CHAPTER 24
SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Article I. In General.

Sec. 24-1. Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to protect the environment, public health and safety, by regulating the

disposal of sewage and other wastes.

Sec. 24-2. Applicability.

Unless otherwise provided, this chapter shall apply (1) in the unincorporated area in the county, and (2)

within each incorporated city that has not appointed its own Health Officer.

Sec. 24-3. Sewer Agency With Jurisdiction.

“Sewer Agency With Jurisdiction” means an agency that owns and operates a public sewer collection

system, and that regulates sewage disposal.

Sec. 24-3. Regulation of Sewers

Violation of a lawful ordinance, rule, or regulation of a “Sewer Agency With Jurisdiction” in the

unincorporated area of the county is a violation of this chapter.
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Sec. 24-31. Waiver of minimum distance.

Notwithstanding any provision of this code or the Californiatwiferm Plumbing Code, the director of permit
and resource management department may waive a requirement that sewertnesa Building Sewer may not be
installed less than twenty-five feet (25') from an existing water well when he or she determines that installation of
a sewer will significantly lessen the existing risk of contamination of wells and will have no adverse environmental
effect. The determination shall be based upon all relevant factors, including, but not limited to: location of the
sewer pipe and likelihood of accidental rupture; impervious construction of the pipe; soil type; number of wells
affected; location of pipe joints in relation to wells and type of pipe joints. This section shall not be interpreted to
permit installation of sewer lines less than ten feet (10') from an existing well, nor shall it be deemed to permit
installation of a water well closer than the distances otherwise required from an existing sewer pipe. Nothing in



this section shall be construed as providing the director the authority to waive requirements, if any, of a Sanitary
Agency With Jurisdiction, or to waive the requirements, if any, imposed by the Health Officer.

Article Il. Private Sewage Disposal.

Sec. 24-31.5. Standards for on-site waste water disposal systems.

(a) The director of the permit and resource management department may from time to time adopt and
promulgate standards for on-site septic disposal systems. After July 1, 2023, amendments to these
standards shall become effective after the Board of Supervisors approves the amendments via

resolution.-Everyproposed HRE3Fa,Proposearevsea HEGaHE-0 HE3Faproposeatope

(b) The permit and resource management department director shall issue on-site septic disposal system
permits pursuant to chapter 7, section 7-5, for systems that meet the standards adopted pursuant to
this section.

(c) Sea Ranch: OWTS in the area governed by Ordinance 3904 (enacted by County Service Area 41, Sea
Ranch Zone 2, former County Service Area 6, Zone 2) are subject to the standards adopted pursuant to
this section. The rights and duties of the Health Department in Ordinance 3904 shall instead be the
rights and duties of the Permit and Resource Management Department. County permitting fees for
OWTS shall apply in County Service Area 41, Sea Ranch Zone 2, but charges for operational permits
issued pursuant to section 24-33 shall be governed by Ordinance 3905 (enacted by County Service Area
41, Sea Ranch Zone 2, former County Service Area 6, Zone 2). Notwithstanding anything to the contrary
in Ordinance 3904 (enacted by County Service Area 41, Sea Ranch Zone 2, former County Service Area 6,
Zone 2) the enforcement provisions of this chapter are applicable in the area governed by Ordinance
3904.

Sec. 24-32. Nonstandard on-site wastewater disposal systems—Definitions.

For purposes of this article, the following definitions shall apply:

(a) “OWTS” means individual dispersal systems, community collection and dispersal systems, and
alternative collection and dispersal systems that use subsurfacedispersal. The short form of the term
may be singular or plural. OWTS do not include “graywater” systems pursuant to the Health and Safety

Code Section 17922.12. Commonly referred to as septic system(s)."Standard-system—means-amethed




(b)  “Supplemental treatment” means any OWTS or component of an OWTS, except a septic tank or dosing
tank, that performs additional wastewater treatment so that the effluent meets a predetermined

performance requirement prior to dlscharge of effluent into the dispersal field. (—b)—Nens%anda;d

(c) "Use" or "utilization" includes connecting or allowing a system to remain connected to a dwelling or
other structure containing plumbing fixtures.

(d)  “Operational permit” means a permit issued for the operation of an OWTS, where required by section
24-33. The operational permit shall be a separate permit from the OWTS permit required by section
24-31.5.

Sec. 24-33. Operational permit required.

(@) No person, firm, corporatlon or other entlty shaII use, or cause or aIIow the use of any nensfeaﬂda#d—sys%em

unmee#pe#ated—a;e&eféenema—@euﬂ%y—OTWS utlllzmg supplemental treatment unless a valld operatlonal
permit is in effect for such use. Use of an OTWS utilizing supplemental treatment renstandard-system

without a valid operational permit or with a revoked operational permit is a public nuisance per se.

(b) The board of supervisors shall establish a fee or schedule of fees for operational permits to be coIIected by

(c)  Upon payment of all fees and submission of an application which demonstrates to the director of permit and
resource management department's satisfaction that the system meets the standards adopted pursuant to
this chapter and will not significantly khave-anrisk an adverse effect on ground or surface waters, or upon the
public health, and will not risk are significant effect upon the environment, an operational permit say-shall
be issued. Based on the compliance history for the OWTS and the operational permit, the permit resources
management department director may require inspections every one (1), two (2), or three (3) years. fera

(d) The director of permit and resource management department or his duly authorized representatives shall be
granted a right to come on to the property of grantor and to bring associates and employees of the regional
water quality control board to inspect and to monitor the OTWS utilizing supplemental treatmentstandard-er
nenstandard-on-site-wastewatersystem when needed. The right of access to the property to inspect and to
monitor the OTWS utilizing supplemental treatment standard-errenstandard-system-shall be conveyed to

the county of Sonoma in the form of a recorded easement. The director of permit and resource management
department or his duly authorized representative may release the easement upon determination that
connection to public sewer is made or when determined the easement is no longer required-as-perStreets

. - ode Sections.8300 _




Sec. 24-34. Revocation.

(a)

(b)

(c)

Any OWTS permit or operational permit issued pursuant to this article may be revoked by the director of the
permit resources management department based upon findings that the system is in violation of this
chapter, after providing 14 days prior notice to the permittee, which shall be served by certified mail or in
person at the latest place of residence or of business reported by the permittee. Prior to the end of the 14
day notice period, the permittee must request a hearing if the permittee contests revocation. The
permittee’s hearing request must state in full all objections to revocation, and all objections not stated are
waived. If a permittee requests a hearing, the director’s decision whether to revoke shall be based on the

ewdence presented at the hearlng Mhe—éreete#ef—perrmt—and—re&ewee—management—depamnent

If a non-compliant OWTS utilizing supplemental treatment is a risk to public health or the environment, or
has been non-compliant with the requirements of this chapter for more than one year, then the county may
revoke any permit for a structure or use that utilizes or depends upon the non- compliant OWTS, utiIizing the
revocation procedure for the structure or use.

A revoked OWTS permit or operational permit may be reinstated if the director of permit and resource
management department determines that the V|olat|on has been cured, or a remedlal plan to address the
violation has been approved 2
efthesystem, and all costs of enforcement mcludlng attorney fees, we#atmn—remspectlon fees and any of
the costs described in Section 24-35 have been paid.




Sec. 24-34.1. Related Permits.

The county may refuse to issue any discretionary or ministerial permit, license, variance, or other entitlement,

which is sought pursuant to this code, including but not limited to zoning clearance for a building permit, where

the property upon which the permit, license, variance, or other entitlement is proposed is in violation of this
chapter.

Sec. 24-35. Abatement and Enforcement.

Administrative abatement to remedy violations of this article shall be conducted pursuant to chapter 1 of
this code. In any action, judicial or administrative, to enforce any provision of this code relating to on-site sewage
disposal, the county may recover all of its costs of enforcement, including, but not limited to, any administrative
overhead, salaries, and expenses incurred by the following departments: public-healthplanningDepartment of
Health Services, Permit Resources Management Department, Ceounty Ceounsel, districtattorney-buildingand/for
publiewerksand/or District Attorney. All such costs, if unpaid, mayshat be enforced via a lien upon the property
upon which the system is located. The director may issue a Notice to Vacate pursuant to section 1-7.3(b) for
violation of this article with or without an abatement order pursuant to section 1-7.3(a).

Sec. 24-36. Provisions cumulative.

The provisions of this article are in addition to any other requirement for a permit for construction,
alteration, or repair of a septic system.

Sec. 24-37. IAPMO listing and UPC certification mark required.

(a) No person, firm, corporation, or other entity shall sell for use in Sonoma County, install, or cause or allow
such sale or installation of any septic tank that does not meet or exceed current International Association of
Plumblng and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) material and propertv standards. (er—eentmﬂer—amemble—fer—use

(b)  For purposes of this and-suecceedingsectiensarticle, a septic tank is a water-tight receptacle which receives
the discharge of a drainage system or part thereof, designed and constructed so as to retain solids, digest
organic matter through a period of detention and allow the liquids to discharge into the soil outside of the
tank through a system of open joint piping or a seepage pit meeting the applicable requirements of the
Yniferm-California Plumbing Code.

Sec. 24-38. Prohibited activities directly above a septic tank site.

No person, firm, corporation or other entity shall use or cause or allow the use of property above any septic
tank (or container amenable for use as a septic tank but used as a sump, water tank or other water-tight
underground receptacle) to support the weight of any object, including, but not limited to, motor vehicles, trailers,
boats, improvements upon the property, construction materials, construction equipment, or any combination
thereof, with a gross weight exceeding one thousand (1,000) pounds. Temporary weight loads in excess of what is



permitted herein may be authorized by the Sonoma County permit and resource management department to the
extent that adequate mitigating measures distributing the weight load upon the septic tank may be feasible and
given prior approval by said agency.

Article lll. Cleaning Septic Tanks, etc.

Sec. 24-42. Purpose.

The purpose of this Article is to implement the requirements of Division 104, Part 13, Chapter 4, Article 1 of
the California Health and Safety Code, and this Article shall be enforced by the Health Officer or Health Officer’s

designee.

Sec. 24-43. Permit required.

No person shall engage in the business of cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, privies, and vaults and the
removal of the contents thereof within the unincorporated areas of the county without first having obtained from
the health department of the county a permit to do so as herein provided by this article.

The term "engaging in the business of cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, privies, and vaults and the removal of
the contents thereof" as used in this article shall include but is-not be limited to any person who goes about from
place to place with apparatus or equipment designed for cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, privies, composting
toilets, and vaults, or who shall have an established place of business for such purpose and who shall make a
charge for such services.

Sec. 24-44. Same—Application.

All persons who desire to engage in the business of cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, privies, and vaults and
the removal of the contents thereof within the-unincerperated-areas-ef-the county shall file with witlmakeandfile
with-the health department of the county a written application for a permit to do so._The Health Officer, or
designee, must act on the application within 30 days.

Sec. 24-45. Same—Investigation—Issuance—Fee—Bond generally.

Hshaltbe the dutyoftheThe health department of the county shall, upon receiving an application for a

permit as provided for by Section 24-43 to investigate the-characteroftheapplicant-the kind and type of
apparatus and equipment he or she intends to use in cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, privies, and vaults, the

method of cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, privies, and vaults and the place or places to which the contents of any
cesspool, septic tank, privy, or vault may be removed. If the health department is satisfied from such investigation,
it shall issue a permit to the applicant upon the payment of a fee as established by resolution of the board of
supervisors, and the giving of a personal or surety bond in the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00)
conditioned for the faithful performance of all duties enjoined by this article or the health department of the
county. Permits issued pursuant to this article are not transferable.

Sec. 24-46. Same—Term; renewal.

Any permit issued pursuant to this article shall be valid for a period of one year from the date of issuance
unless thereafter revoked by order of the health department of the county as specified by this article, and any
permit issued pursuant to this article may be renewed from year to year upon the filing of a written application,
the payment of the fee and the giving of the faithful performance bond as provided for in section 24-45.



Sec. 24-47. Same—Permittees subject to rules and orders of health department; grounds for
revocation.

Every person who obtains a permit as provided for in this article shall be subject to the rules and orders of
the health department of the county in the following matters:

(a) The manner of cleaning any cesspool, septic tank, privy, ervault, or composting toilet.
(b) The removal of the contents thereof and the place to which such contents are moved.

If any person shall refuse to obey and carry out the rules and orders of the health department in the manner
herein specified, such refusal to obey and carry out such orders and rules shall be grounds for the revocation of the
permit referred to and provided for in this article. Any revocation shall be made with 10 (ten) days notice, and such
notice shall be served by registered mail or in person at the latest place of residence or of business reported by the

permittee.-

Sec. 24-48. Action on bond upon violation of article, etc.

In the event that the holder of a permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this article violates any of the
provisions of this article or any rules or orders of the health department of the county, such violation shall permit
the county at its option to resort to the faithful performance bond for the payment of a penalty in the sum of one
thousand dollars.

Article IV. Discharge Regulations.













Sec. 24-49. Applicability and definitions.

The provisions of this article may be utilized to enforce articles 3 or article 4 of this chapter.

As utilized in this article, “department” means the permit resources management department or the department

of health services, “director” means the director of the permit resources management department or the director
of environmental health, and “Hearing Officer” means an individual appointed by the county pursuant to sections
2-33.1 through 2-33.5 to preside over an administrative hearing.

Sec. 24-50. Regulations.

(a)  Prohibitions on discharges. No person within the unincorporated area of the county shall discharge or
disehargecause a discharge, directly or indirectly, to a community sewer, a storm drain, a e+natural outlet, or
surface waters, wastes-which causes, threatens to cause, or isare capable of causing either alone or by
interaction with other substances:

(28) a detrimental environmental impact or a nuisance in the waters of the state, or a threat to public

health or safety-oraceondition-unacceptable to-anypublicageney-having regulatoryjurisdiction-oy
the-ageney;









(bj) Other governmental agency jurisdictions. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to limit any
additional requirements that may be imposed by the Ceunty-Health Officer, by the regional water quality control
board, by a Sanitary Agency With Jurisdiction, or by other governmental agencies having jurisdiction-thereef.
















{b)—Issuance-efCeaseand-DesistOrders—When the ageney-department finds that a discharge-ef-wastewater has

(be)

taken place, in violation of article 3 or article 4 of prehibitionseflimitations-efthis erdinancechapter;erthe
previsions-ofa-wastewaterdischargepermit, the directormanager may issue an order to cease and desist,

and direct those persons not complying with such prohibitions, limits, requirements, or provisions, to:

(1) Comply forthwith;
(2) Comply in accordance with a time schedule set forth by the departmentageney; or
(3) Take appropriate remedial or preventive action in the event of a threatened violation.

Violation of an order issued pursuant to this subsection (a) is a violation of this chapter.

prewaen&ef—thwﬁdmaﬂee%ﬂ%ny—peﬂwssued—hereman action under this sectlon may f|Ie with the
managerdirector a written request for reconsideration within tentwenty (1028) days of such decision;
actionerdeterminationaction, setting forth in detail all of the facts and legal contentions that support
thesupperting-the-user's request for reconsideration. Failure to request reconsideration based on an
objection waives the objection.

(c)  If the ruling-madeby-the-managerdecision of the director is unsatisfactory to the person requesting

reconsideration, kemaythe dissatisfied person may, within twenty (20) days after notification of ageney
aetionthe decision, file a wrltten appeal withte the ageqey—s—gevepmng—beaml epartment The wrltten appeal

: Hearlng
Officer utlllzmg the procedures in section 1- 7 3, subsections (h) and (i). Failure to file an appeal waives any

objection to the action. The director’s decision shall remain in effect pending the appeal.




Sec. 24-54. Abatement.

(a)

(b)

(ce)

(de)

Public Nuisance. Discharges of wastewater in any manner that is in V|oIat|on of tmgerémaneeartlcle 3or
article 4 of this chapter i 5 is hereby

: S public nuisance.
Any person creating a public nuisance under article 3 or article 4 is guilty of a misdemeanor.

InJunctlon Whenever a dlscharge ef—wastewatepls in V|olat|on

aeeof article 3 or

artlcle 4, the agene‘,edegartment may petition the superior court for the issuance of a preliminary or
permanent injunction, or both, as may be appropriate, in restraining the continuance of such discharge.

Civil Penalties. Any person who violates any-prevision-efthiserdinancearticle 3 or article 4, erpermit
eondition-or who discharges wastewater wh|ch causes poIIutlon or who violates any cease and desist order

issued under this article, preh 2 rdard-o o FRen
Eosdeinsinndardshallbajs Ilable for a CIVI| ewHW—teapenalty not to exceed six thousand doIIars ($6 000. OO)
for each day in which such violation occurs. The atterney-eftheageneyupen-orderoftheageney's

geverningbeard,shallcounty may petition the superior court to impose, assess, and recover any penalty
assessed pursuant to this provisionsueh-sums.

Falsifying of Information. Any person who knowingly makes any false statements, representation, record,
report, plan, or other document filed with the agenc—ydepartment with respect to article 3 or article 4, erwhe

erdmanee y—sha# be pum&hed—byassessed a flne of not more than ten thousand dollars (510,000.00)-o+by
k. Violation of this subsection is a

Sec. 24-55. Construction of sewers and sewer connections.

(a)

(b)

No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connection with or opening into, use, alter, or disturb any

public sewer or appurtenances thereof without first obtaining a-writtenpermitfrom-the Managerwritten

authorization from the Sewer Agency With Jurisdiction.

All construction of public sanitary sewers, of sewers to become public sanitary sewers, or of lateral service
connection sewers shall conform to the design criteria, the standard plans, and specifications and the
inspection and testing for sanitary sewers in accordance with eurrentageney-standardsthe standards of the
Sewer Agency With Jurisdiction.

Aeticle V. Vesting Copti; .
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