
 

Section I. Sonoma County Code Sec. 2-79. (Zoning administrator—Appointment, designation, and 
authority) is amended as follows with deletion shown with strike through: 

Sec. 2-79. Zoning administrator—Appointment, designation, and authority.1 

A. Established. The office of zoning administrator is created pursuant to Government Code Section 65900.  

B. Designation. The director of permit Sonoma shall be the zoning administrator. In that capacity the director 
may designate one (1) or more permit Sonoma employees to act as zoning administrator and carry out the 
duties and functions of the zoning administrator. The director may also replace, remove or change employees 
designated to act as zoning administrator, in the director's discretion. Where "zoning administrator" is 
referenced anywhere in this code, the term shall include any employee designated and acting as zoning 
administrator.  

C. Duties and Authority. The zoning administrator shall:  

1. Perform the duties and functions of the zoning administrator as provided in this code, including the 
review of specified discretionary land use permits and variances, coastal development permits, and 
subdivisions creating less than five (5) lots;  

2. Adopt and amend, as necessary and desirable, rules and procedures for the conduct of public hearings 
conducted by the zoning administrator, and any other policies and procedures necessary or desirable to 
carry out the functions of the zoning administrator;  

3. Perform any other responsibilities assigned by the director.  

D. Independent Decision Maker. An employee designated to act as zoning administrator shall not be under the 
supervision, direction or control of the planning director when carrying out the quasi-adjudicative duties and 
functions of the zoning administrator, but shall be subordinate and directly responsible to the director and any 
intermediate supervisory staff in the performance of all other duties.  

E. Referral. The zoning administrator shall hear and decide applications assigned to the zoning administrator by 
this code, provided that the zoning administrator may, in his or her discretion, refer any matter to the 
jurisdiction of the planning commission for hearing and action. A zoning administrator referral to the planning 
commission shall not require prior notice or hearing, is final and jurisdictional, and not subject to appeal.  

F. Automatic Referral. A discretionary project application that meets or exceeds any of the following thresholds 
shall be automatically submitted to the jurisdiction of the planning commission without zoning administrator 
action.  

1. Conversion of three (3) or more acres of timberland.  

2. Subdivision creating five (5) or more lots.  

3. Four (4) or more periodic special events in any twelve (12)-month period.  

4. Generation of twenty-five (25) or more average daily trips, based on trip generation rates in the most 
current ITE Trip Generation Manual.  

5. Telecommunications facilities.  
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EXHIBIT B  

AMENDMENTS TO SONOMA COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 2 

The following section of Sonoma County Code Chapter 2 is amended, as provided below. 
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