall be
a minimum of 500 feet. For species listed under CESA (i.e., bank
swallow, California black rail, tricolored blackbird), occupied
habitat shall be retained regardless of the activity status of the
nest or colony. If avoidance of this habitat after the colony or nest
is no longer active, is determined to be infeasible (e.g., most
project objectives cannot be met) the applicant shall consult with
CDFW to determine whether incidental take permitting and/or
compensatory mitigation would be required to reduce impacts on
these species.

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting shall not be placed directly on the
ground.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2h (DRH or UPC): Conduct Marbled Murrelet
Pre-Disturbance Habitat Suitability Surveys and Determine Presence or
Absence of the Species

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that marbled murrelet is present or potentially present on or
adjacent to the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and
supporting improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County
shall require the following standards through the design review approval
process for new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for
new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources
zones:

» Within habitat suitable for marbled murrelet: To avoid loss of
marbled murrelet and their nests, or loss or fragmentation of
occupied habitat or habitat suitable for marbled murrelet, removal of
old-growth habitat is prohibited, as outlined in Mitigation Measure
3.4-4.

» Adjacent to habitat suitable for marbled murrelet: If the area of
proposed new disturbance activities is adjacent to habitat suitable for

County to verify no old
growth tree removal

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) if
tree removal or ground
disturbance occurs during
nesting season (April 15
through August 5)

Verify compliance prior to tree
removal or issuance of grading
or building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities,
vegetation removal, issuance of
grading or building permits
(whichever is first) for UPC or
DRH.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Impact Mitigation Measures Responsibility Milestone Verification
marbled murrelet (e.g., coniferous forest), as determined by a County to verify survey(s), |Verify compliance prior to initial
qualified biologist, the following measures shall be followed: additional requirements (if |ground-disturbing activities,
= Removal of any trees or ground-disturbing activities from August 6 |2nY) a‘nd final report vege.tation remoyal, issuahce of
through April 14 would not require pre-disturbance surveys for compliance grading or building permits
marbled murrelet. Conversely, if seasonal avoidance is not possible, (whichever is first) for UPC or
DRH.

before removal of any trees or ground-disturbing activities from
April 15 through August 5 that occurs adjacent to habitat suitable
for marbled murrelet, a qualified biologist familiar with the life
history of the marbled murrelet shall conduct pre-disturbance
surveys for nests within a 0.25-mile radius (i.e., buffer) around the County to verify use of During project operation, verify

site, as described in Methods for Surveying Marbled Murrelets in plastic compliance with plastic use and
Forests: A Revised Protocol for Land Management and Research maintenance requirements
(Mack et al. 2003). during annual inspections.

» |f marbled murrelets are determined to be absent at a minimum
of 0.25 miles from the site, then further mitigation is not required.

= |f marbled murrelets are determined to be present on the site or
within 0.25 miles of the site, a 0.25-mile buffer (or a larger buffer,
as recommended by CDFW) shall be established around occupied
nest sites. No project activity may occur within the 0.25-mile
buffer area or other recommended buffer by CDFW until the end
of the marbled murrelet breeding season (August 6). The nest tree
and any adjacent trees that provide screening or canopy cover to
the nest shall be retained regardless of the diameter of the tree.

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting shall not be placed directly on the
ground.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued) Mitigation Measure 3.4-2i (DRH or UPC): Conduct Crotch’s Bumble Bee
Pre-Disturbance Habitat Suitability Surveys and Pre-Disturbance Surveys
If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that Crotch's bumble bee is present or potentially present | Applicant to submit Study required prior to UPC or
on the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and habitat suitability study DRH approval.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Impact Mitigation Measures Responsibility Milestone Verification
supporting improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County
shall require the following standards through the design review approval
process for new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for
new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources | County to verify study County to verify study and final
Zones: compliance report compliance during the

» Before implementation of ground-disturbing activities, a qualified

biologist shall conduct a habitat suitability study for Crotch's bumble
bee following the guidance in the Survey Considerations for California
Endangered Species Act (CESA) Candidate Bumble Bee Species (CDFW
2023), which requires collection of specific information to determine
habitat suitability for this species which may be in excess of the
information collected during implementation of the biotic resources
assessment described in Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a (e.g., depending
on the time of year the biotic resources assessment was conducted).
Results of the Crotch’s bumble bee habitat suitability study shall be
submitted to the applicant, Sonoma County, and CDFW before
initiating ground-disturbing activities. If the area of proposed new
disturbance activities contains habitat suitable for Crotch’s bumble
bee (e.g., nesting habitat, foraging habitat), the following measures
shall be followed.

= To avoid impacts on Crotch's bumble bee, cannabis-related
disturbance activities shall not occur in habitats suitable for this
species from April through August (i.e., colony active period) if
feasible.

= If not feasible to avoid ground-disturbance activities from April
through August, pre-disturbance surveys for Crotch’s bumble
bees shall be conducted following the guidance in the Survey
Considerations for California Endangered Species Act (CESA)
Candidate Bumble Bee Species (CDFW, 2023).

® [f Crotch's bumble bees are not detected during the pre-
disturbance survey, no additional mitigation is required.

o [f Crotch's bumble bees are detected during the pre-
disturbance survey, appropriate avoidance measures shall be
implemented:

o Protective buffers shall be implemented around active
nesting colonies until these sites are no longer active as

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County if
initial ground disturbing
activities occur during the
colony active period (April
1through August 31)

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

County to verify use of
plastic

permit process and prior to UPC
or DRH approval.

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities,
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, or
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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determined by a qualified biologist. A qualified biologist, in
consultation with CDFW, will determine the appropriate
buffer size to protect nesting colonies; however, buffers
shall be at least 50 feet.

o Ifimpacts on Crotch’s bumble bee cannot be avoided,
compliance with CESA and consultation with CDFW is
required and the applicant shall acquire an incidental take
permit (ITP) from CDFW. The applicant shall implement all
avoidance measures included in the ITP such that take
would be fully mitigated. Polyethylene plastic used for
agricultural shade or crop structures shall be properly
fastened, maintained in good condition, and regularly
inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment,
including waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting shall not be placed directly on the
ground.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2j (DRH or UPC): Avoid Overwintering Monarch
Habitat and Conduct Pre-Disturbance Monarch Survey

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that monarch is present or potentially present on the
proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and supporting
improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County shall require
the following standards through the design review approval process for
new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for new
cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources zones:

» Monarch Overwintering Sites Identified:

= To avoid impacts on monarch butterfly, new disturbance activities
that remove any vegetation shall not occur in previously identified
overwintering sites identified by Xerces (2024) and within a 100-
foot buffer surrounding the overwintering site.

= If, during implementation of Mitigation Measure 3.4-1, a
previously undetected monarch overwintering site is found by a
qualified biologist, new disturbance related to the Program

County to verify no
disturbance to
overwintering sites

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County if
initial ground disturbing
activities or tree removal
occur during
overwintering period
(October 1through March
37)

Verify compliance during the
permit process and prior to UPC
or DRH approval.

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, tree
removal, issuance of grading or
building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Update shall be prohibited in the overwintering site and within a
100-foot buffer surrounding the overwintering site.

» Habitat Potentially Suitable for Overwintering Sites Present on Project

Site:

= If, during implementation of Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a (biotic
resources assessment), a qualified biologist determines that
habitat suitable for overwintering monarchs is present in a new
disturbance area, a qualified biologist familiar with monarchs and
monarch overwintering habitat will conduct pre-disturbance
surveys for monarch colonies in these areas between October 1
and March 31and will identify any colonies found within the
treatment area. Any identified colonies shall be avoided as
described above. If no overwintering colonies are found, further
mitigation to protect overwintering monarchs will not be required.

» Habitat Potentially Suitable for Monarch (Other Than Overwintering

Sites) Present on Project Site:

= If all disturbance activities are completed outside of the period
when milkweed plants could host monarch eggs or caterpillars

(i.e., all disturbance activities completed between October through

February), surveys for milkweed plants, monarch eggs, and
caterpillars would not be required. If disturbance activities cannot
be completed between October and February, then during the
period of March through September (i.e., when milkweed plants
could host monarch eggs or caterpillars), and within no more than
14 days before implementing project activities, a qualified
biologist shall conduct pre-disturbance surveys for milkweed
plants and inspect these plants for monarch eggs, larvae (i.e.,
caterpillars), and pupae. Ground disturbance involving outdoor
cultivation activities may not occur November 1 through April 15
per Best Management Practices Cannabis Cultivation (Sonoma
County Department of Agriculture n.d.-a). If monarch eggs,
caterpillars, or pupae are found, the host plants shall be avoided
until metamorphosis is completed and adult butterflies emerge
and leave the host plant. If no eggs or caterpillars are detected,
no additional protection measures are necessary.

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County for
milkweed plants, monarch
eggs, larvae, and
caterpillars, if initial
ground disturbing
activities occur during
March 1 through
September 30.

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

County to verify
compliance or whether
compliance is not feasible
due to federal status
(monarch)

County to verify use of
plastic

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, tree
removal, or issuance of grading

or building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities,
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, or
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Implementation Time Frame / Monitoring

Responsibility Milestone Verification

Impact Mitigation Measures

» If monarch butterfly is listed, a survey protocol and federal permit
requirements for surveyors may be established, in which case, USFWS
would not permit these surveys for the project until such a time that
cannabis uses are legalized under federal law and federal incidental
take permitting may be pursued. In this case, if habitat suitable for
monarch is determined to be present on a site during the initial
biological survey (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a), before
commencing any new disturbance activities, a qualified biologist shall
conduct an additional habitat suitability study (in addition to the pre-
disturbance surveys) to determine whether: (1) the project site is
within the range of this species and (2) the project site contains the
microhabitat features suitable for this species (e.g., vegetation and
habitat type, host plant availability, food plant availability). Surveys to
determine host plant and food plant availability shall be conducted
during the typical bloom period for this species to increase the
chances of detecting the plants, if present.

= |f habitat suitable for monarch (if the species is listed under ESA at
the time of the survey) is present in a new disturbance area, the
habitat will be considered occupied, and because this species may
be listed under ESA, the applicant must avoid impacts by
implementing no-disturbance buffers or redesigning the project
until such time as federal permits, authorizations, and
procedures/protocols can be applied. If the project cannot be
redesigned to avoid all habitat suitable for this species and
potential edge effects, then the application shall be denied.

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting shall not be placed directly on the
ground.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued) Mitigation Measure 3.4-2k (DRH or UPC): Avoid Loss of Other Special-
Status Butterfly Species and Host Plants

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a) Applicant to submit Study required prior to UPC or
determines that Behren’s silverspot butterfly, Callippe silverspot habitat suitability study if |DRH approval.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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butterfly, or Myrtle’s silverspot butterfly are present or potentially
present on the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and

suppo

rting improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County

shall require the following standards through the design review approval
process for new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for
new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources

ZOnes:
» To

avoid impacts on Behren's silverspot butterfly, Callippe silverspot

butterfly, or Myrtle’s silverspot butterfly, depending on the species,
new disturbance related to cannabis activities shall not occur in
coastal prairie habitat, coastal scrub habitat, or coastal dune/hill

habitat, respectively. If these habitats can be avoided, no further
mitigation is required. If avoidance of these habitats is not feasible,

further mitigation would be required.

= Surveys for federally listed butterfly species, including Behren'’s

Silverspot Butterfly Minimum Qualifications Guidelines to be
Permitted for Presence/Absence Surveys for Adult Butterflies
(USFWS 2024d), require surveyors to have recovery permits for
these species pursuant to Section10(a)(1)(A) of ESA. Because of the
current federal legal status of cannabis activities, USFWS would
not permit these surveys for the project. Therefore, if habitat
suitable for federally listed butterflies is determined to be present
on a site during the initial biological survey (see Mitigation
Measure 3.4-1a), before commencing any new disturbance
activities, a qualified biologist shall conduct an additional habitat
suitability study to determine whether: (1) the project site is within
the limited range of any federally listed butterfly species and (2)
the project site contains the microhabitat features suitable for
these species (e.g., vegetation and habitat type, host plant
availability, food plant availability). Surveys to determine host
plant and food plant availability shall be conducted during the
typical bloom period for these species to increase the chances of
detecting the plants, if present.

If habitat for federally listed butterflies is determined not to be

present in a new disturbance area by the qualified biologist, a
special-status butterfly report (in addition to the biotic resources

coastal prairie habitat,
coastal scrub habitat, or
coastal dune/hill habitat
cannot be avoided

County to verify study,
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

County to verify
compliance or whether
compliance is not feasible
due to federal status (ESA
listed butterflies)

County to verify use of
plastic

Verifycompliance during the
permit process and prior to UPC
or DRH approval.

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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assessment [see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a]) shall be prepared by
the qualified biologist and submitted to the County for approval.

= |f habitat suitable for Behren's silverspot butterfly, Callippe
silverspot butterfly, or Myrtle's silverspot butterfly is present in a
new disturbance area, the habitat will be considered occupied,
and because these species are listed under ESA, the applicant
must avoid impacts by implementing no-disturbance buffers or
redesigning the project until such time as federal permits,
authorizations, and procedures/protocols can be applied. If the
project cannot be redesigned to avoid all habitat suitable for
these species and potential edge effects, then the application shall
be denied.

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting shall not be placed directly on the
ground.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2| (DRH or UPC): Conduct Pre-Disturbance
American Badger Survey and Establish Protective Buffers

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that American badger is present or potentially present on
the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and supporting
improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County shall require
the following standards through the design review approval process for
new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for new
cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources zones:

» Before the commencement of new disturbance activities, a qualified
wildlife biologist shall conduct surveys of the grassland or
disturbance on the site to identify any American badger
burrows/dens. These surveys shall be conducted no more than 30
days before the start of disturbance activities.

» If no occupied American badger burrows are found, further
mitigation is not required.

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities,
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities or
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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» If occupied American badger burrows are found, impacts on active
badger burrows shall be avoided through an exclusion zone around
all active dens, the size and shape of which shall be established by a
qualified biologist, in consultation with CDFW (but at least 100 feet).
Within the exclusion zone, all project activities shall be prohibited
until denning activities are complete or the den is abandoned. The
qualified biologist shall monitor each den once per week to track the
status of the den and to determine when it is no longer occupied.

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting shall not be placed directly on the
ground.

County to verify use of
plastic

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2m (DRH or UPC): Conduct Pre-Disturbance
Surveys for Ringtail and Implement Avoidance Measures

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that ringtail is present or potentially present on the
proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and supporting
improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County shall require
the following standards through the design review approval process for
new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for new
cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources zones:

» If all new disturbance (e.g., tree or shrub removal) is completed
outside of the ringtail maternity season (i.e., all disturbance is
conducted between July Tand April 14), then surveys for ringtails
would not be required.

» Before commencement of new disturbance (e.g., tree or shrub
removal) occurring during the ringtail maternity season (April 15
through June 30), a qualified wildlife biologist shall conduct pre-
disturbance surveys no more than 30 days before the start of
disturbance activities of all habitat suitable for ringtail on the site and
shall record sightings of individual ringtails, as well as potential dens.
No soil disturbance shall occur November 1through April 15,
consistent with Best Management Practices Cannabis Cultivation

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County if
initial ground disturbing
activities or vegetation
removal occur during
maternity season (April 15
through June 30)

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities,
vegetation removal, issuance of
grading or building permits
(whichever is first) for UPC or
DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities,
vegetation removal, or issuance
of grading or building permits
(whichever is first) for UPC or
DRH.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Impact Mitigation Measures - . Verification
P 9 Responsibility Milestone
(Sonoma County Department of Agriculture n.d.-a). No action is County to verify use of During project operation, verify
needed if disturbance occurs outside of the time periods described | plastic compliance with plastic use and
herein. maintenance requirements

» If no individuals or potential or occupied dens are found, further during annual inspections.

mitigation is not required.

» If ringtails are detected or if potential dens of this species are located,
an appropriate method shall be used by the qualified wildlife
biologist to confirm whether a ringtail is occupying the den. This may
involve use of remote field cameras, track plates, or hair snares.
Other devices, such as a fiber optic scope, may be used to determine
occupancy. If no ringtail occupies the potential den, the entrance
shall be temporarily blocked—after it has been fully inspected—so
that no other animals occupy the area during ground disturbance,
vegetation removal, or installation of cannabis site. The blockage
shall be removed after new disturbance activities, including
vegetation removal, grading, and construction have been completed.

» If adenis found to be occupied by a ringtail, a no-disturbance buffer
shall be placed around the occupied den location. The no-
disturbance buffer shall include the den tree (or other structure) plus
a buffer the size of which shall be determined by the biologist in
coordination with CDFW to prevent disturbance and abandonment
(but at least 250 feet). Disturbance activities in the no-disturbance
buffer shall be avoided until the den is unoccupied as determined by
a qualified wildlife biologist in coordination with CDFW.

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting shall not be placed directly on the
ground.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued) Mitigation Measure 3.4-2n (DRH or UPC): Conduct Pre-Disturbance
Special-Status Bat Surveys and Establish Protective Buffers

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that pallid bat, Townsend's big-eared bat, or western red bat

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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are present or potentially present on the proposed cannabis site
(including cannabis premises and supporting improvements outside of
the premises), Sonoma County shall require the following standards
through the design review approval process for new construction in
industrial and commercial zones and for new cannabis uses requiring a
use permit in agricultural and resources zones:

» Within 30 days of commencing any disturbance related to cannabis
activities, a qualified biologist shall conduct surveys for roosting bats.
If evidence of bat use is observed, the species and number of bats
using the roost shall be determined. Bat detectors may be used to
supplement survey efforts. If no evidence of bat roosts is found, then
no further mitigation is required.

» If pallid bats, Townsend's big-eared bats, or western red bats are
detected during the surveys, a program addressing mitigation for the
specific occurrence (including at a minimum, compensation,
exclusion methods, and roost removal procedures) shall be
submitted to CDFW by the qualified biologist subject to the review
and approval of CDFW. Implementation of the mitigation plan shall
be a condition of project approval. The mitigation plan shall establish
a buffer area around the roost during hibernation or while females in
maternity colonies are nursing young that is large enough to prevent
disturbance to the colonies (typically at least 250 feet).

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting shall not be placed directly on the
ground.

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

County to verify use of
plastic

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, tree
removal, issuance of grading or
building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, tree
removal, or issuance of grading

or building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-20 (DRH or UPC): Conduct Pre-Disturbance
Sonoma Tree Vole Surveys and Implement Avoidance Measures

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that Sonoma tree vole is present or potentially present on
the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and supporting
improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County shall require
the following standards through the design review approval process for

County to verify no old
growth tree removal

Verify compliance prior to tree
removal or issuance of grading
or building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring
Milestone

Verification

new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for new

cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources zones:

» To minimize the potential for loss of or disturbance to Sonoma tree
vole habitat and nests, removal of old-growth habitat shall be
prohibited, as outlined in Mitigation Measure 3.4-4 below.

» Before commencing any tree- or other vegetation-removal activities
or ground disturbance, and no more than 7 days before disturbance
activities commence, a qualified biologist shall conduct pre-
disturbance surveys for Sonoma tree vole nests (e.g., searching for
nests in in trees on the site and confirming that nests belong to voles
rather than squirrels or birds). If no evidence of Sonoma tree vole
nests is found, then no further mitigation for the species is required.

» If occupied trees or nests are identified within a minimum of 100 feet
of the site, the qualified biologist shall determine whether project

disturbance activities shall adversely affect the voles, based on factors

such as noise level of disturbance activities or line of sight between
the tree and the disturbance source. If it is determined that

disturbance activities would not affect the voles, then disturbance can

proceed without protective measures.

» [f the biologist determines that disturbance activities would likely
disturb Sonoma tree vole nests, a buffer shall be established, the size
of which shall be determined by the qualified biologist such that
disturbance of the nest would not occur (typically at least 100 feet).
No disturbance activities shall occur within the buffer until the nest is
determined to be inactive by a qualified biologist.

» Polyethylene plastic used for agricultural shade or crop structures
shall be properly fastened, maintained in good condition, and
regularly inspected for degradation from weather to prevent
introduction of plastic into the natural environment, including
waterways.

» Polyethylene plastic sheeting shall not be placed directly on the
ground.

Applicant to submit pre-
disturbance survey(s) and
notification to County

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements (if
any), and final report
compliance

County to verify use of
plastic

Survey(s) and notification to
County required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, tree
removal, issuance of grading or
building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, tree
removal, or issuance of grading

or building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Mitigation Measures

Implementation
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Time Frame / Monitoring
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Verification

Impact 3.4-2 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2p (ZPC, UPC, DHRY): Implement Mitigation

Measure 3.1-4b

» Mitigation Measure 3.1-4b: (ZPC, UPC, DRH): Implement New Light
and Glare Requirements

See above.

See above.

Impact 3.4-2 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2q (DRH or UPC): Implement Operational Noise
Reduction Measures for Northern Spotted Owl and Marbled Murrelet
If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that northern spotted owl or marbled murrelet habitat
occurs within 0.25 mile of a proposed cannabis premises, the applicant
shall demonstrate compliance (e.g., prepare a noise analysis) with the
following standards for all operational noise-generating activities
through the design review approval process for new construction in
industrial and commercial zones and for new cannabis uses requiring a
use permit in agricultural and resources zones. The noise analysis will
evaluate potential noise impacts from both regular operations and
cannabis events and will include details regarding when noise
monitoring would be required as well as the timing and frequency of

Applicant to submit noise
analysis

County to verify
compliance with noise
thresholds and final report

Study required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, tree
removal, issuance of grading or
building permits (whichever is
first) for UPC or DRH.

Verify compliance prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities, tree
removal, or issuance of grading
or building permits (whichever is

noise monitoring to ensure an operation meets the following standards. |compliance first) for UPC or DRH.
» Project-generated sound must not exceed ambient nesting
conditions (determined by a qualified biologist) by 20-25 A-weighted
decibels (dBA).
» Project-generated sound, when added to existing ambient
conditions, must not exceed 90 dBA.
Impact 3.4-4: Result in Disturbance | Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a (DRH or UPC): Conduct Biotic Resource See above. See above.
to or Loss of Sensitive Natural Assessment Consisting of Pre-Application Biological Surveys and
Communities, Riparian Habitat, Project-Level Analysis
Old-Growth Habitat, or Other
Sensitive Habitats
Impact 3.4-4 (continued) Mitigation Measure 3.4-1c (DRH or UPC): Implement Measures to Avoid |See above. See above.

Introduction or Spread of Invasive Plant and Wildlife Species

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Impact 3.4-4 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-4 (DRH or UPC): Identify, Avoid, and Protect
Sensitive Natural Communities, Riparian Habitat, Old-Growth Habitat, or
Other Sensitive Habitats or Provide Compensation

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that sensitive natural communities, riparian habitat, old-
growth habitat, or other sensitive habitats are present or potentially
present on the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and
supporting improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County
shall require the following standards through the design review approval
process for new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for
new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources
zones:

» The qualified biologist shall perform a protocol-level survey following
the CDFW Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special
Status Native Plant Populations and Sensitive Natural Communities
(current version dated March 20, 2018) of the site before the start of
new disturbance related to cannabis activities. Sensitive natural
communities shall be identified using the best means possible,
including keying them out using the most current edition of A
Manual of California Vegetation (including updated natural
communities data at http://vegetation.cnps.org/) or referring to
relevant reports (e.g., reports found on the VegCAMP website).

» All sensitive habitat areas identified in the biotic resources
assessment under Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a shall be flagged or
fenced with brightly visible construction flagging and/or fencing
under the direction of the qualified biologist before disturbance
activities begin, along with the appropriate buffer size. The buffer size
shall be determined by the qualified biologist (such that the sensitive
habitat is protected from direct and indirect impacts). In addition, no
vegetation removal shall occur in these areas. Foot traffic by project
personnel shall also be prohibited in these areas to prevent the
introduction of invasive or weedy species. Periodic inspections during
disturbance activities shall be conducted by the monitoring biologist
to maintain the integrity of exclusion fencing/flagging during
ground-disturbing activities.

» [f the biotic resource assessment report prepared under Mitigation
Measure 3.4-1a documents that site disturbance would affect the

Applicant to submit
protocol-level survey(s) for
sensitive natural
communities

County to verify survey(s),
additional requirements or
plans (if any), and final
report compliance

Survey(s) required prior to UPC
or DRH approval.

Verify survey compliance during
the permit process and prior to
UPC or DRH approval. Verify
exclusion fencing/flagging prior
to initial ground-disturbing
activities, tree removal, or
issuance of grading or building
permits (whichever is first) for
UPC or DRH.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring

Milestone Verification

bed, bank, channel, or associated riparian habitat subject to CDFW
jurisdiction under Fish and Game Code Section 1602, a Streambed
Alteration Notification shall be submitted to CDFW, pursuant to
section 1600 et seq. of the Fish and Game Code. If proposed activities
are determined to be subject to CDFW jurisdiction, the applicant shall
abide by the conditions of any executed agreement before any
ground disturbance.

Old-growth habitat identified shall be avoided. Applications
proposing to alter old-growth habitat shall be denied. “Old-growth
habitat alteration” is defined as any human caused tree removal,
change in canopy cover, removal of understory vegetation, or impact
to the root systems of a tree within old-growth habitat that occurs as
a result of disturbance activities, direct or indirect.

In consultation with the County and CDFW, applicants shall
compensate for permanent loss of riparian habitat at a minimum of a
2:1 ratio through contributions to a CDFW-approved wetland
mitigation bank or through the development and implementation of
a Compensatory Stream and Riparian Mitigation and Monitoring Plan
for creating or restoring in-kind habitat in the surrounding area. If
mitigation credits are not available, stream and riparian habitat
compensation shall include establishment of riparian vegetation on
currently unvegetated bank portions of streams affected by the
project and enhancement of riparian habitat through removal of
nonnative species, where appropriate, and planting of additional
native riparian plants to increase the cover, continuity, and width of
the riparian corridor along streams in the site and surrounding areas.

The Compensatory Stream and Riparian Mitigation and Monitoring
Plan shall identify:

= compensatory mitigation sites and criteria for selecting these
mitigation sites;

= in-kind reference habitats for comparison with compensatory
riparian habitats (using performance and success criteria) to
document success;

= monitoring protocal, including schedule and annual sensitive
habitat report requirements (compensatory habitat shall be
monitored for a minimum of 5 years from completion of

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis

40

Sonoma County
Cannabis Program Update Draft EIR



Ascent

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: EXHIBIT 3-H

Impact

Mitigation Measures

Implementation
Responsibility

Time Frame / Monitoring
Milestone

Verification

mitigation, or human intervention [including recontouring and
grading], or until the success criteria identified in the approved
mitigation plan have been met, whichever is longer);

» ecological performance standards, based on the best available
science and including specifications for native riparian plant
densities, species composition, amount of dead woody vegetation
gaps and bare ground, and survivorship; at a minimum,
compensatory mitigation planting sites must achieve 80-percent
survival of planted riparian trees and shrubs by the end of the 5-
year maintenance and monitoring period, or dead and dying trees
shall be replaced and monitoring continued until 80-percent
survivorship is achieved;

= corrective measures if performance standards are not met;

= responsible parties for monitoring and preparing sensitive habitat
reports; and

= responsible parties for receiving and reviewing sensitive habitat
reports and for verifying success or prescribing implementation or
corrective actions.

Impact 3.4-5: Result in Disturbance
to or Loss of State or Federally
Protected Wetlands and Other
Waters

Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a (DRH or UPC): Conduct Biotic Resource
Assessment Consisting of Pre-Application Biological Surveys and
Project-Level Analysis

See above.

See above.

Impact 3.4-5 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-1c (DRH or UPC): Implement Measures to Avoid
Introduction or Spread of Invasive Plant and Wildlife Species

See above.

See above.

Impact 3.4-5 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-5 (DRH or UPC): Identify State or Federally
Protected Wetlands and Other Waters and Avoid These Features

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that state and federally protected wetlands or other waters
are present or potentially present on the project site, Sonoma County
shall require the following standards through the design review approval
process for new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for
new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources
zones:

» The application shall include a summary of sensitive resources,
including wetlands, streams, and rivers, that were identified during

Applicant to submit
wetland delineation, if
required

County to verify study,
additional requirements (if

Study required and prior to UPC
or DRH approval.

Verify study, additional
requirements (if any), and final
report compliance during the

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Milestone
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the biotic resource assessment survey conducted under Mitigation
Measure 3.4-1a. State and federally protected wetlands or other
waters are of special concern to resource agencies and are afforded
specific consideration, based on Section 404 and Section 401 of the
CWA, the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, and other
applicable regulations.

» If the biotic resource assessment report documents that state or
federally protected wetlands or other waters are present, a
delineation of these resources shall be prepared by a qualified
biologist. The delineation shall be submitted to the County and the
RWQCB.

If, based on the delineation, it is determined that fill of any state or
federally protected wetlands would result from implementation of
the project, then the applicant shall modify the proposed project to
avoid these resources by providing a buffer of at least 100 feet
around these features. Depending on site features, a buffer of
greater than 100 feet may be required. Buffer size shall be
determined in consultation with CDFW and RWQCB.

» If the project cannot be redesigned to avoid all federally protected
wetlands and other waters, then the application shall be denied.

any), and final report
compliance

County to verify
compliance or whether
compliance is not feasible
due to federal status
(federally protected
wetlands)

permit process and prior to UPC
or DRH approval.

Impact 3.4-6: Interfere with
Resident or Migratory Wildlife
Corridors or Native Wildlife
Nursery Sites

Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a (DRH or UPC): Conduct Biotic Resource
Assessment Consisting of Pre-Application Biological Surveys and
Project-Level Analysis

See above.

See above

Impact 3.4-6 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-4 (DRH or UPC): Identify, Avoid, and Protect
Sensitive Natural Communities, Riparian Habitat, and Old-Growth
Habitat, or Other Sensitive Habitats or Provide Compensation

See above.

See above

Impact 3.4-6 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-5 (DRH or UPC): Identify State or Federally
Protected Wetlands and Other Waters and Avoid These Features

See above.

See above

Impact 3.4-6 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-6a (ZPC): Utilize Wildlife-Friendly Building and
Fencing Designs

Add the following standard to Section 26-18-115 (C)(4)(h):
Wildlife-friendly fencing designs shall be incorporated into projects
located within a Habitat Connectivity Corridor mapped by the Sonoma
County General Plan or a priority wildlife habitat or movement area

County to verify fencing
compliance with standards

Verify compliance during the
permit process and prior to ZPC
approval.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Time Frame / Monitoring
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mapped by the Sonoma County Ag + Open Space Vital Lands Initiative,
or Conservation Lands Network. This design shall be based on the
following standards:

» To avoid impacts on wildlife, monofilament plastic netting, which is
commonly used as trellising on cannabis plants, shall be taken down
immediately after plants are harvested and disposed of properly.

= Fencing associated with the Program update including processing
and ancillary activities will utilize wildlife-friendly fencing designed
to minimize the risk of entanglement, entrapment, or impalement
of wildlife. The fencing design shall meet the minimum following
standards:

® Minimize the chance of wildlife entanglement by not using
barbed wire, loose or broken wires, or any material that could
impale, snag, or entrap a leaping animal (e.g., wrought iron
fencing with spikes).

® Allow wildlife to jump over easily without injury. Typically,
fences should be no more than 40 inches high on flat ground
to allow adult deer to jump over. If fencing is required to be
greater than 40 inches high for security or logistical purposes,
then the fencing shall be high enough to deter wildlife from
attempting to jump over (i.e,, greater than 8 feet tall).

® Hollow posts and pipes shall be capped, and metal fence
stakes used in the project shall be plugged with bolts or other
plugging materials.

o Allow smaller wildlife to pass under easily without injury or
entrapment by ensuring that fencing material is not installed
directly touching the earth.

County to verify use of
plastic

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Impact 3.4-6 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-6b (DRH and UPC): Review Mapping and
Analyze Landscape Impacts for Approval

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that the proposed project site is located within a Habitat
Connectivity Corridor mapped by the Sonoma County General Plan or a
priority wildlife habitat or movement area mapped by the Sonoma
County Ag + Open Space Vital Lands Initiative, or Conservation Lands
Network, Sonoma County shall require the following standards through

County to review
compliance

Verify compliance during the
permit process and prior to UPC
or DRH approval.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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the design review approval process for new construction in industrial
and commercial zones and for new cannabis uses requiring a use permit
in agricultural and resources zones:

» If significant effects related to interference with wildlife corridors are
identified as part of the biotic resources assessment required by
Mitigation Measures 3.4-1a, and consultation with CDFW has been
conducted, additional mitigation will be required for project
approval. At a minimum, additional mitigation may include the
following measures such that CDFW would be satisfied that impacts
on wildlife movement would be less than significant:

= Redesigning the project to allow the corridor to continue to
function,

= Building design or lighting measures,
= On-site habitat restoration, or

= Compensatory mitigation.

Impact 3.4-6 (continued)

Mitigation Measure 3.4-6¢ (DRH or UPC): Utilize Wildlife-Friendly
Building and Fencing Designs

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that wildlife habitat and movement occurs or potentially
occurs on the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and
supporting improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County
shall require the following standards through the design review approval
process for new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for
new cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources
zones:

» To avoid impacts on wildlife, monofilament plastic netting, which is
commonly used as trellising on cannabis plants, shall be taken down
immediately after plants are harvested and disposed of properly.

» Buildings and other permanent structures in the Program Area that
would be constructed under the Program update, including for
processing and ancillary activities shall be designed to minimize
impacts on wildlife, including disruption to wildlife movement, bird
strikes, and wildlife entanglement.

» Building design shall utilize guidelines regarding building height,
materials, external lighting, and landscaping provided in the

County to verify building
and fencing compliance
with standards

County to verify use of
plastic

Verify compliance during the
permit process and prior to UPC
or DRH approval.

During project operation, verify
compliance with plastic use and
maintenance requirements
during annual inspections.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Responsibility Milestone Verification

Impact Mitigation Measures

American Bird Conservancy's Bird-Friendly Building Design (American
Bird Conservancy 2015). The County shall require review of the
conceptual design plans by a qualified biologist to determine
whether the plans are sufficient to reduce the likelihood of bird
strikes or recommend additional measures.

» Fencing associated with the Program update, including for cultivation
sites or around buildings for processing and ancillary activities will
utilize wildlife-friendly fencing designed to minimize the risk of
entanglement, entrapment, or impalement of wildlife. The County
shall require the review of fencing design by a qualified biologist
prior to installation. The fencing design shall meet, but not be limited,
to the following standards:

» Minimize the chance of wildlife entanglement by not using barbed
wire, loose or broken wires, or any material that could impale, snag,
or entrap a leaping animal (e.g., wrought iron fencing with spikes).

» Allow wildlife to jump over easily without injury. Typically, fences
should be no more than 40 inches high on flat ground to allow adult
deer to jump over. The determination of appropriate fence height
will consider slope because steep slopes are more difficult for wildlife
to pass. If fencing is required to be greater than 40 inches high for
security or logistical purposes, then the fencing shall be high enough
to deter wildlife from attempting to jump over (i.e., greater than 8
feet tall).

» Hollow posts and pipes shall be capped, and metal fence stakes used
in the project shall be plugged with bolts or other plugging materials.

» Allow smaller wildlife to pass under easily without injury or
entrapment by ensuring that fencing material is not installed directly
touching the earth.

Impact 3.4-6 (continued) Mitigation Measure 3.4-6d (DRH or UPC): Retain Wildlife Nursery
Habitat and Implement Buffers to Avoid Wildlife Nursey Sites

If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that wildlife nursery habitat is present or potentially present on | Applicant to submit pre- | Survey(s) and notification to
the proposed cannabis site (including cannabis premises and supporting | disturbance survey(s) and | County required prior to initial
improvements outside of the premises), Sonoma County shall require | notification to County ground-disturbing activities or
the following standards through the design review approval process for issuance of grading or building

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Implementation Time Frame / Monitoring

Impact Mitigation Measures - . Verification
P 9 Responsibility Milestone
new construction in industrial and commercial zones and for new permits (whichever is first) for
cannabis uses requiring a use permit in agricultural and resources zones: UPC or DRH.

» A qualified biologist shall conduct a pre-disturbance survey no more
than 14 days prior to disturbance activities to identify the important . . ' 4 o
habitat features of the wildlife nursery and, prior to commencement | ounty to verify survey(s), | Verify compliance prior to initial

of disturbance activities (e.g., ground disturbance, vegetation additional survey ground-disturbing activities, or
removal, staging), shall mark these features for avoidance and requirements (if any), and  |issuance of grading or building
retention during project construction and operation to maintain the final report compliance | permits (whichever is first) for
function of the nursery habitat. UPC or DRH.

» A no-disturbance buffer shall be established around the nursery site
if disturbance activities are required while the nursery site is
active/occupied. The appropriate size and shape of the buffer shall
be determined by a qualified biologist based on potential effects of
project-related habitat disturbance, noise, visual disturbance, and
other factors but shall typically be a minimum of 100 feet. No project
activity shall commence within the buffer area until a qualified
biologist confirms that the nursery site is no longer active/occupied.
Monitoring of the effectiveness of the no-disturbance buffer around
the nursery site by a qualified biologist during disturbance activities
may be required. If disturbance activities cause agitated behavior of
the individual(s), as observed during monitoring, the buffer distance
shall be increased or disturbance activities modified until the agitated
behavior stops. The qualified biologist shall have the authority to
stop any disturbance activities that could result in potential adverse
effects on wildlife nursery sites.

Impact 3.4-8: Conflict with Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a (DRH or UPC): Conduct Biotic Resource See above. See above.
Provisions of an Adopted Habitat | Assessment Consisting of Pre-Application Surveys and Project-Level
Conservation Plan, Natural Analysis

Community Conservation Plan, or
Other Approved Local, Regional, or
State Habitat Conservation Plan

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Responsibility Milestone Verification

Impact Mitigation Measures

Impact 3.4-8 (continued) Mitigation Measure 3.4-1b (DRH or UPC): Conduct Special-Status Plant | See above. See above.
Surveys and Implement Avoidance Measures and Mitigation

Impact 3.4-8 (continued) Mitigation Measure 3.4-2a (DRH or UPC): Conduct Pre-Disturbance See above. See above.
Surveys for Special-Status Amphibians and Implement Avoidance
Measures

Impact 3.4-8 (continued) Mitigation Measure 3.4-8 (DRH or UPC): Limit New Disturbance
Activities in the Santa Rosa Plain Conservation Strategy Plan Area
If the biotic resources assessment (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a)
determines that California tiger salamander or Conservation Strategy County to verify Verify compliance during the
special-status plants are present, potentially present on the proposed | compliance permit process and prior to ZPC,
cannabis site (including cannabis premises and supporting UPC or DRH approval.
improvements outside of the premises), or the project site is within the
Conservation Strategy plan boundary, the following shall apply:

» If a new disturbance area is within the Santa Rosa Plain Conservation
Strategy plan area and is specifically located within 1.3 miles of
known California tiger salamander breeding or in an area with
potential for California tiger salamander presence, as defined in the
Conservation Strategy, the project shall be redesigned such that all
new disturbance activities which include construction, installation of
temporary event facilities such as tents or other activities that could
involve trampling, grading, vegetation removal, and other ground
disturbance activities, would occur outside of these designations. If
the project cannot be redesigned to avoid these designations (e.g.,
the applicant’s parcels are completely within the designations), then
the application will be denied, and cannabis activities will not be
permitted on the site. These prohibitions shall apply until such a time
that cannabis uses are legalized under federal law and federal
incidental take permitting through participation in the Conservation
Strategy may be pursued.

Cultural Resources

Impact 3.5-1: Cause a Substantial | Mitigation Measure 3.5-1 (UPC and DRH): Implement Additional
Adverse Change in the Significance | Measures to Protect Historical Resources

of a Historical Resource Sonoma County shall require the following mitigation measures for Applicant to submit study |Study required and prior to UPC
cannabis project applications subject to a use permit or design review or DRH approval.

hearing.

Notes: ZPC: Zoning Permit for Cannabis; DRH: Design Review with Hearing; UPC: Use Permit for cannabis
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Responsibility Milestone Verification

Impact Mitigation Measures

» For all historic-age (over 45-years in age) buildings and structures, [ County to verify study,
projects involving interior alterations, the addition of rooftop solar, or | additional requirements (if | Verify during the permit process
routine maintenance work, do not need evaluation of eligibility by an |any), and final report and prior to UPC or DRH
architectural historian. compliance approval.

» Applicants shall identify and evaluate all historic-age (over 45-years
in age) buildings and stru