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Energy Policy
• Reliant on healthy watershed
• Climate impacts our business
• Energy generator
• Reliant on energy
• Energy Policy

• Carbon Free Water, cost-
effectively

• Regional collaboration
• Develop Climate Adaptation Plan



Carbon Free Water

You can’t manage what you don’t measure
- Peter Drucker



Climate Adaptation Plan, 2021

• Science-based
• Partner-driven
• 77 actions
• 23 anchor projects
• Update every 5-10 years

Strategically positions 
Sonoma Water for state and 
federal funding



Sonoma Water Strategic Plan, 2023

5.1.1 Ensure alignment with the Board-approved 
Climate Adaptation Plan (CAP) by establishing 
inter-disciplinary climate resilience team(s) made 
up of Sonoma Water resiliency champions to ensure 
climate considerations are integrated into Sonoma 
Water efforts.
5.1.4 Develop inclusive practices for Sonoma 
Water’s climate mitigation and adaptation efforts 
considering the needs of under-resourced and 
under-represented communities.



Sonoma County Strategic Plan, 2021

Climate Action and Resiliency Pillar
Provide focus on climate action and resiliency to 
mobilize efforts towards mitigating climate 
change.
Resilient Infrastructure
Enhance services to the community by investing in 
County facilities and infrastructure; including 
roads, buildings, communications, and flood 
protection.



Energy & Climate Resiliency Policy



Proposed Energy & Climate 
Resiliency Policy, 2023
1) Continue to pursue Carbon Free Water by developing and procuring

renewable energy sources and promoting cost-effective water use efficiency
measures;

2) Invest in climate science and innovation;
3) Develop and implement climate resiliency strategies, including those

identified in the Climate Adaptation Plan such as winter-water use strategies
like Forecast-Informed Reservoir Operations and on-farm recharge, repairing
aging water transmission and wastewater infrastructure, and restoring
ecological function in critical areas of the watershed to stabilize carbon
stocks and protect water quality;

4) Collaborate with low-income and communities of color to develop
infrastructure planning processes that result in better outcomes for all
members of our community; and

5) Pursue energy and climate resiliency projects of regional benefit like the
Advanced Quantitative Precipitation Index (AQPI), which will greatly improve
flood forecasting for emergency response in the Bay Area region, and
regional drought resiliency.



CAP Project Tracker



CAP Implementation
Complete

3% Not viable at 
present 

13%

No action
19%

Planned
10%

In progress
55%

77 actions
Reporting from 68 actions



CAP Implementation: Anchor projects

No action
9%

Planned
5%

In progress
86%

23 actions
Reporting from 22 actions



CAP Implementation: Flood

Not viable at 
present

7%

No action
28%

In progress
65%

25 actions
Reporting from 25 actions



Anchor Project Update: 
Watershed Resilience Program
• COMPLETED: Laguna de Santa Rosa Restoration 

High Priority Project
• IN PROGRESS: Sediment Solutions in Petaluma 

and Sonoma Valley
• COMPLETED: Wildfire Resilience Planner



Wildfire Resilience Planner



Anchor Project Update: 
Hydroclimate Program
• ONGOING: Seasonal-to-Subseasonal (S2S) 

forecasting
• PENDING: Advanced Quantitative Precipitation 

Information (AQPI) pilot in Santa Rosa
• IN PROGRESS: Downscale climate data for 

infrastructure planning



Downscaled climate data
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Anchor Project Update: 
Countywide Flood Resiliency
• IN PROGRESS: Assessment of Flood Risk 

Management Services
• IN PROGRESS: Central Sonoma Watershed 

Project
• IN PROGRESS: Matanzas Dam Rehabilitation



CAP Implementation: Water Supply

Not viable at 
present

7%

No action
28%

Planned
3%

In progress
62%

32 actions
Reporting from 29 actions



Anchor Project Update: 
Regional Water Supply Strategies
• IN PROGRESS: Countywide Drought Resiliency 

Study
• IN PROGRESS: Winter water use:

• On-farm recharge in Alexander Valley 
• Injection wells in Santa Rosa Plain

• PLANNED: Water Diversion Facilities protection 
program



Sanitation: CAP Implementation

Not viable at 
present

7%

No action
28%

In progress
65%

20 actions
Reporting from 16 actions



Anchor Project Update: 
Sea level rise at Sonoma Valley
• IN PROGRESS: Sonoma Valley Baylands project to 

explore transitional habitat at SVCSD
• PLANNED: SCADA system upgrades



Climate Equity

• Upcoming spatial analyses
• Who is impacted by system vulnerabilities?

• Ongoing community engagement
• New commitment to equity in project planning 

and evaluation



Recommended action

Approve the updated Energy and Climate Resiliency 
Policy to replace Sonoma Water’s previous Energy 
Policy and authorize and direct the General 
Manager to implement the Energy and Climate 
Resiliency Policy.
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