
COUNTY OF SONOMA 

SUMMARY REPORT 

575 ADMINISTRATION 
DRIVE, ROOM 102A 

SANTA ROSA, CA 95403 

Agenda Date: 6/3/2025 

To: Board of Supervisors 
Department or Agency Name(s): Sonoma County Public Infrastructure 
Staff Name and Phone Number: Johannes J. Hoevertsz, SPI, 707-565-2550 
Vote Requirement: Majority 
Supervisorial District(s): Second 

Title: 
..Title 

License Ag reement for 403 Mecha m Road, Peta luma 
..End 

Recommended Action: 
..Recommended action 

A) Authori ze the Clerk of the Boa rd to post a noti ce, decl ari ng the Boa rd’s inten t to e nte r into the 
proposed License Agreement with Licensee; and 

B) Authori ze the Sono ma County Publi c Infra structure Di r e ctor to execute a Li cense Ag reement with 
Joseph P . Ca m ozzi (L i c e nsee), f or use of Coun ty property com pris e d of a ppr oxi mately 1 23 a cr e s, to 
c on du ct gra zing operati ons for the term of three ye a rs, wi th two (2) one (1 ) yea r o pti ona l e xte nsi on s a t 
no cha rge; and 

C) M a ke a fi nding th a t no competi tive bi dding is re quired as the County i s receiving value in-ki nd of l e ss 
than $10,000 per month, a s the Licensee wi ll provide vegetation mana ge m e nt a nd ma intena nce of the 
cattle lane a nd fencing on the Premises , a nd the term of the proposed Ag reement will not exceed 10 
yea r s . 

(Sec on d Di s tric t) 
..end 

Executive Summary: 
The County owns certai n property loca ted a t 403 Mecha m Road, comprised of a 134.79-acre former ranch.   
The property was purchased in 1999 as a landfill buffer as it is situated across from the Central Disposal Site. 
Of this property, 3.14 a cres are li censed to Sonoma Count y Wildlife Rescue, which operates a wildlife rescue 
and rehabilitation facility; and approximately 200 square feet is leased to Crown Castle International 
Cor por a ti on for tel e communic a ti on s. 

Under the proposed Revoca ble Li ce nse Ag reement with Joseph P. Camozzi, the Licensee will be all owed to 
gra ze cattle on a pp rox i mate l y 123 a cre s a t no c ost, f or a term of three ye a rs, wi th two opti ons to e xten d the 
agreement, each for one year.   Licensee’s grazing services provide valuable vegetation management, such as 
reduci ng weeds, preventing excessive f uel bui l dup, and mai ntaining short-grass conditions, while furthering 
th e C ou nty’s h a bi tat c on se r va ti on g oal s for th e miti ga ti on b an k projec t. T he Li ce nsee will also be responsible 
f or repair a nd ma intenance of the ca ttl e l ane a nd fencing on the property.   



Discussion: 
The County owns and manages property at 403 M echam Road, Pe tal uma , a f ormer ranch, l ocate d in a rura l 
area of Sonoma C ounty, situa te d north o f P e taluma and southw e st of Cota ti , d i rec tly a c r oss M echam Roa d 
f rom th e County’s C en tral Dispos a l Si te. T h e County ac quired the property in mid-1999 for the purpose of 
landfill buffer. The land is an irregularly shaped, 134.79-acre parcel with topography ranging from moderately 
rol li ng to modera te-to -steep sl ope . (Plea se s e e map, Atta chmen t 1.)   Two p orti on s of the pr operty a re 
currently oc cupied: one by Sonoma Cou nty W ildlife Rescue’s facil ity and the other through a cell ular lease 
with Crown Castle International Corporation.   T he remaining acreage has historically been licensed to Joseph 
P. Camozzi for cattle grazing.   That License ag reement’s initial term, ef fective December 2019, wa s one-yea r 
w i th four op tiona l on e -yea r extensions, all of which were executed.   The Agreement expired in Dec ember 
2024 and all cattle were removed from the premises.    

Mitigation Bank. So noma County Publi c Infrastructure i s curre ntl y i n the process of developing a mitig ati on 
ba nk on the g razed por tions of thi s property, w hich reli es on g r a zed la ndscape s to m a intai n sui ta bl e habi ta t, 
incl udi ng e phe meral ponds f or species such a s the California tiger salamander. 

By managing vegetation through grazing rather than mechanical or chemical methods, the County: 

o Reduces Invasi ve Species: Ca ttl e selectively graze on weeds and non-native grasses, slowing their 
spr e a d. 

o Mitigates Fire Risk: Lower grass heights and biomass diminish the potential fuel load in a fire -prone 
region. 

o Maintains Short-Grass Conditi ons: These condi ti ons a r e esse nti al for supporti ng ephe m e r al ponds a nd 
upland foraging areas critical to amphibians, including the California tiger salamander. 

o Saves Publ ic Resources: T he County a voids incurri ng costs for contra cte d weed a ba tement, whic h 
would otherwise require machi nery or herbicides. 

o Meets Ecological Goals: Sustainable grazing fosters healthier grasslands and helps fulfill regulatory 
requirements for wetland and habitat conservation within the mitigation bank. 

Proposed license.   T he proposed License Ag r e e m e nt (“Ag r e ement”) cove rs s pec i fied porti ons of the land and 
compri ses approxima tely 123 acres, e xcluding certain areas within that acreage   utilized for the Sonoma 
County Wildlife Rescue facility and cellular site. The pr oposed Ag reement is non-exclusive, allowing the County
to ac ces s a nd u s e the l and f or e nvi r on m enta l proj ects or other ne e ds , w i th the op tion f or e i the r party to 
terminate on 60 da ys’ notice. No rent on the l and would be charged to Licensee; i nstead, the Licensee’s 
vegetation management (grazing with up to 60 cattle) will reduce invasive species, mitigate fire risk, and 
maintain the s hor t-gra ss cond i tions vital to a s uc cessful m i tiga ti on b a nk. By c ontrol li ng the growth a nd den si ty 
of non-na tive plants, grazing improves the overall quality of seasonal wetland habitats for amphibians such as 
the Ca l ifornia tiger salamander, w hich requi r e open, lightl y veg e tated breeding ponds and upl and f ora ging 

 



areas. This sustainable approach also reduces reliance on chemical herbicides and mechanical mowing, while 
fostering healthier grasslands that meet both ecological and regulatory goals for the County’s mitigation bank. 

Se cti on 25537 of the G overnme nt Code al l ows the C ou nty to en te r i nto the l icen se a greement wi th the 
Licensee, provided the Board makes the findi ng tha t the estimated monthl y rental shal l not exceed $10,000, 
and the term of the Agreement shall not exceed 10 years.   According to the terms of the Agreement, Licensee 
shall provide in-ki nd se rvices that shall not exceed $10,000 per month i n l ieu of rent. Licensee’s in-k i nd 
services shall reduce invasive species, mitigate fire risk, and mai ntain the short-grass conditi ons vi tal to a 
successful mitigation bank, improving the quality of seasonal wetland habitats for species such as the 
Ca lifornia tiger salamander, and others.   Furthermore, the County has not ide nti f ied an alternative use f or the 
Premises during the term of the proposed Agreement with the Li censee. 

Staff r ecom m e nd s the Boa r d a u thorize th e Cl e r k of the Board to post a noti c e , d e cla ring th e Board’s i nte nt to 
enter i nto the proposed Ag reement a nd a uthori ze the Sonoma Coun ty Pu bli c Infras tru cture Director to 
execute the Agreement. 

Strategic Plan: 
Thi s i tem di rectly supports the County’s Fi ve-year Strategic Plan and is aligned with the following pillar, goal, 
and objective. 

Pillar: Climate Action and Resiliency 
Goal: Goal 5: Maximize opportunities for mitigation of climate change and adaptation through land 
conse r va ti on work and land us e polici es 
Objective: Objective 1: Align the Board of Supervisor’s strategic priorities, policy, and operational goals with 
f undi ng a nd resources. 

Racial Equity: 

Was this item identified as an opportunity to apply the Racial Equity Toolkit? 
No 

Prior Board Actions: 
11/12/2019 – Adopted a n ordina nce a mending Chapter 2, Section 2-172 of the C ounty Code, to ex te nd for a 
peri od not to exceed 5 yea rs, re-a uthor i zing d e l eg a ti on of auth ority to certa i n D e pa r tmen t H eads to e xec ute 
leases a nd licenses val ued a t less than $10,000/month and for a term up to 10 years, incl uding renewals, f or 
County-owned prop erties    

FISCAL SUMMARY 

Expenditures 

FY24-25 
Adopted 

FY25-26 
Projected 

FY26-27 
Projected 

Budgete d E xpe nses $0 $0 $0 

Additional Appropriation Requested 



Total Expenditures $0 $0 $0 

Funding Sources $0 $0 $0 

General Fund/W A GF 

State/Federal 

Fees/Other 

Use of Fund Ba lance 

General Fund Conti ng e nc ies 

Total Sources $0 $0 $0 

Narrative Explanation of Fiscal Impacts:   
There are no direct fiscal impacts as a re sul t of thi s Boa r d Ite m. 

Staffing Impacts: 

Position Title (Payroll Classification) Monthly Salary Range 
(A-I Step) 

Additions 
(Number) 

Deletions 
(Number) 

Narrative Explanation of Staffing Impacts (If Required): 
N one. 

Attachments: 
1 – M ap 
2 – Proposed License Agreement 
3 – N oti ce of Intent 

Related Items “On File” with the Clerk of the Board: 
N one . 


