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Requested Board Actions
• Adopt Resolutions (5) overruling objections, adopting a report on 

charges for sewage services, modifications to rate structures and 
confirming charges for 1) Sonoma County Water Agency Sanitation 
Zones Airport-Larkfield-Wikiup, Geyserville, Penngrove, and Sea 
Ranch; and County Sanitation Districts 2) Occidental, 3) Russian River, 
4) South Park, and 5) Sonoma Valley.

• Adopt Ordinances setting sewer service charges, on behalf of Sonoma 
County Water Agency Sanitation Zones calling for collection on the tax 
roll for all Zones, and remaining in effect until modified by the Board, 
and making findings and determination of exemption pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality Act.

• Adopt Ordinances for the County Sanitation Districts setting sewer 
service charges, revising rate structures and calling for collection on the 
tax roll, and remaining in effect until modified by the Board, and making 
findings and determination of exemption pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act.



Business Model
• Long-Term Financial Plans set target rates for next 5+ years 
• Capital Investments Goal - Reinvest at rate of depreciation
• Use rate increases above CPI for capital investments 
• Keep routine operations and maintenance expenses at CPI



Average Sanitation Rate Increase

5.0%
4.3%

3.9%3.6% 3.9%
4.4% 4.3% 4.4% 4.4%

3.8%

3.0%
3.5%
4.0%
4.5%
5.0%
5.5%
6.0%
6.5%
7.0%



FY 2021/2022 Proposed Rate Increases

Note: FY 21-22 Amount = Annual Charge per Equivalent Single Family 
Dwelling and Dollar Increase over FY 20-21.

Zone Airport, Larkfield, 
Wikiup Geyserville Penngrove Sea Ranch

Percent 
Increase 3.9% 4.0% 3.9% 3.5%

FY 21-22 
Amount $1,058 $40 $1,204 $46 $1,692 $64 $1,286 $44

District Occidental Russian River Sonoma Valley South Park

Percent 
Increase 4.0% 4.0% 3.5% 3.6%

FY 21-22 
Amount $2,604 $100 $1,774 $68 $1,132 $38 $1,074 $37



Annual  Charges for Sewer Service - 2021
Based on 200 Gallons per Day per Equivalent Single Family Dwelling
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Rate Calculation – Sanitation Zones
Zone Airport-Larkfield-

Wikiup Geyserville Penngrove Sea Ranch

Rate Increase 3.9% 4.0% 3.9% 3.5%
Operating 
Revenue 5,163,000 993,000 1,078,000 762,000 

Operating 
Expenses 4,363,000 820,000 973,000 762,000 

Net Revenue 800,000 173,000 105,000 0 
Grants/Loans 0 0 0 0
FY21-22 Capital 
Improvements 563,000 25,000 198,000 180,000 

FY23-26 
Projects

2,285,000 270,000 120,000 2,570,000 

Replace Main Electrical 
Breaker & Filter 
Modules, Sludge 
Removal, Plant & 

Piping Improvements, 
EQ Basin

Sludge 
Removal

Future 
Capital 

Projects

Plant 
Improvements, 
Influent Creek 
Crossing, Lift 

Station Auxiliary 
Power



Rate Calculation – Sanitation Districts
District Occidental Russian River Sonoma Valley South Park

Rate Increase 4.0% 4.0% 3.5% 3.5%
Operating 
Revenue 1,618,000 6,144,000 17,647,000 4,398,000 

Operating 
Expenses 1,200,000 5,082,000 10,402,000 2,737,000 

Net Revenue 418,000 1,062,000 7,245,000 1,661,000 
Grants/Loans 0 225,000 12,128,000 0
FY21-22 Capital 
Improvements 460,000 810,000 10,192,000 705,000 

FY23-26 
Projects

1,355,000 12,461,000 28,369,000 13,480,000 

Replace Force 
Main, 

Automation 
Project, 
Hauling, 

Occidental -
Graton Pipeline

Force Main, 
Headworks, Lift 

Stations, 
Underground Tank, 

Electrical 
Resiliency Project, 
UV System Retrofit

Replace Trunk 
Mains, Pumping & 
Piping Upgrades, 
Recycled Water 

Line Replacement, 
Hazard Mitigation

Santa Rose 
Ave Collection 

System 
Replacement 

Transfer to 
City of Santa 

Rosa



• Airport - Main Electrical Breaker and 
Filter Modules, Sludge Removal

• Geyserville – Percolation Pond 
Drainage, Aerator Installation

• Penngrove - Lift Station Flood Resiliency 
Project (FEMA grant)

• Sea Ranch – Lift Station Control Panel 
Replacement

• Occidental - Hauling Wastewater to 
Airport Treatment Plant, Pipeline 
Feasibility Study

• Russian River – Headworks, Lift 
Station/Force Main Project (State 
grant), Clarifier Seismic Retrofit (FEMA 
grant)

• Sonoma Valley – Sewer Trunk Main 
Replacements, Headworks Project, 
Pumping/Piping Upgrades

• South Park - Multi-year Transition of 
O&M to City of Santa Rosa

FY 2021-2022 
Sanitation Highlights



Public 
Outreach

• Tours of 
sanitation 
facilities on 
hold due to 
Pandemic

• Annual
Prop. 218 
Newsletters



Public Outreach





Water Use Efficiency Rebates

Efficiency Upgrades 
for Low-Income 

Residents



Total Protest Returns

Range
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Proposition 218 Protest Data
By Percentage
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Requested Board Actions
• Adopt Resolutions (5) overruling objections, adopting a report on 

charges for sewage services, modifications to rate structures and 
confirming charges for 1) Sonoma County Water Agency Sanitation 
Zones Airport-Larkfield-Wikiup, Geyserville, Penngrove, and Sea 
Ranch; and County Sanitation Districts 2) Occidental, 3) Russian River, 
4) South Park, and 5) Sonoma Valley.

• Adopt Ordinances setting sewer service charges, on behalf of Sonoma 
County Water Agency Sanitation Zones calling for collection on the tax 
roll for all Zones, and remaining in effect until modified by the Board, 
and making findings and determination of exemption pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality Act.

• Adopt Ordinances for the County Sanitation Districts setting sewer 
service charges, revising rate structures and calling for collection on the 
tax roll, and remaining in effect until modified by the Board, and making 
findings and determination of exemption pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act.
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