
South Santa Rosa Specific Plan - Draft Preferred Alternative (summary) 

The South Santa Rosa Specific Plan Preferred Alternative presents a long-term vision for 

guiding growth within approximately 1,900 acres of South Santa Rosa through 2050, 

consistent with the City's General Plan 2050. The plan seeks to accommodate new 

housing, employment, parks, t ransportation improvements, and infrastructure while 

preserving community character, protecting industrial employment areas, and addressing 

equity concerns. Developed through extensive technical analysis and public engagement , 

the Preferred Alternat ive combines the most supported elements of three previously 

evaluated land use alternat ives and incorporat es anti-displacement strat egies, 

preservation of affordable housing, and coordinated planning for future City and County 

development . 

The Preferred Alternat ive focuses higher-density residential and m ixed-use development 

along Santa Rosa Avenue and around the Santa Rosa Marketplace, creat ing a pedestrian­

oriented corridor with neighborhood-serving retail, new housing, and improved transit 

access. Lower-density neighborhoods are maintained in the eastern portion of the planning 

area, while industrial uses west of the SMART corridor are preserved. The plan also 

emphasizes enhanced connectivity t hrough a proposed Highway 101 crossing at Bellevue 

Avenue, new local street connections, expanded bicycle and pedestrian facilities, creek 

greenways, and distributed neighborhood parks. Importantly, the Preferred Alternative 

responds to community feedback by avoiding additional residential density in the 

Moorland neighborhood while still investing in neighborhood improvements and 

commercial services. 

At full build out, the Preferred Alternative would accommodate approximately 6,300 new 

housing units, increasing the Planning Area population from roughly 11,500 to 26,300 

residents, along with nearly 2.9 million square feet of new non-residential development. 

The plan also proposes approximately 96 acres of new parkland, exceeding the City's 

parkland standard through a combination of new community and neighborhood parks, trail 

corridors, and a potential partnership wit h Sonoma Water. The Preferred Alternative will 

serve as the foundation for preparing the complete Specific Plan, including detailed 

policies, infrastructure and transportation analyses, environmental review, continued 

public outreach, and eventual Planning Commission and City Council consideration. 

See below for the maps that display t he vision associated wit h t he Preferred Alternative. 
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