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Fire Season Outlook
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Fuels/Fire Danger
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CAL Fire Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit
Current Staffing Update 
• Peak staffing in place (March–

December)
• 31 fire engines (14 assigned to 

Sonoma County)
• 6 bulldozers
• 9 hand crews (8 CDCR, 1 CAL 

FIRE Firefighter)
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CAL Fire Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit
Aviation Resources (Initial Attack)
• Sonoma Air Attack Base (SAAB)

• 2 S-2 Airtankers
• 1 OV-10 Air Attack platform

• Boggs Mountain Helitack Base
• S-70i Fire Hawk

• C-130 Airtanker Program
Exclusive Use Aircraft (Beginning June 1)
• CH-47 Chinook – Napa Airport
• 2 - UH-60 Blackhawks

• 1 @ Sonoma Air Attack Base
• 1 @ Gnoss Field (Marin County Fire Dept)
• 1,000-gallon capacity each
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CAL Fire Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit
CAL FIRE is undergoing one of the most significant transformations in 
its history:
• Transition to a traditional staffing model (Captain, Engineer, 

Firefighter)
• Expansion to permanent, year-round staffing

• 10 permanent engines added this winter
• Increased capacity for fuels reduction and prescribed fire 

operations
• To support this effort, LNU has established:
• Deputy Chief of Community Risk Reduction – Ryan Isham

• Focused on advancing wildfire resilience, fuels management, 
and community protection
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Red Flag Warning & Particularly Dangerous Situation (PDS)
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Preparedness - County Fire Agencies

• Operational Area Fire Coordinator 
• Cal OES upstaffing
• Resource coordination with adjoining county 

operational area coordinators
• REDCOM Fire Duty Officer
• Weekly planning conference call
• Special resources

• Sonoma County Fire District – Sonoma County 1
• Fire Integrated Real-Time Intelligence System Plane (FIRIS)
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Disaster Service Worker (DSW)- Department of Emergency 
Management

• County EOC/DSW Training:
• Core EOC training
• Tabletop Exercises
• Lunch-n-Learns
• Functional Exercise (May)
• Temporary Evacuation Points (TEPs)
• Mass Care & Shelter Training
• Countywide DSW Awareness Training

• Operational Area Partners Training (EOC)
• Operational Area Partners Meeting (May) 
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Duty Officer Program- Department of Emergency 
Management

• 24/7/365
• County government's "first response"
• Coordinate County resources
• Support field operations

• Fire Camera System
• OA Calls
• Pre-Event
• No Notice Events 
• Unified Evacuation Team (UET)
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Public Information Response 

• SoCoEmergency.org Updating
• Evacuation Zone Map Updating 
• Social Media 
• 2-1-1 Coordination 
• Joint Information Center (JIC)
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Alert & Warning Platforms

• Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA)

• SoCoAlert

• Emergency Alert System (EAS)

• NOAA Weather Radio (NWR)
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Community Preparedness - Department of Emergency 
Management
•  Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
• Wildfire & Earthquake Preparedness Event 
• Community Evacuation Exercises
• Alert & Warning Exercise
• Social Media
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Ag Access Verification Program Update
Applications received: 959 (April 21, 2026)
Total staff hours in program work October 2022 through April 16, 2026: 652.7 hrs. 

 Issued: 567
• 171 or 30% were issued to an Owner*
• 396 or 70% were issued to an Employee
• 70 or 12% of total issued cards are for Livestock Producers
• 431 or 76% of total issued cards are for Plant Agricultural Producers
• 66 or 12% of total issued cards are for both Livestock and Plant Agricultural Producers

 Pending: 52
Of the 52 pending applications:

• 47 approved by AWM; sent to Sheriff’s Office for issuance
• 5 pending AWM appointment to verify eligibility

  Canceled: 316
Of the 316 canceled applications:

• 285 canceled due to additional information requested by AWM not being received
• 20 canceled due to duplicate approved applications
• 11 failed e-signature verification

 Denied: 24
Of the 24 denied applications:

• 14 denied due to duplicate application
• 10 denied due to incomplete application
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Questions/Discussion
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