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Date: December 1, 2022 

Kenneth E. Niles, as Trustee of 
The Kenneth E. Niles Trust 10/08/1998 
Betsy J. Niles, as Trustee of 
The Betsy J. Niles Trust 10/08/1998 
P. O. Box 298 
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Re: Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement Project 
Site Address: 201 W. Watmaugh Road, Sonoma, CA 95476 
APN: 128-401-019 
Federal ID. No: BRLS-5920 (092) 

Dear Mr. Niles and Ms. Niles: 

The Sonoma County Department of Transportation and Public Works (County) is proposing to replace the 
existing bridge on Watmaugh Road over Sonoma Creek. The existing bridge has been determined to be 
seismically unfit and functionally obsolete. The project would remove the existing bridge and construct a 
replacement bridge within the approximate alignment of the current structure. The new bridge would be wider 
and support a 32-foot wide roadway, consisting of two 11-foot wide travel lanes and include two 5-foot wide 
shoulders. The length of the new structure will be 185 feet in length and the approaches to the roadway would 
also be widened to 32-feet and taper down until it conforms to the existing roadway. The project would be 
constructed within one spring-summer construction season. 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler, LLC, (OPC) has been retained by Sonoma County to assist with the proposed partial 
fee acquisition, permanent utility easement and temporary construction easement from affected owners. This 
letter and accompanying paperwork contains material related to an offer to purchase property interests for this 
public project. 

Our preliminary title report shows you to be the owners of property located at 201 W. Watmaugh Road, 
Sonoma, CA, identified on the attached Map. 

Attached for your review are the following documents: 

Appraisal Map (1) 
Summary Statement Relating to the Purchase of Real Property or an Interest Therein (1) 
Appraisal Summary Statement (1) 
Right of Way Contract (3) 
Grant Deed (1) 
Permanent Utility Easement Deed (1) 
Temporary Construction Easement Deed (1) 
Title VI Statement (1) 
Title VI Survey (Voluntary) (1) 
Payee Data Form (1) 
“Your Property, Your Transportation Project” Brochure (1) 

Please review the documents closely. This offer is conditional and subject to the approval of the County of 
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Sonoma and in accordance with the requirements of Section 7267.2 of the Government Code, the County 
proposes to purchase a partial fee simple interest, a permanent utility easement and a temporary construction 
easement interest as identified in the attached documents together with any impacted improvements, for the 
sum of $26,900.00. This amount represents the value of the property interests proposed to be acquired as 
determined by an independent state licensed and certified appraiser.   If there is a lessee in possession of the 
property and improvements are being acquired, or any other holder of an interest in the subject property, an 
offset statement or equivalent declaration would be required to confirm respective ownership of those 
improvements.  (Quitclaim Deeds from any lessees or other interest holders as to the area being acquired 
whether or not improved may also be necessary.) 

Per the California Code of Civil Procedure, you are entitled for the County of Sonoma to pay the reasonable 
cost, not to exceed $5,000, for an independent appraisal of your property. If you choose to have an independent 
appraisal done, you must contract for the appraisal. The appraiser must be licensed with the California Office of 
Real Estate Appraisers. The conditions for reimbursement of these costs are described in the attached 
Summary Statement Relating to the Purchase of Real Property or an Interest Therein. 

The OPC consultant assigned to assist you is Steve Harris. He is prepared to meet and discuss the 
proposed acquisition with you, and to assist you through the process.   Please contact Steve Harris at   
(916) 768-1875. He will assist in processing all documents, including providing notary public services and 
escrow coordination.   Expenses incidental to transfer of title to the County of Sonoma (identified in the Right of 
Way Contract) are paid by the County of Sonoma. 

Finally, please be aware that nothing in this letter is intended to pre-commit the County of Sonoma to any 
particular action with respect to the proposed acquisition of this property. 

Sincerely,   

Janice Thompson 
Deputy Director 
County of Sonoma 
Department of Transportation & Public Works 

Enclosures (13) 
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COUNTY OF SONOMA 

SUMMARY STATEMENT RELATING TO THE PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY OR AN INTEREST THEREIN 

The County of Sonoma (“Agency”) is proposing to purchase real property or interests therein, and related 
improvements and appurtenances in connection with the Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement over 
Sonoma Creek Project (“Project”). 

Your property located at 201 W. Watmaugh Road, Sonoma, CA is within the project area and identified by 
the Sonoma County Assessor as Parcel No. 128-401-019. 

Title III of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 and the 
California Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Guidelines require that you, as an owner 
from whom a public agency proposes to purchase real property or an interest therein or as a tenant owning 
improvements on the property must be provided with a summary of the appraisal of the real property or 
interest therein, as well as the following information: 

1. You are entitled to receive full payment prior to vacating the real property proposed to be purchased 
unless you have heretofore waived such entitlement.   You are not required to pay recording fees, 
transfer taxes, or the pro rata portion of real property taxes allocable to any period following the passage 
of title or possession. 

2. The County of Sonoma will offer to purchase any remnant(s) considered by the County of Sonoma to 
be an uneconomic unit(s) which is/are owned by you or, if applicable, occupied by you as a tenant and 
which is/are contiguous to the land being conveyed. 

3. All buildings, structures and other improvements affixed to the land described in the referenced 
document(s) covering this transaction and owned by the grantor(s) herein or, if applicable, owned by 
you as a tenant, of the real property proposed to be acquired are being conveyed unless other 
disposition of these improvements has been made.   The real property interests proposed to be acquired 
include: a partial fee simple acquisition of 2,865 square feet, a permanent utility easement of 851 square 
feet, and a temporary construction easement of 6,432 square feet described in the Right of Way 
Contract and in the Appraisal Summary Statement delivered contemporaneously with this document. 

4. The market value of the property proposed to be acquired is based upon a market value appraisal 
which is summarized on the attached Appraisal Summary Statement and such amount: 

A. Represents the full amount of the appraisal of just compensation for the property proposed to be 
purchased; 

B. Is not less than the approved appraisal of the fair-market value of the property as improved; 

C. Disregards any decrease or increase in the fair-market value of the real property proposed to be 
acquired prior to the date of valuation which might be caused by the Project itself or by the likelihood 
that the property would be acquired for or in connection with the Project, other than that due to 
physical deterioration within the reasonable control of the owner or occupant; and 

D. Does not reflect any consideration of or allowance for any relocation assistance and payments or 
other benefits which the owner is entitled to receive under an agreement with the County of 
Sonoma.      

5. Pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1263.025, should you elect to obtain an 
independent appraisal, The County of Sonoma will pay for the actual reasonable costs up to five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) subject to the following conditions:  

A. You, not the County of Sonoma must order the appraisal. Should you enter into a contract with the 
selected appraiser, the County of Sonoma will not be a party to the contract. 

B. The selected appraiser must be licensed with the California Bureau of Real Estate Appraisers 
(BREA). 



COUNTY OF SONOMA 

SUMMARY STATEMENT RELATING TO THE PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY OR AN INTEREST THEREIN 

C. Appraisal cost reimbursement requests must be made in writing, and submitted to the County of 
Sonoma, attention Janice Thompson, at 2300 County Center Drive, Suite B-100 Santa Rosa, CA 
95403 within ninety (90) days of the earliest of the following dates: (1) the date the selected 
appraiser requests payment from you for the appraisal; or (2) the date upon which you, or someone 
on your behalf, remitted full payment to the selected appraiser for the appraisal.   Copies of the 
contract (if a contract was made), appraisal report, and invoice for completed work by the appraiser 
must be provided to the County of Sonoma concurrent with submission of the appraisal cost 
reimbursement request.  The costs must be reasonable and justifiable. 

6. The owner of a business conducted on a property proposed to be acquired, or conducted on the 
remaining property which will be affected by the purchase of the required property, may be entitled to 
compensation for the loss of goodwill.   Entitlement is contingent upon the business owner’s ability to 
prove such loss in accordance with the provisions of Sections 1263.510 and 1263.520 of the California 
Code of Civil Procedure. 

7. If you ultimately elect to reject the County of Sonoma’s offer for your property, you are entitled to have 
the amount of compensation determined by a court of law in accordance with the laws of the State of 
California. 

8. You are entitled to receive all benefits that are available through donation to the County of Sonoma of 
all or part of your interest in the real property sought to be acquired by the County of Sonoma as set 
out in Street and Highways Code Sections 104.2 and 104.12. 

9. Because the Project schedule anticipates use of the property within 56 months of its acquisition the           
County of Sonoma does not offer to lease this property back to you after acquiring it. 



County of Sonoma 
Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement over Sonoma Creek Project 

APPRAISAL SUMMARY STATEMENT AND       APN: 128-401-019 
SUMMARY OF THE BASIS FOR JUST COMPENSATION 
(Pursuant to Government Code Section 7267.2) 

BASIC PROPERTY DATA 

OWNERS: Kenneth E. Niles, as Trustee of the Kenneth E. Niles Trust Agreement dated October 8, 1998 and 

Betsy J. Niles, as Trustee of the Betsy J. Niles Trust Agreement dated October 8, 1998 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 201 W. Watmaugh Road, Sonoma, CA 95476 

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY OWNER: More than five years. 

ZONING: DA B6 10, F2 RC100/50 SR VOH 

PRESENT USE: Rural Residential 

HIGHEST AND BEST USE : Continuation of existing use 

TOTAL PROPERTY AREA: 4.50± Acres (196,020± SF) 

PROPERTY RIGHTS PROPOSED TO BE ACQUIRED: Partial Fee Simple, Permanent Utility Easement and 

Temporary Construction Easement 

INCLUDING ACCESS RIGHTS? YES NO X 

DATE OF VALUATION: July 25, 2022 

BASIS OF VALUATION 

The just compensation being offered by the County of Sonoma (Agency) is not less than the Agency’s approved 
appraisal of the fair market value of the property.   The fair market value of the property proposed for acquisition 
is based on a fair market value appraisal prepared according to accepted appraisal procedures.   Where 
appropriate, sales of comparable properties and income data are utilized.   Principal transactions of comparable 
properties, where evaluated, are included herein (Page 4). The appraiser has given full and careful consideration 
to the highest and best use for development of the property and to all features inherent in the property, including, 
but not limited to, zoning, development potential and the income the property is capable of producing. 

California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1263.320 defines Fair Market Value as follows: 

a.) The fair market value of the property taken is the highest price on the date of valuation that 
would be agreed to by a seller, being willing to sell but under no particular or urgent necessity 
for so doing, nor obliged to sell, and a buyer, being ready, willing and able to buy but under 
no particular necessity for so doing, each dealing with the other with full knowledge of all the 
uses and purposes for which the property is reasonably adaptable and available. 

b.) The fair market value of property taken for which there is no relevant, comparable market is 
its value on the date of valuation as determined by any method of valuation that is just and 
equitable. 

California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1263.321 defines the Value for Nonprofit, Special Use Property as 
follows: 

A just and equitable method of determining the value of nonprofit, special use property for 
which there is no relevant, comparable market is as set forth in Section 824 of the Evidence 
Code, but subject to the exceptions set forth in subdivision (c) of Section 824 of the Evidence 
Code. 



County of Sonoma 
Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement over Sonoma Creek Project 

APPRAISAL SUMMARY STATEMENT AND       APN: 128-401-019 
SUMMARY OF THE BASIS FOR JUST COMPENSATION 
(Pursuant to Government Code Section 7267.2) 

The market value for the property proposed to be acquired by Agency is based upon Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 1263.320 (a) as defined on the previous page. 

Value of the Entire Property: $800,000 

Value of the Property Rights proposed to be acquired: 

            A.   Partial Fee Simple:                                                                                         $ 11,693    
B. Permanent Utility Easement: $ 2,431 
C.   Site Improvements: $      521 

Wire Mesh Fencing 
     D. Improvements Pertaining to the Realty: $    n/a 

      E. Temporary Construction Easement:                       $ 12,264 

                                                             $ 26,909    
   (Sum of items A – E) 

      

    

Partial Fee Simple Calculation – 2,865± SF @ $4.08/SF x 100% 

Permanent Utility Easement Calculation – 851± SF @ $4.08/SF X 70% 

Temporary Construction Easement – 
6,432± SF @ $4.08/SF x 10% = $2,625/yr. ÷ 12 mo.= $219/mo. @ 56 mo.=$12,264 

Severance Damages : $ N/A 

In addition to determining the market value of the parcel(s) sought to be acquired, severance damages were 
considered.   Severance damages are determined based on whether or not the remainder would be 
diminished in value by reason of the proposed acquisition and/or by the construction of the improvement in 
the manner proposed.   Some severance damage may be mitigated or entirely eliminated by estimating the 
cost to cure the damage.   Where severance damages are found, offsetting benefits are determined. (See 
Page 5 – Benefits defined.)   Under California law, benefits can only be offset against severance damages.   
If no severance damages are found, there is no application of offsetting benefits. 

No severance damages were found for the following reasons:   

Construction Contract Work: 

Benefits: $ ( N/A ) 

The amount of any other compensation: $ _______N/A______ 

JUST COMPENSATION FOR ACQUISITION: $ 26,909 

Rounded to: $ 26,900       



County of Sonoma 
Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement over Sonoma Creek Project 

APPRAISAL SUMMARY STATEMENT AND       APN: 128-401-019 
SUMMARY OF THE BASIS FOR JUST COMPENSATION 
(Pursuant to Government Code Section 7267.2) 

(THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS BASED ON THE PARTIAL ACQUISITION ONLY) 

1. The Sales Comparison approach is based on the consideration of 
comparable land and improved sales. 

Indicated value by Sales Comparison Approach $    14,645 

See Page 4 for principal transactions. 

2. The cost approach is based in part on a replacement cost new of 
improvements less depreciation. Cost information was obtained from 
cost service publications and/or knowledgeable vendors. 

Total Replacement Cost New $ N/A 
Depreciation from all causes $       N/A                                  
Value of Improvements in Place $ N/A 

Land (estimated by direct sales comparison) $ N/A 
Indicated value by Cost Approach $ N/A 

3. The income approach is based on an analysis of income and 
expenses to the property. 

Overall Capitalization Rate N/A         
Net Operating Income $ N/A       

Indicated value by Income Approach $ N/A       

4. Other Indicated Value       $ N/A          



County of Sonoma 
Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement over Sonoma Creek Project 

APPRAISAL SUMMARY STATEMENT AND       APN: 128-401-019 
SUMMARY OF THE BASIS FOR JUST COMPENSATION 
(Pursuant to Government Code Section 7267.2) 

SUMMARY OF THE BASIS FOR JUST COMPENSATION 
Narrative summary of the valuation process supporting compensation: 

The comparables used are listed below: 
COMPARABLE LAND SALES 

Summary of Comparables: 



County of Sonoma 
Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement over Sonoma Creek Project 

APPRAISAL SUMMARY STATEMENT AND       APN: 128-401-019 
SUMMARY OF THE BASIS FOR JUST COMPENSATION 
(Pursuant to Government Code Section 7267.2) 

DEFINITIONS* 

 Highest and Best Use Analysis 
Highest and best use is defined as the reasonably probable use of land which is legally 
permissible, physically possible, and financially feasible that results in the highest value.   Highest 
and best use analysis is used in the appraisal process to identify comparable properties and, 
where applicable, to determine whether the existing improvements should be retained, renovated, 
or demolished. 

 Improvements Pertaining to the Realty (if any) 
Machinery, Fixtures and Equipment identified here were separately valued as improvements 
pertaining to the realty.   Prior to escrow close, owner and lessee must agree (and confirm in 
writing) as to ownership of said improvements pertaining to the realty. 

 Severance Damages (Applies to Proposed Partial Acquisitions) 
The appraisal also determines whether or not the District’s proposed acquisition results in 
damages to the remaining property.   The basis for this determination is whether or not the value 
of the remainder is diminished by reason of the anticipated acquisition of the property interest 
being acquired and the construction of the improvement in the manner proposed.   Severance 
Damages may be mitigated or entirely eliminated by estimating the cost to cure the damages. 
(Cost to Cure) 

 Benefits (Applies to Proposed Partial Acquisitions) 
Benefit to the remainder is the benefit, if any, caused by the construction and use of the project 
for which the property is acquired in the manner proposed. 

* These definitions are general and provided to assist in the discussion related to the proposed acquisition.   They are not 
intended to be legal definitions. 



County of Sonoma 
Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement over Sonoma Creek Project 

APPRAISAL SUMMARY STATEMENT AND       APN: 128-401-019 
SUMMARY OF THE BASIS FOR JUST COMPENSATION 
(Pursuant to Government Code Section 7267.2) 

An owner-occupant of a residential property containing four (4) units or less has a right to review the appraisal 
on which the written offer to purchase is based. 

Appraisal Summary and Offer of Just Compensation 
Authorized and Approved for Presentation: 

County of Sonoma 

By: 

Title:   

Date:   
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COUNTY OF SONOMA 

DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC 

WORKS 

Santa Rosa, California    

Date:  December 1, 2022 

Federal ID No.: BRLS-5920 (092) 

Owner: Kenneth E. Niles, as Trustee of The Kenneth E. Niles Trust 

Agreement dated October 8, 1998 and Betsy J. Niles, as Trustee of 

The Betsy J. Niles Trust Agreement dated October 8, 1998 

APN: 128-401-019 

Project Name: Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement Project 

County Project No.: CO8001 

RIGHT OF WAY CONTRACT - PUBLIC HIGHWAY 

Exhibit A, in the form of a Grant Deed, and Exhibit B, in the form of a Permanent Utility 

Easement Deed, and Exhibit C, in the form of a Temporary Construction Easement Deed 

covering the property particularly described in the above instruments, have been executed and 

delivered to Steve Harris of Overland, Pacific & Cutler, LLC, Right of Way Consultant for the 

County of Sonoma on behalf of the acquiring agency, the County of Sonoma (“County”). 

In consideration of which, and the other considerations hereinafter set forth, it is mutually 

agreed as follows: 

1. (A) The parties have herein set forth the whole of their agreement. The 

performance of this Agreement constitutes the entire consideration for said 

document and shall relieve the County of Sonoma of all further obligation or 

claims on the account, or on account of the location, grade or construction of 

the proposed public improvement. 

(B) Grantee requires said property described in Exhibits A, B and C, for County 

roadway and bridge purposes, a public use for which Grantee has the authority 

to exercise the power of eminent domain. Grantor is compelled to sell, and 

Grantee is compelled to acquire the property. 

(C) Both Grantor and Grantee recognize the expense, time, effort, and risk to both 

parties in determining the compensation for the property by eminent domain 

litigation. The compensation set forth herein for the property is in compromise 

and settlement, in lieu of such litigation. 

The parties to this contract shall, pursuant to Section 21.7(a) of Title 49, Code of Federal 

Regulations, comply with all elements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. This 

requirement under Title VI and the Code of Federal Regulations is to complete the USDOT-Non-

Discrimination Assurance requiring compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 164, 49 

C.F.R Section 50.3. 
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No person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be 

excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to 

discrimination under any program or activity that is the subject of this contract. 

2. The County of Sonoma shall: 

(A) Pay the undersigned Grantor the sum of $26,900.00 for the property of interest 

conveyed by above documents when title to said property interests vest in the County of 

Sonoma, a political subdivision of the State of California, and an easement interest vests 

in Pacific Gas and Electric Company free and clear of all liens, encumbrances, 

assessments, easements and leases (recorded and/or unrecorded), and taxes, except: 

a. Taxes for the tax year in which this escrow closes shall be cleared and paid in 

the manner required by Section 5086 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, if 

unpaid at the close of escrow. 

b. Covenants, conditions, restrictions and reservations of record, or contained in 

the above referenced document. 

c. Easements or rights of way over said land for public or quasi-public utility or 

public street purposes, if any. 

d. Such matters as may be waived by the County of Sonoma’s Right of Way 

Manager, or designated representative. 

(B)  Pay all escrow and recording fees incurred in this transaction and, if title insurance is 

desired by the County, the premium charged therefor. 

(C) Have the authority to deduct and pay from the amount shown in Clause 2(A) above 

any amount necessary to satisfy any bond demands and delinquent taxes due in any year 

except the year in which this escrow closes, together with penalties and interest thereon, 

and/or delinquent and unpaid non-delinquent assessments which have become a lien at the 

close of escrow. 

3. Any or all monies payable under this contract, up to and including the total amount of 

unpaid principal and interest on note(s) secured by mortgage(s) or deed(s) of trust, if any, and all 

other amounts due and payable in accordance with terms and conditions of said trust deed(s) or 

mortgage(s) shall, upon demand(s) be made payable to the mortgage(s) or beneficiary(s) entitled 

thereunder; said mortgage(s) or beneficiary(s) to furnish Grantor with good and sufficient receipt 

showing said moneys credited against the indebtedness secured by said mortgage(s) or deed(s) of 

trust. 

4.       Grantor hereby authorizes County to prepare and file escrow instructions in accordance 

with this Contract on behalf of both parties.   This transaction will be handled by First American 

Title Company, 2230 East Bidwell Street, Suite 100, Folsom, CA 95630; Escrow No. 3420-

6448989. 
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5. It is agreed and confirmed by the parties hereto that notwithstanding other provisions 

in this contract, the right of possession and use of the permanent property rights being purchased 

by the County of Sonoma and by the County of Sonoma on behalf of Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company, including the right to remove and dispose of improvements, shall commence upon 

acceptance of this contract by the County of Sonoma and deposit of funds in escrow controlling 

this transaction, or upon the close of escrow, whichever occurs first, and that the amount of 

$26,900.00 includes, but is not limited to, full payment for such possession and use, and 

damages, if any, from said date. 

6. It is agreed and confirmed by the parties hereto that permission is hereby granted the 

County of Sonoma or its authorized agent(s), to enter upon Grantor’s land where necessary 
within that certain area (TCE Area) described in Exhibit C for the purpose of a temporary 

construction easement (TCE) to include, but not limited to, work area, storage of materials and 

equipment, including trucks and tractors, as well as ingress to and egress from the property 

during construction period as shown in the TCE. The TCE shall commence on May 1, 2023 and 

terminate on December 31, 2027, or upon the filing of the Notice of Completion. The amount of 

$26,900.00 includes, but is not limited to, full payment for such possession and use, and 

damages, if any, from said date. The Grantor shall have full use of the TCE Area until the 

County of Sonoma takes physical possession. Grantor and County also agree the TCE area to be 

non-exclusive and Grantor may have joint use of the TCE area during the term of the TCE. In 

case of unpredictable delays in construction, upon written notification to Grantor, the terms of 

the TCE may be extended by an amendment to this Right of Way Contract. Grantor shall be 

compensated based on the fair market value at the time of the extension. Payment shall be made 

to the Grantor for the extension period prior to the expiration of the original period. The County 

engineer shall notify the Grantor 72 hours prior to the commencement of actual construction or 

by 10 days written notice, first class mail, delivery deemed completed on date of mailing. 

7. Grantor warrants that there are no oral or written leases on all or any portion of the 

property exceeding a period of one month, and the Grantor further agrees to hold the County of 

Sonoma harmless and reimburse the County of Sonoma for any and all of their losses and 

expenses occasioned by reason of any lease of said property held by any tenant of Grantor for a 

period exceeding one month. 

8. The undersigned Grantor hereby agrees and consents to the dismissal of any eminent 

domain action in the Superior Court wherein the herein described land is included and also 

waives any and all claims to any money that may now be on deposit in said action. 

9.      At no expense to the Grantor and at the time of the project construction, County of 

Sonoma and PG&E shall construct the following improvements as shown on approved plans on 

file with the Department of Transportation and Public Works: None. 

10. All work done under this Agreement shall conform to all applicable building, fire, and 

sanitary laws, ordinances, and regulations relating to such work, and shall be done in a good and 

workmanlike manner. All structures, improvements or other facilities, when removed, and 

relocated, or reconstructed by the County of Sonoma and/or PG&E, shall be left in as good 

condition as found. 
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11. The Grantor hereby represents and warrants that during the period of Grantor's 

ownership of the property, there have been no disposals, releases or threatened releases of 

hazardous substances or hazardous wastes on, from, or under the property. Grantor further 

represents and warrants that Grantor has no knowledge of any disposal, release, or threatened 

release of hazardous substances or hazardous wastes on, from, or under the property that may 

have occurred prior to Grantor taking title to the property. 

The acquisition price of the property interests being acquired in this transaction 

reflects the fair market value of the property without the presence of contamination. If the 

property being acquired is found to be contaminated by the presence of hazardous waste that 

requires mitigation under federal or state law, the County may elect to recover its clean-up costs 

from those who caused or contributed to the contamination. 

12. County agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Grantor from any liability arising out of 

County’s operations under this Agreement. County further agrees to assume responsibility for 

any damages proximately caused by reason of County’s operations under this Agreement and 

County will, at its option, either repair or pay for such damage. 

13. This Agreement shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the respective heirs, 

successors and assigns of the parties to this Agreement. 

14. In the event of a breach of this Agreement by Grantor, County shall be entitled to 

pursue any and all remedies available to it against Grantor, including without limitation, claims 

for all damages attributable to Grantor’s breach, and specific performance of this Agreement. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed. 

By GRANTOR this ___ day of _________________________, 20_____. 

By COUNTY this ____ day of _________________________, 20_____. 

(Collectively) GRANTOR: 

The Kenneth E. Niles Trust Agreement dated October 8, 1998 

By: 

Kenneth E. Niles, Trustee 

The Betsy J. Niles Trust Agreement dated October 8, 1998 

By: 

Betsy J. Niles, Trustee 
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COUNTY OF SONOMA: 

By: _______________________________ Date:____________________________ 

Johannes Hoevertsz 

Director, Department of 

Transportation and Public Works 

Approved as to Form: 

By: _______________________________ Date:____________________________ 

County Counsel 

By: Date: 

Supervising Right of Way Agent 

By: Date: 

Project Engineer 
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EXHIBIT A 

GRANT DEED 
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CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE 

(Insert) 
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EXHIBIT B 

EASEMENT DEED 
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CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE 

(Insert) 



RECORDING REQUESTED BY   
COUNTY OF SONOMA 

First American Title Company 

Order No. 3420-6448989 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

WHEN RECORDED, RETURN TO: 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

DEPARTMENT OF   

TRANSPORTATION AND 

PUBLIC WORKS            

2300 County Center Drive, Suite B 100       

Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

No Documentary Transfer Tax per 

R&T Code 11922                        SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR RECORDER'S USE 

Project Name: Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement over Sonoma Creek 

APN: (portion) 128-401-019 

Dated: __________________ 

GRANT DEED 

KENNETH E. NILES, AS TRUSTEE OF THE KENNETH E. NILES 

TRUST AGREEMENT DATED OCTOBER 8, 1998 AND BETSY J. 

NILES, AS TRUSTEE OF THE BETSY J. NILES TRUST AGREEMENT 

DATED OCTOBER 8, 1998, (hereinafter referred to as “Grantors”), 

Record free per Gov. Code 

6103.   Required by Sonoma 

County Dept. of 

Transportation and Public 

Works for public works 

project. 

GRANT TO:  THE COUNTY OF SONOMA, A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION 

OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

all that real property situated in the unincorporated area of the County of Sonoma, State of 

California, described and depicted as follows: 

SEE EXHIBIT’S "A" and "B" ATTACHED 

HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF 

THE KENNETH E. NILES TRUST AGREEMENT 

DATED OCTOBER 8, 1998   

By: 

Kenneth E. Niles, as Trustee 

THE BETSY J. NILES TRUST AGREEMENT 

DATED OCTOBER 8, 1998 

By: 

Betsy J. Niles, as Trustee 

(Attach notary acknowledgement + Certificate of Acceptance) 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the 

identity of the individual who signed the document to which this certificate is 

attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of that document. 

State of California 

County of ________________ 

On ______________________ before me, _______________________________________, Notary 

Public, personally appeared ________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory 

evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me 

that he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signatures(s) 

on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument. 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph is 

true and correct. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

Signature __________________________    

(Seal) 









CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE 

(Insert) 



RECORDING REQUESTED BY   
COUNTY OF SONOMA 

First American Title Company 

Order No. 3420-6448989 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

WHEN RECORDED, RETURN TO: 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

DEPARTMENT OF   

TRANSPORTATION AND 

PUBLIC WORKS            

2300 County Center Drive, Suite B 100       

Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

No Documentary Transfer Tax per 

R&T Code 11922                        SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE IS FOR RECORDER'S USE 

Project Name: Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement over Sonoma Creek 

APN: (portion) 128-401-019 

Dated: __________________ 

GRANT OF TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION        

EASEMENT 

KENNETH E. NILES, AS TRUSTEE OF THE KENNETH E. NILES 

TRUST AGREEMENT DATED OCTOBER 8, 1998 AND BETSY J. 

NILES, AS TRUSTEE OF THE BETSY J. NILES TRUST AGREEMENT 

DATED OCTOBER 8, 1998, (hereinafter referred to as “Grantors”), 

Record free per Gov. Code 

6103.   Required by Sonoma 

County Dept. of 

Transportation and Public 

Works for public works 

project. 

GRANT TO:  THE COUNTY OF SONOMA, A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION 

OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

An exclusive TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT for all purposes necessary for the 

construction of improvements for the Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement over Sonoma Creek Project. 

Such purposes, as necessary, to include, but not limited to, work area, storage of materials and equipment, 

including trucks and tractors, as well as ingress to and egress from the property during the construction 

period shown below. 

THE TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING 

DESCRIBED PARCEL: 

All that Real property situated in the unincorporated area of the County of Sonoma, State of California, 

described and depicted as follows: 

SEE EXHIBIT’S "A" and “B” ATTACHED 

Said Temporary Construction Easement shall commence on May 1, 2023 and terminate on December 31, 

2027, or upon the filing of the Notice of Completion at the Sonoma County Recorder's Office for the project 

entitled “Watmaugh Road Bridge Replacement over Sonoma Creek Project”, whichever shall occur first. 

SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE 



GRANTORS:  
THE KENNETH E. NILES TRUST AGREEMENT 

DATED OCTOBER 8, 1998   

By: 

Kenneth E. Niles, as Trustee 

THE BETSY J. NILES TRUST AGREEMENT 

DATED OCTOBER 8, 1998 

By: 

Betsy J. Niles, as Trustee 

(Attach notary acknowledgement + Certificate of Acceptance) 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the 

identity of the individual who signed the document to which this certificate is 

attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of that document. 

State of California 

County of ________________ 

On ______________________ before me, _______________________________________, Notary 

Public, personally appeared ________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory 

evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me 

that he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signatures(s) 

on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument. 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph is 

true and correct. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

Signature __________________________    

(Seal) 









CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE 

(Insert) 



Utility Distribution Easement (02/2020) 

RECORDING REQUESTED BY AND RETURN TO: 

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY 

245 Market Street, N10A, Room 1015 

P.O. Box 770000 

San Francisco, California 94177 

Location: City/Uninc 

Recording Fee $ 

Document Transfer Tax $ 

[ ] This is a conveyance where the consideration and 

Value is less than $100.00 (R&T 11911). 

[ ] Computed on Full Value of Property Conveyed, or 

[ ] Computed on Full Value Less Liens 
& Encumbrances Remaining at Time of Sale 

[ ] Exempt from the fee per GC 27388.1 (a) (2); This 

document is subject to Documentary Transfer Tax 
(SPACE ABOVE FOR RECORDER'S USE ONLY) 

Signature of declarant or agent determining tax 

LD# EASEMENT DEED 

KENNETH E. NILES, AS TRUSTEE OF THE KENNETH E. NILES TRUST AGREEMENT DATED 
OCTOBER 8, 1998, AND BETSY J. NILES, AS TRUSTEE OF THE BETSY J. NILES TRUST 
AGREEMENT DATED OCTOBER 8, 1998, 

hereinafter "Collectively" called Grantor, hereby grants to PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC 

COMPANY, a California corporation, hereinafter called Grantee, the right from time to time 
to excavate for, construct, reconstruct, replace (of initial or any other size), remove, maintain, 
inspect, and use facilities and associated equipment for public utility purposes, including, but not 
limited to electric, gas, and communication facilities, together with a right of way therefor, on, 
over, and under the easement area as hereinafter set forth, and also ingress thereto and egress 
therefrom, over and across the lands of Grantor situated in the unincorporated area of the County of 

Sonoma, State of California, described as follows: 

(APN 128-401-019) 
SEE EXHIBIT "A" ATTACHED HERETO 

AND MADE A PART HEREOF 

The easement area is described as follows: 

SEE EXHIBIT'S "B" AND "C" ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF 

Grantor further grants to Grantee the right, from time to time, to trim or to cut down, without Grantee 

paying compensation, any and all trees and brush now or hereafter within said easement area, and shall 

have the further right, from time to time, to trim and cut down trees and brush along each side of said 

easement area which now or hereafter in the opinion of Grantee may interfere with or be a hazard 

to the facilities installed hereunder, or as Grantee deems necessary to comply with applicable state 

or federal regulations. 

Public 

Sample PG&E easement 

Dated: 10-4-22 

Subject to Change 



Utility Distribution Easement (02/2020) 

Grantor also grants to Grantee the right to use such portion of said lands contiguous to said easement 

area as may be reasonably necessary in connection with the excavation, construction, reconstruction, 

replacement, removal, maintenance and inspection of said facilities. 

Grantor reserves the right to use the easement area for purposes which will not interfere with Grantee's 

full enjoyment of the rights hereby granted; provided that Grantor shall not place or construct, nor 

allow a third party to place or construct, any building or other structure, or store flammable 

substances, or drill or operate any well, or construct any reservoir or other obstruction within said 

easement area, or diminish or substantially add to the ground level within said easement area, or 

construct any fences that will interfere with the maintenance and operation of said facilities. 

Grantor further grants to Grantee the right to apportion to another public utility (as defined in Section 
216 of the California Public Utilities Code) the right to excavate for, construct, reconstruct, replace, 
remove, maintain, inspect, and use the communications facilities within said easement area including 
ingress thereto and egress therefrom. 

This document may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, 
but all of which, together, shall constitute one and the same instrument. 

The provisions hereof shall inure to the benefit of and bind the successors and assigns of the respective 

parties hereto, and all covenants shall apply to and run with the land. 

Dated: , . 

THE KENNETH E. NILES TRUST 
AGREEMENT DATED OCTOBER 8, 1998 

By: 
Kenneth E. Niles, as Trustee 

THE BETSY J. NILES TRUST AGREEMENT 
DATED OCTOBER 8, 1998 

By: 
Betsy J. Niles, as Trustee 

Public 



Utility Distribution Easement (02/2020) 

State of California 

County of ) 

On , before me, Notary Public, 
Insert name 

personally appeared 

, 

who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within 

instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that 

by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, 

executed the instrument. 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph is true 

and correct. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

(Seal) 
Signature of Notary Public 

CAPACITY CLAIMED BY SIGNER 

[ ] Individual(s) signing for oneself/themselves 

[ ] Corporate Officer(s) of the above named corporation(s) 

[ ] Trustee(s) of the above named Trust(s) 

[ ] Partner(s) of the above named Partnership(s) 

[ ] Attorney(s)-in-Fact of the above named Principal(s) 

[ ] Other 

Public 

A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the identity of the individual who 

signed the document to which this certificate is attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of 

that document. 



EXHIBIT A 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Real property in the unincorporated area of the County of Sonoma, State of California, described as 

follows: 

ALL THAT PORTION OF THAT CERTAIN PARCEL CONVEYED TO ROY A. BRONSON AND LOLA J. 

BRONSON BY INGA BALLEY BY DEED RECORDED JULY 17, 1961, IN BOOK 1834, OF OFFICIAL 

RECORDS, PAGE 826, SONOMA COUNTY RECORDS, SAID PORTION BEING DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

COMMENCING AT A FOUND 1" IRON PIPE AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE WESTERLY LINE OF 

BROADWAY WITH THE NORTHERLY LINE OF WEST WATMAUGH ROAD, SAID IRON PIPE MARKING THE 

SOUTHEASTERLY CORNER OF THE PARCEL DESCRIBED IN THE INSTRUMENT RECORDED JUNE 13, 

1961, IN BOOK 1828, OF OFFICIAL RECORDS, PAGE 885, SONOMA COUNTY RECORDS; THENCE, FROM 

SAID POINT OF COMMENCEMENT, ALONG THE SAID NORTHERLY LINE OF WEST WATMAUGH ROAD, 

BEING IDENTICAL WITH THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF THE SAID PARCEL DESCRIBED IN BOOK 1828 OF 

OFFICIAL RECORDS, PAGE 885, NORTH 83° 11' WEST, 887.03 FEET; THENCE, LEAVING SAID LINE, 

SOUTH 06° 49' WEST, 40.00 FEET TO A RAILROAD SPIKE SET IN THE BASE OF A LARGE CYPRESS TREE 

IN THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID WEST WATMAUGH ROAD, SAID LINE BEING IDENTICAL WITH THE 

NORTHERLY LINE OF THE SAID BRONSON PARCEL, AND BEING THE TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING OF 

THE PARCEL TO BE HEREIN DESCRIBED, AND FROM WHICH POINT A SET 1/2 INCH IRON PIPE ON THE 

NORTHERLY BANK OF SONOMA CREEK BEARS SOUTH 11° 04' 30" WEST, 579.21 FEET DISTANT; 

THENCE, FROM SAID TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING, ALONG THE SAID SOUTHERLY LINE OF WEST 

WATMAUGH ROAD AND THE SAID NORTHERLY LINE OF THE BRONSON PARCEL, NORTH 83° 11' WEST 

324.77 FEET; THENCE CONTINUING ALONG SAID LINE, ALONG THE ARC OF A CURVE TO THE LEFT 

WITH A RADIUS OF 780 FEET, FOR A DISTANCE OF 263 FEET MORE OR LESS, TO THE CENTER OF 

SONOMA CREEK; THENCE, DOWN THE SAID CENTER OF SONOMA CREEK TO A POINT WHICH BEARS 

SOUTH 06° 49' WEST FROM THE AFORESAID 1/2" IRON PIPE ON THE NORTHERLY BANK OF SONOMA 

CREEK; THENCE, FROM SAID POINT, NORTH 06° 49' EAST, 79 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO THE SAID 1/2" 

IRON PIPE; THENCE, NORTH 11° 04' 30" EAST, 579.21 FEET TO THE SAID TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING. 

APN: 128-401-019-000 



EXHIBIT B 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
UTILITY EASEMENT 





EXHIBIT C 



CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE 

(insert) 



TITLE VI STATEMENT 

All of the work the Sonoma County Department of Transportation and Public 

Works performs is intended to assist the transportation needs of Sonoma 

County. We do our work with fairness, courtesy and equal consideration for 

all. 

If you believe your rights according to Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act 

have been violated and you have been subjected to discrimination, please call 

the Sonoma County Human Resources Department. 

Title VI (Sec. 601) 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 

"No person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color, or 

national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, 

or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving 

Federal financial assistance." 

Title VI Compliance 

It is the policy of the Sonoma County Department of Transportation and Public 

Works to provide equal opportunity and full access of its programs, services, 

and information to all segments of the public without regard to race, color, 

national origin, ancestry, sex, religion, age, marital status, disability, medical 

condition, or sexual orientation. 

Procedures for the filing of discrimination complaints under Title VI may be 

obtained through the Sonoma County Human Resources Department. 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA · DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

TITLE VI SURVEY 
RW 2-1 (10/95) 

Federal Project I.D. No. 

Sonoma County 

Co Rte Post EA Parcel 

PERSONAL INFORMATION NOTICE 
Pursuant to the Federal Privacy Act (P.L. 93-579) and the Information Practices Act of 1977 (Civil Code Sections 
1798, et seq.), notice is hereby given for the request of personal information by this form. The requested 
personal information is voluntary.   The principal purpose of the voluntary information is to facilitate the 
processing of this form. The failure to provide all or any part of the requested information may delay 
processing of this form. No disclosure of personal information will be made unless permissible under Article 6, 
Section 1798.24 of the IPA of 1977. Each individual has the right upon request and proper identification, to 
inspect all personal information in any record maintained on the individual by an identifying particular.   Direct 
any inquiries on information maintenance to your IPA Office. 

NON-DISCRIMINATION 

All persons affected by State transportation projects are requested to provide information with regard 
to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, disability or medical condition. 
Please check the items below which best describe you and return this form in the enclosed envelope. 

The furnishing of this information is voluntary. 

Head of household: □ Male □ Female 

Marital status: □ Single □ Married 
□ Divorced □ Separated 

Race: □ White □ American Indian 

□ Black Specify Tribe_______________________ 
□ Hispanic □ Other 
□ Asian Specify____________________________ 

Language spoken, if other than 
English_______________________________________________________________ 

Are you or any member of your household suffering any physical disability or medical condition? 

□ Yes □ No 

Enclosure 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA-DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 

PAYEE DATA RECORD 
(Required when receiving payment from the State of California in lieu of IRS W-9) 
STD. 204 (Rev. 6-2003) 

1 

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete all information on this form. Sign, date, and return to the State agency (department/office) address shown at 

the bottom of this page. Prompt return of this fully completed form will prevent delays when processing payments. Information provided in 
this form will be used by State agencies to prepare Information Returns (1099). See reverse side for more information and Privacy 
Statement. 

NOTE: Governmental entities, federal, State, and local (including school districts), are not required to submit this form. 

2 

PAYEE’S LEGAL BUSINESS NAME (Type or Print) 

SOLE PROPRIETOR – ENTER NAME AS SHOWN ON SSN (Last, First, M.I.) E-MAIL ADDRESS 

MAILING ADDRESS BUSINESS ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE 

3 

PAYEE 
ENTITY 
TYPE 

CHECK 
ONE BOX 

ONLY 

ENTER FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (FEIN): - 

PARTNERSHIP CORPORATION: 
NOTE: 
Payment will 
not be 
processed 
without an 
accompanying 
taxpayer I.D. 
number 

ESTATE OR TRUST 
MEDICAL (e.g., dentistry, psychotherapy, chiropractic, etc.) 

LEGAL (e.g., attorney services) 

EXEMPT (nonprofit) 

ALL OTHERS 

INDIVIDUAL OR SOLE PROPRIETOR 
ENTER SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: - - 

(SSN required by authority of California Revenue and Tax Code Section 18646) 

4 

PAYEE 
RESIDENCY 

STATUS 

California resident - Qualified to do business in California or maintains a permanent place of business in California. 

California nonresident (see reverse side) - Payments to nonresidents for services may be subject to State income tax 
withholding. 

No services performed in California. 

Copy of Franchise Tax Board waiver of State withholding attached. 

5 
I hereby certify under penalty of perjury that the information provided on this document is true and correct. 

Should my residency status change, I will promptly notify the State agency below. 

AUTHORIZED PAYEE REPRESENTATIVE’S NAME (Type or Print) TITLE 

SIGNATURE DATE TELEPHONE 

( ) 

6 
Please return completed form to: 

Department/Office: Sonoma County Department of Transportation and Public Works 

Unit/Section: Right-of-Way Section 

Mailing Address: 2300 County Center Dr., Suite B100 

City/State/Zip: Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

Telephone: (707) 565-2257 Fax: (707) 565-3870 

E-mail Address: 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA-DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 

PAYEE DATA RECORD 
STD. 204 (Rev. 6-2003) (PAGE 2) 

Requirement to Complete Payee Data Record, STD. 204 
1 

A completed Payee Data Record, STD. 204, is required for payments to all non-governmental entities and will be kept on file at 
each State agency. Since each State agency with which you do business must have a separate STD. 204 on file, it is possible 
for a payee to receive this form from various State agencies. 

Payees who do not wish to complete the STD. 204 may elect to not do business with the State. If the payee does not complete 
the STD. 204 and the required payee data is not otherwise provided, payment may be reduced for federal backup withholding 
and nonresident State income tax withholding. Amounts reported on Information Returns (1099) are in accordance with the 
Internal Revenue Code and the California Revenue and Taxation Code. 

Enter the payee’s legal business name. Sole proprietorships must also include the owner’s full name. An individual must list 
2 

his/her full name. The mailing address should be the address at which the payee chooses to receive correspondence. Do not 
enter payment address or lock box information here. 

Check the box that corresponds to the payee business type. Check only one box. Corporations must check the box that 
3 

identifies the type of corporation. The State of California requires that all parties entering into business transactions that may 
lead to payment(s) from the State provide their Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN). The TIN is required by the California 
Revenue and Taxation Code Section 18646 to facilitate tax compliance enforcement activities and the preparation of Form 1099 
and other information returns as required by the Internal Revenue Code Section 6109(a). 

The TIN for individuals and sole proprietorships is the Social Security Number (SSN). Only partnerships, estates, trusts, and 
corporations will enter their Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN). 

Are you a California resident or nonresident? 
4 

A corporation will be defined as a "resident" if it has a permanent place of business in California or is qualified through the 
Secretary of State to do business in California. 

A partnership is considered a resident partnership if it has a permanent place of business in California. An estate is a resident if 
the decedent was a California resident at time of death. A trust is a resident if at least one trustee is a California resident. 

For individuals and sole proprietors, the term "resident" includes every individual who is in California for other than a temporary 
or transitory purpose and any individual domiciled in California who is absent for a temporary or transitory purpose. Generally, 
an individual who comes to California for a purpose that will extend over a long or indefinite period will be considered a resident. 
However, an individual who comes to perform a particular contract of short duration will be considered a nonresident. 

Payments to all nonresidents may be subject to withholding. Nonresident payees performing services in California or receiving 
rent, lease, or royalty payments from property (real or personal) located in California will have 7% of their total payments 
withheld for State income taxes. However, no withholding is required if total payments to the payee are $1,500 or less for the 
calendar year. 

For information on Nonresident Withholding, contact the Franchise Tax Board at the numbers listed below: 

Withholding Services and Compliance Section: 1-888-792-4900 E-mail address: wscs.gen@ftb.ca.gov 

For hearing impaired with TDD, call: 1-800-822-6268 Website: www.ftb.ca.gov 

Provide the name, title, signature, and telephone number of the individual completing this form. Provide the date the form was 
5 

completed. 

6 This section must be completed by the State agency requesting the STD. 204. 

Privacy Statement 

Section 7(b) of the Privacy Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-579) requires that any federal, State, or local governmental agency, 
which requests an individual to disclose their social security account number, shall inform that individual whether that disclosure 
is mandatory or voluntary, by which statutory or other authority such number is solicited, and what uses will be made of it. 

It is mandatory to furnish the information requested. Federal law requires that payment for which the requested information is 
not provided is subject to federal backup withholding and State law imposes noncompliance penalties of up to $20,000. 

You have the right to access records containing your personal information, such as your SSN. To exercise that right, please 
contact the business services unit or the accounts payable unit of the State agency(ies) with which you transact that business. 
All questions should be referred to the requesting State agency listed on the bottom front of this form. 

https://www.ftb.ca.gov
mailto:wscs.gen@ftb.ca.gov
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